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- To all whom it may concern: -

10

~ that can be éheaplyﬁproduced,‘ will effect-
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Be it known that I, HENRY E._MOWANE, a

citizen' of the United States, residing at

Lynchburg, in the county of Campbell and

State of Virginia, have invented a new and
useful Meter-Box, of which the following is a

specification. = -

" This invention relates m_t)re_ particularly to

imProvement'S'_'in closures for street or out-
side meter boxes, though useful for other

analogous devices, and the principal object

1s to provide a simple and inexpensive closure

- ively prevent the ingress of dirt to the box,

can' be properly locked, and easily unlocked
for the purpose of inspecting the meter, and

- 18 s0 constructed that there is little liability
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 wherein —
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~position.

the line 4—4 of Fig. 3.

of derangement.

The preferred
trated m the accompanying drawings,

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the upper
portion of a box, showing the closure in open
Fig. 2 is a detail sectional view
torough the hinge. Fig. 3 is a bottom plan

view showing the closure locked. Tig. 4 is

a sectional view therethrough, on the line
5—>5 of Fig. 3. Fig. 51s

Similar reference numerals designate cor-

- responding parts in all the figures of the
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drawings. . N .
In the embodiment illustrated, the upper
gortiononlyof the box body is shown, and is
esignated 6, this body being cylindrical in
form and having an open upper end provided
with integral inset lugs 7, at its upper margin.

~“ These lugs, in the present embodiment, arc
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diametrically opposite to each other and

have opposttely inclined lower edges 8, to--

gether with depending stops 9, formed at the
lower ends of the edges.  The body [urther-
more has an outstanding integral lue 8% ar-

- ranged half way between the lugs 7 and pro-
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vided with a socket 9+, the upper and lower |
ends of which are open.

The closure is in the form of a disk or plate

10 that rests upon the top edge of the box 6,

0

and 1s provided inside its margin with an in-
tegral depending flange comprising sections
11, the sections being formed by cutting

~away opposite portions of the {lange, as
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shown at 12 to receive the lugs 7 when the

closure is in place, as shown in Figs. 3 and 5.
The closure disk or plate furtlicrmore is pro-

form of construction is illus-

2 sectional VIEW on

il

Nug.
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irided with an integral proj'ectihg_ hinge lug
comprising a downwardly and outwardly

inclined neck 13 terminating in an enlarged.
“head 14, the opposite edges 15 of which are
rounded, said edges converging toward their
lower ends to form a point 16. The' oppo-

site portions of the edges, which converge to

form said point, are substantially flat, form-
g stop shoulders. The head 14, as shown
more particularly in Figs. 2 and 4, is engaged

in the socket 92 of the outstanding Iug 8, and
the two parts codperate to form a hinge on
~which the closure 10 swings, the upward or

rearward swinging movement of the closure

being limited by the head, as shown in
Ifig. 2. - e ' |
Tor the purpose of locking the closure in
its operative or closed position, a locking bar

17 1s employed and is riveted or otherwise
hixedly secured, as shown at 18 to the lower -
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end of a rotary bolt 19 journaled in the cen-

tral portion of the disk 10 and having an
angular head 20 at i1ts upper end that is ar-

ranged in a socket 21 in the cap. The lock-
Ing bar 17 has its ends operating upon the

lower edges of the flange sections 11 on oppo-

site sides of the cut-away portion 12, and
sald ends are arranged to move from the

{lange sections to positions beneath the lugs
7, nding against the inclined edges 8 and be-
ing stopped by the shoulders orTu.g's 9. The

1 movement of the bar in'an opposite direction
is also limited by a depending stop 22 formed

upon the lower edge of one of the flange sec-
tions 11. | -'

the closure plate can be swung freely from

open to closed position, and can be readily

detached, masmuch as the head 14 is remov-
able from the socket 9 when the closure plate
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With this structure, it will be evident that
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is in a predetermined position.  When, how-

ever, the closure 1s in ity operative position

over the open end of the body 6, the flange
secetions L1 and lugs 7 constitute an effective

seal against the ingress of dirt and trash, and

said lugs constitute continuations of the
Mlange sections.  If now the locking bar 17 1s

turned to & position beneath the lugs 7, by
means of a proper key, applied to the head
20, it will be evident that said elosure plate

“will not only be effectivelv locked, but will be
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drawn downwurdly by the ends of the bars

17 riding against the melined edgos 8 of the

Krom the foregoing, it is thought that the
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construction, ,operation and many advan-
tages of the herein described invention will
be apparent to those skilled m the art, with-

out further description, and it will be under- !

stood that various changes in the size, shape,
proportion and minor details of construction,

may be resorted to without departing from |
the spirit or sacrificing any of the advantages

of the invention.

Having thus fully described my invention,
what I claim as new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, is:—

1. A box of the character described, com-
prising a tubular body having an open upper
end provided with mset lugs at its upper
margin, said lugs having their under edees

nclining downwardly and terminating in de-

pending stops, a closure for the upper end of
the body comprising a plate having its war-
gins resting on the top edges of the body and
having a depending flange inside the margin
that fits within the body, said flange bemy
cut away to receive the inset lugs and said
lugs constituting substantial continuations
of the flange sections when located in the cut-
away portions, a bolt journaled in the clo-
sure, a locking bar secured between its ends
to the lower end of the bolt and located bhe-
neath the under side of the closure, said bar

e mE o m . m—

911,256

and belt being fixed against relative rotation
and the bar rotating beneath and with re-
spect to the closure upon the rotation of the
bolt and having its ends operating below the
under side of the flange and against the
lower melined edges of the lugs, and other
lugs depending from the flange of the closure
for limiting the movement of the locking har.

2. A box of the character described, com-
prising a tubular body having an open upper
end and an outstanding lug on its upper
margim that has a socket with an open upper
end, & closure for the open end of the body
comprising a plate having an outstanding
downturned hinge lug projecting from one
edge of the same, said tug consisting of a neck
carried by the closure plate, and an enlarged
head that is pivotally engaged in the socket
of the lug, the opposite sides of the head be-
mg rounded, and said head terminating in a
tapered point, forming StOFS to limit the
swinging movement of the closure plate.

In testimony, that I claim the foregoing as
my own, I have hereto affixed my signature
i the presence of two witnesses.

BENRY E. McWANE.
Witnesses: '

L. W. WaLsH,
W. W. Correy.
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