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To aZZ whom fz,t may concern: | C
“Be it known that I, WATERMAN SEARS a

- citizen of the United Stetes residing at New-

man, in the county of Essex and State of |
New York ha,ve invented new and useful Im-
Provements n Meﬂ-—Cetchers of whlch the 4

~ following is a epemﬁea,tmn

- 10

This invention relates to 1mpr0veme11ts 111 |

dewces for trensferrmcr mail sacks from a

holding device at a station to a moving mail
‘car or from a moving train to a holding de-.
vice or for simultaneously transferring from

“one device to the other, and the object of the fedepted for the rece tlon of a pmn 11.

etween the 7o
pin 11 is ede{)ted to engage
ck the cetcher. :

-invention is to provlde a, device of thls char- |
acter which is simple in construction, adapt- |
ed to opera,te qumkly end not heble to. geti_'

- out, of order. -

20

925

~ Another object of the mventmn is to pro-_-
~vide a mail catching and delivering device.

whereby any number of mail sacks may be
- delivered to a car or statlen When the trem 1s”
~going in‘either direction. _
A still further object of the mventlon 1S to _
prowde a mail car with a device of this char- |

acter which may be swung to deliver the
- mail bag through the open door of the car or
~which may be swung and retained in position |

o ed1 acent the side of the car when not in use.

30

‘With these and other objects in view the
invention resides in the novel construction

- and arrangement of elements herema,fter
- fully described and claimed. -
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- fixed station post.

“vation of the devices.

-In the accompanying dremngs Flgure 1

~ is a perspective view of a mail befr catcher

_ and deliverer . constructed in- eccordenee
 with the ‘present invention showmg the

~ catchers upon the side of a car.and upon a

B ‘Fig. 2is a top. plan View
~of the same, a portion of the car being shown
in horizontal section.  Fig."3 is a front ele-

Jg.4isa Slde eleva,—_..

- tion. of the mail suspendmg device..
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55 nected with the upper arm of the bracket 2..
The ce,r 1 1s prowded wﬂah a pelr of open-;f;

~car.
~ bracket 2, having its o

- _Referring to the accompanying drawme‘sf-
~ the numeral 1 designates the side of a mell |
The car 1 is provided with a U-sha ed
_ Tset arms provided

- with sulta,ble perferetmns and adapted for
~ the reception of pivots 3, by which the mail

_This catcher 4 comprises & rec-

~ having an offset by which it is pivotally con-

“each side of the bracket, 2.

with the loeps of the chain £0
| device 4 in any desired position. It is to be
understood that the catcher 4 is pivoted a
‘suitable distance away from the door of the
‘car, so that upon being swung upon its pivots
| 2 mail suspending and delwermg device,here-
| inafter to be described will be delwered to
“the open door and easily removed from the_ '
‘arm 5 by the mail clerk within the car. It =
will be also seen that by roviding the arm
5 with the chain 8 and theEi
‘the chain, that the arm, when not in use, may -
| be swung against the side of the car away
from the deor and thus positioned out of
| danger from. obstructions along the side of a
‘-reﬂ over which the car travels. - o
1 provided with a sulteble_ :
keeper 12 positioned upon the top of the arm:
forward of the ears
' bending the extremlt “of the U-shaped por-
tion of the catcher 4 to provide a substan-
“The keeper 127is adapted for the
reception of the upper arm of a mail bag
suspending device.
stantially H-shaped asillustrated in Figs. 1
-and 4 of the drawings, and hasits upper arm
| provided with 0pp0$1tely disposed depend-
‘ing ears 14.  These ears 14 are adapted for
pivotal connection with a latch member 15.
'This member 15 is provided with a horizon-
‘tal portion 16 extending in spaced relation
with the forward portion of the upper arm

| of the suspending device. 15, an
- catcher 4 1s pwotelly secured upon the side

of the car.
- tangular strep or arm 5 adapted to extend
---‘_from the lower ear of the bracket 2, and the
arm 518 prowded with a U—sheped extenswn"

| tial eye

‘arm 5 and located a suitable distance from
These openings
6 are adapted for the 1ecept10n of suitable

:  ings 6 poeltlened 1IN a pel a,llel plene with the '
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;Pullejfs 7-around which a suitable chain 8 is

positioned. The ends of the chain 8 are se-

| cured to transverse ears 9 provided upon the
armo,.

.--_fmth a U-shaped member 10 positioned di-
‘rectly

The interior of the car 1 is prowded

behmd the bracket 2 and. in a line
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with the chain 8. The ears provided by the -

‘bracket 10 are sultebly perforated and are

The
chamn 8 1s posmene

directly
ears, and the

The arm 5 1s

9 and constructed by

This device 13 1S sub-

of the suependmg dewce
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ocking means for
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the ex-

tremity of this horizontal p01t1011 1S up-
‘turned to form a lq;il

normally contact wit

-upper arm of the suspending device.
catch 15 is provided. with a depending
eneulerly dlS’pOSGd extension 16 having an

106

which is adapted to
the outer edge of the
The

110
offset 17 normally contacting the lower arm
The offset 17 is.
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£

provided with a suitable weight 18, by.

which the lip 19 of the catch-is foreed into

equaling that: of the: opening provided by
the keeper 12, and in attaching the device

to the arm 5, the portion 16 of the -catch is |

swung rearwardly so as to disengage the

lip 19 from the end of the upper-arm of the

-suspending device, when the- arm may be

- positioned within the keeper and the lip 19

—again-engage the end of the upper arm-of the
-:suspending: device, thus: locking the device

19

securely upon the arm 5.

The 1ree end oi

- the lower -arm of the suspending device 13
-1s provided with a suitable lip 20, adapted

~for:the:reception of a transversely arranced

~mail bag receiving hook 21. This hook 21

20

1s preferably construeted .of a single strand

-of resilient material having cne of its free

-.ends -bent to provide a hook and its opposite
“iree end bent to provide an eye -adapted to

~be..engaged: -by ‘the hook. The mail re-

20

celving- hook 21 is elongated as illustrated

~1n- Figs. 1 and 3 of the drawings; so that a

- plurality -of - mail bags - may -be positioned
“ithereon and delivered at a'station in a maz -
- ner heremaiter tully deseribed.
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k
i

~-ordinarily- like 'the device above  described.

“The-station device ‘may -be attached ‘to a {

-.suitable -pole 22 by brackets 23 and com-
- prises- a - pair of .spaced arms 24 -and 25.
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- tioned directly below the path of the arm 5

‘The -catcher arm 25 is.adapted to be posi-

ot the car, so as to contact with the arm 16
~of ‘the -cateh provided upon the mail sus-
- pending device 13 to release the catch and

40

sustain the suspending device thereon until
~removed by the attendant.

The arm 25,

--as well -as'the arm 5 is provided with a hook
-extension orend 26, and it will be noted that

“when the suspending device 13.is grasped
‘by:the arm 25 the hook 26 serves an e

45

ective

~-means for retaining the device upon the arm.

" "The upper-extending: portion or arm 24 is

~provided with a-keeper 27, similar to that
- of the keeper 12.of the arm 5. - This keeper

50

27 1s adapted for engagement with- a nail

-suspending device similar to that previously
<deseribed, and ‘the arm -5 of: the car is
- adapted to contact.with the portion 16 of
‘the .catch- of ‘this keeper -so-as to disengage

55’

the device from the arm and to suspend the
~device - as- well - as ‘the mail- sacks carried

““thereby upon- the arm 5. :The arm 5, as
~previously stated- has its outer extremity
- hooked:as at 28, and-by this arrangement

60

1t will be noted ‘that the keeper 13 may be

—eifectively retained upon the arm 5 until the

I

~'chain 8:is operated by the mail clerk within

~the car to-swing the arm 5 soas to disengage
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~the-suspending device 13 and the mail sacks

carried thereby. :By this eonstruction and

910,963

arrangement 1t will be noted that the sus-
he 18 C +-pending deviees 13 carried by the car and
engagement with the end of the upper arm
of the suspending device 13. The upper:
arm of the suspending device 13 is of a size .

positioned upon the device at the station are

excnanged so that both the car and the
station always retain one of the suspending
_devices which may be employed by the car

at the other stations and by the station with

other cars.

It will be apparent that mail may be left
at a station from the car without the neces-
sity of receiving mail from the station or

vice versa, that the mail bags as well as the

suspending devices are sceurely locked and
that accidental displacement or removal of
the same 15 1mpossible and that the inven-
tion 1s of a simple construction, can be
quickly installed and is strone, durable and
etheient,

Having thus fully described the invention
what 1s claimed as new is:
- 1. A mail bag catcher and deliverer com-
prising an arm pivotally connected with the
side of the car, a keeper upon the arm, a mail

suspending device upon the keeper, a weight-

ed catch member normally retaining the sus-
Fendmg device 1n locked position upon the

keeper, means tor retaining the arm in locked
‘position, and means comprising an elongated
_ | hook secured to the retaming device for sus-
“"The- station  or: stationary catcher -is |.

pending the mail sdcks.

2. A mail bag catcher and deliverer com-
prising anarm pivotally connected to the side
of a car, ears upon the arm, the side of the
car bemg provided with openings adjacent

tne edges of the arm, pulleys within the open-
1ngs, a U-shaped bracket having its ears pro-

vided with openings within the car, a chain

~adapted to engage the pulleys and to be se-
cured to the ears of the arm, sald chain
adapted to travel between the ecars of the

bracket, and a pin adapted to be inserted
within the openings of the ears of the bracket

“and to engage one of the links of the chain to

lock the arm in a desired position upon the

- Car.

3. A mail bag catcher and deliverer com-
prising an arm pivotally connected to the side
of the car, means for locking the arm in a de-

sired angle m relation to the side of the car,
“a hook upon the end of the arm, a keeper

upon the arm, a U-shaped suspending device

having 1ts upper arm engaging the keeper, a
catch member pivotally connected with the

upper arm -of the suspending device, a hp
upon the cateir member, a depending portion

-u]]mn the catech member having a weight

adapted to close the lip against the edge of
the upper arm to lock the same upon the
keeper, the lower arm of the suspending de-
vice being provided with a lip adapted for

the reception of a mail bag receiving hook,
~and-said hook comprizing an elongated body
i-portion having one of its ends bent to form an
‘eye and 1its opposite end bent to provide a
hook adapted to engage the eye.

o)

A
)

90

90

100

100

110

119

120

125

130



© 4, A mall bag catoher and deliverer for |
‘stations comprising a post, a U-shaped arm
‘upon the post, the lower member of the arm |
‘having its end turned to provide a hook, the
upper member of the arm being provided |
with a keeper, and a mail bag suspending de-

- vice adapted to be engaged by the keeper, | one of the members of which being provided

.

. 109

~ said suspending . device -comprising a U-

10
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~ shaped member having a weighted catch by

which it is retained upon the keeper.

- 5. A mail bag catener and deliverer com-
- prising an arm pivotally connected to theside
~ of a car, means for adjusting the arm upon
‘1ts pivot arranged upon the inside of the car,
a keeper upon the arm, a U-shaped suspend-
ing device for the keeper, a pivoted catch |

~ having a weighted arm upon tne suspending

~ device and adapted to lock the same upon

‘the keeper, in combination with an arm se-

from the keeper.

cureda,long mdetﬁe track of the car, said
-arm adapted to contact the weighted arm of

| the cateh to release the suspending device

s

20

6. A mail bag catcher and delivering de-
‘vice for stations comprising a U-shaped arm,

25

| with a keeper, a mail suspending device upon
the keeper, a pivoted catch normally locking
| the suspending device upon the keeper, in
| combination with a car having an arm
| adapted to contact the pivoted catch to re-
lease the suspending device from tie keeper.
{ In testimony whereof I affix my signature
-In presence of two witnesses.

30

" WATERMAN SEARS.
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