F. E. FPRANCIS.
TAPE MOISTENER,
| APPLICATION FILED JULY’;@. 1908.
910,808. Patented Jan. 26, 1909.
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UNITED STATES

FLOYD E. FRANCIS,

PATENT OFFICE.

OF NEW YORIK, N. Vv

TAPE-MOISTENRER.

No. 810,808. Specification of

Applicetion filed July 15,

il

Letters Patent.
1808, Bevial No. $43,649.

Yatonted Jan. £6, 1806,

Lo all whom it may concern. .

Be 1t known that I, Froyp E. Frarars, a
citizen of the Unitoed States, and a resident
of the city of New York, boroagh of Man-
hattan, in thocounty and State of New York,
have invented a new and Improved Tape-
Moistener, of which the following is a [ull,
elear, and exact description.

This invention relates to certain improve-
ments 10 tape moistenors, and mora partic-
ularly to that type of construction in which
there are provided means for supporting a
roil of tape, a2 moistening surface over which
the Lape may pass as it is removed from the
roll, and a cutting or tearing edge by means

may De separated from that remaining on
the roll. - .
The object of my invention is primarily to

| to the cover plate at its

i, Al . | t member 17 extands.
of which the moistensd pertion of the tape ;

upper stirfaca send
acljacent the center theredf[.) L o
~ Adjacent the cpposite end of the bass 10
is provided the nioistener proper, which in-

ing Liquid, and a vertically-disposed moisteon-
g meinber 17 having its lowor end moeunted
within the reservoir and having its uppsr end
adopted for engngement with the tepc. "The
reservoir i1s vertically removable from the
base and is held against lateral movemeont by
small cleats or flanges 18. The rescrvoir Jg
provided with a cover 19, having an aper-
ture therain through which the moistening
The aporture is of
slightly larger size than the moistening men:-
ber, so that said cover does not contact
therewith. The meoisteniug member prefer-
ably comprises a tube 2, having an outer

parts that the tape may be unrolled, mois-

tened and torn off as rapidly as it can be used

and without waste. .
Rofercnce is to ke had to the sccompany-

simplify the construction and so mount ths l

jacket 21 of felt or other suitable absorbent
material, and extending [rom adjacent the
lower portion of the ressrvoir to the upper
portien of the moistening member. The

| moistening membsr is mounted in any suit-

g drawings, forming a part of this spseifi-
cation, in wiich similar characters of refer-

ence indicate corresponding parts in ail the |

figures, and in which—
figure 1 is 2 top plan view of the mois-
tener constructed in accordance with my ip-

" able manner, but, as shown, the reservoir is

upwardly from the bottemn thereof and into

the tower end of the tube 20. |
intarmediate the spindie 12 upon which

e roll of tape is mounted and the moisten-

vention; Fig. 2 is a side elevation thercof; |

Fig. 3 is & vertical section on the line 3—3 of
¥ig. 2; and ¥ig. 4 ig a side elevalion of the
cutting or tearing member. |

in ths specific form illustrated in ths ac-

ing member, the base supports two guides
23, preferebly i the form of upwardiy-ox-
tending pins or rods arvanged substantially
perailel and spaced apart a'distance substan-

tiaily oqual to the thickness of the tape.

companymng drawings, I provids a base 10,
of muy sultable consiruction and serving to

my unproved devics. AL one end of ths
bese I provide a standard 11, presenting a
horizontal ton surface and having an up-

12. The spindle is adapted tc extend
through ihe center of a roll of tape 13, the

= e .

wm*df%-exten{.inq centrally-disposed spmdla |

Upon the oppesiie side of the reservoir from
the guides 23, 1 provids o cuiting or teurh:jg
membser 24, comprising an vpwardly-extend-
ing rod or bar having its lower end mounted
in the base snd baving inscried in one side
thereof a blade 25 over which the tape may
be drawn to cuté, toar or sever the latter,

In the operation of my improved devics, &
roll of gummed tape is mounted on the fspimhe

weight of the latier being supported directly

apon the standard 11. A suitable cover or j

top

plate 1418 slso mounted upon the spindle
and rests directly upon the roll.

The cover

per side and the standard frictionally en-
gages with i1t at the under side, so that the
roll sannot fresly rotate but may turn when
the opersior pulls on tho snd of the tepe.

12 and the end is extendad through betwesn
the two guides 23. The end of the tape is
drawn outwardly end kept in contact with
the moistening membar, which latier receives
its moisture by capillary attraction from the

Teservolr, As fast as tj;  tape is drawn past
the moistening member, it takes up moisturs

' thorefrom and becomes réady for uss. When

a strip of tape of the desired length has baen
unwoniid and moistened, it 1s turned at s

F¥or insrepsing the ivielion of the top plate
L2 o ibe voll, oovooight 16 may, if desived. be |

sryploy e rext unon or oa rigidly sscured

“Ti :—' HI [
- A ii,.n-

shight angle and torn across the blade 25, to

| aut or tear the tape. The blade is closely

chudes a suitnble reservoir 18 for the nicistan.
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adjacent the moistening member, so that the
tape has to be turned to but a short angle
and only a very small quantity of the tape 1s
moistened without being used.  The mots-
tening action s identically the same, 11re-
spective of the amount of tape on the roll; as
it passes between the two stationary guides
23, The mowstening member may be readily
removed {rom the reservorr, and the reservorr
may; be readily removed from the base Lo
pernif of the two bemng cleaned. |

Having thus deseribed my mvention, |
elaim as new and desire {o secure by Letters
Patent.:

1. A tape moistener, comprising a hase, a
standard mounted thercon and adapted to
support a roll of tape 1n a substantially hori-
zontal plane, a reservoir of substantiaily the
sanie height as said standard, and a moisten-
Ing meniber extendine upwardly frony said
reservoir and over which the tape from said
roll mnay pass. |

2. A tape moistener, comprising a base, a

standard mounted thereon and adapted to i
receive a roll of tape and having a centrally-
disposed upwardly-extending spindle, a cover |
plate adapted to engage with the upper sur-

face of the tape roll, and a weight upon saud
cover Tor preventing free rotation of the roll.
3. A tape moistener, comprising a base,
means for supporting a roll of tape in & sub-
stantially horizontal plane, a reservoir Je-

010,408

Lm:lmblff mounted upon said base, a covoer
for said reservoir and having an- aperture
therein, and a detachable moistenulg memn-

ber having ibs lower end within said reservoir

and extending upwardly through. said aper-
ture.

4. A tape moistener, comprising a base,"a
standard mounted thercon and having an
upwardly-extendine spindle adapted to re-
cetve a roll of tape i a su ].JSi.r:'L]ﬂ.fiﬂ.ﬁ y horizon-
tal plane, a werghtesd cover plate mouanted on
satd spindte and adapted to engage with tho
upper surface of sad roll, & reservoir de-
tachably moonted upon said base and of
suhstantially the saine helght as said stand-
ard and having a cover provided with an ap-
ertiire therein, aomaotstening member detﬂ,{zh
ably sccured Lo said reservoir and extending
upwatdly ovey said aperture, two substan-
tially parallel guides carried by satd base in-
termediate sard standard and said reservoir,

| and an upwardly-extending severing mem-

ber having a blade adjacent said moistening
member. |

In testimony whercof 1 have signed niy -

name to this specification 1n the presence of
two subseribing witnesses.

FLOYD E. FRANCIS.
Witnesses:

JOIIN (GILMARTIN,
Cr.air W, FAIBANKS
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