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To all whom 4 may concern:
Be it known that I, JouN R. DONNELLY, &

citizen of the United States, residing at Aus-

tin, in the county of Travis and State of
Texas, have invented certain new and usetul
Improvements in Drip-Cups for Gas Water-
Hesaters; and I do declare the following to be
a full, clear, and exact description of the 1n-
vention, such as will enable others skilled 1n
the art to which it appertains to make and
use the same. -

This invention relates to improvements 1n
drip cup attachments for gas water heaters.

The object of the invention is to provide
an attachment of this character adapted to
be connected to the supporting tray or shelf
of a gas water heater, whereby the water of
condensation which accumulates on and
drips from the surface of the heater will be
caught.

A further object is to provide a drip cup of
this character formed in sections adapted to
be separated for the purpose of cleaning, and

With these and other objects in view, the
invention consists of certain novel features of

- construction, combination and arrangement
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of parts as will be described and particularly
pointed out in the appended claims.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1
is a side view of a portion of a gas heater and
its supporting shelf showing the application
of my attachment thereto; Fig. 2 1s a top
plan view of the attachment removed; ancl
Fic. 3 is a vertical sectional view ofthe sup-
porting shelf for the heater and the attach-
ment as applied thereto.

Referring more particularly to the draw-
ings, 1 denotes the heater, which may be of
the usual or any preferred construction, and
which is here shown as supported upon the
usual shelf or supporting tray, 2. The sheli
is provided adjacent to its outer edge with a
retaining flange, 3, and in its central part 1s a
depressed or recessed portion, 4, in which the
water of condensation which accumulates on
the outer surface of the heater drips.

In the depressed portion of the shelf 1s
formed a discharge passage, 5, with which 1s

connected a pipe nipple, 6, to the lower end

of which is connected my improved drip cup,
7. The nipple, 6, may be attached to the
shelf and the drip cup may be attached to the
nipple in any suitable manner.

. The drip cup is here shown and preferably

consists of upper and lower detachable sec-
tions, 8 and 9, said upper section belng pro-
vided with a series of openings whereby air is
admitted to the cup to cause the evaporation

' of the drippings accumulated therem. The

cup may be of ornamental design and formed
in any suitable shape. The lower section ot

the cup is here shown as in the form of a sau-

cer-shaped receptacle, while the upper sec-
tion it in the form of a cap, or cover, having
an annular depending flange formed on 1ts
outer edge and adapted to fit over and closely
engage the upper edge of the lower section,

whereby said lower section is supported and

held in engagement with the upper section.
By the use of a drip cup constructed as
herein shown and described, the necessity ot
providing a waste-pipe for carrying off the
drip water is obviated, and the wateris caught
and permitted to evaporate and in this man-
ner disposed of without trouble or inconven-

16nce.
having means whereby the water caught |
thereby will be permitted to evaporate.

By forming the cup-in separable sections,
the latter may be taken apart for the purgose
of cleaning or removing any objects which
may have fallen into the same.

From the foregoing deseription, taken m

‘connection with the accompanying drawings,
the construction and operation of the Inven-

tion will be readily understood without re-
quiring a more extended explanation.

Various changes in the form, proportion
and the minor details of construction may be
resorted to without departing from the prin-
ciple or sacrificing any of the advantages of
t{le_ invention as defined in the appended
claims.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim as new and desire to secure by Letters-
Patent, 1s: _

1. A drip cup of the character described
comprising a hollow receptacle formed of a

(0

6D

70

75

30

85

30

lower section and an upper section detachably

| secured together, said upper section having

formed therein a series of apertures, and 2
nipple whereby said upper section 1s opera-
tively connected to the shelf of a gas water
heater.

2. A drip cup comprising a hollow recepta-
cle formed of a saucer-shaped lower section,
an upper apertured section having formed
thereon an annular depending flange adapted
to fit into close engagement with the upper

| edges of the lower section whereby said sec-
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tions are held together in operative position, | detacha,bly connected togethef; and means
and a nipple to connect said upper section | to attach said upper section to the she]f_of a

- -

with the shelf of a gas water heater. - .{ water heater.
3. A drip cup comprising a hollow recepta- | In testimony whereof T have hereunto set 1z
cle formed of an upper apertured section hayv- my hand in presence of two subscribing wit-
ing on 1ts lower edge an annular depending | nesses. '
flange provided with a bead, a lower section, -
an annularupwardly projecting flange on said -
lower section, said flangehaving a bead adapt- |  Witnesses:
ed to beengaged with the depending flangeon - W.ZILLER,
sald upper section whereby said sections are W. LimMine.

JOHN R. DONNELLY.
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