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To all whom it may concern.:
Be it known that I, Josepa HENRY BrROWN,
a subject of the King of Great Britain, and

residing at Northampton, in the county of |
5 Northampton, England, have invented new

and useful lmprovements in Toe-Boxes for

Use 1n the Manufacture of Boots and Shoes, of

which the following is a specification.

- This invention relates to casings (or box-
10 1ngs) of the type which are inserted under the

upper leather or between the latter and the

ining of the toe of a boot or shoe for the pur-

‘pose of reintorcing the said toe, to maintain it |

in shape and to cause it to return to its origi-

15 nal form after it may have been crushed or
pressed m as will happen, for example, when
a toe 1s trodden upon or in other ways dis-
torted or knocked out of shape.

The mmvention comprehends a casing or re-

20 inforcement of-a resilient character which,
while it keeps the boot toe in shape, will yield
under weight or pressure and when the latter
is removed, return to its original form and
thus restore the shape of the toe.

The mmvention comprises a casing formed of

a suitably shaped piece of india rubber having

1xed thereto a suitably shaped piece of leather
through which the stitches pass to connect the
sald casing or reinforcement in position in the

30 toe. | .

The invention will be clearly understood
from the following more detailed description
and the accompanying drawings, in which:—

FKigure 1 is a plan of a toe casing or rein-

35 forcement laid out flat and constructed in ac-

25

cordance with this invention. Fig. 2 is a

- transverse section of the same on the line A,
B, of Fig. 1, the leather strip being shown
partly detached on one side to illustrate the

40 beveling or rabbeting of the india-rubber
casl Fig. 3 1s a perspective view of the
complete casing shaped or molded ready to
insert in-the toe of a boot or shoe, and Fig. 4
1s the toe of a boot (partly in section) with the

45 remforcement or casing therein.

A toe casing or reinforcement constructed
in accordance with this invention comprises
a blank or piece of india rubber C of the con-
tour of a toe cap as shown most clearly in

ber
of the last and secured in position by the

| sﬁrong adhesive, around the curved edge of the

sald blank C is a strip of leather or equivalent

D through which alone the stitches pass which -

connect the upper and the sole together in the
well known manner. . This attaching strip is

cut to the contour of the curved edge of the
blank C and 1s secured thereto so that it pro-

jects slightly beyond the edge of the india-rub-
ber as shown most clearly in Figs. 1 to 3.

It 1s advisable to bevel the inner edge F of
the attaching strip D so that it forms no
shoulder or uneven surface on that face of
the casing which comes next to the wearer’s
toes 1nside the boot, or the rubber Lhlank G
may be molded with a curved edge I :eveled
or reduced in thickness so that tlie overlap-
ping portion of the strip may fit thereon with
1ts edge up to the shoulder G on the latter
thus insuring a smooth surface as -shown in
Fig. 2. The outer edge I of the rubher
blank C 1s also (by preference) heveled or ta-
pered off as shown in Fig. 4 so that the in-
terior of the toe of the boot at the top shall
be free from any projection.

By preference the india-rubber blank C is
shaped or molded to the contour and form
illustrated in Fig. 3 so that it will conform to
the toe of the last and reduce the lahor other-
wise incidental thereto of fitting it on the
same. | |

On reference to Fig. 4 it will be seen that
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the casing is inserted under the upper leather -

I of the boot toe and hetween the said leather
and the lining J that portion of the leather
strip D which projects heyond the india-rub-

%l&nk C being alone turned over the edge

same stitches which unite the sole and upper
together. S | ,.

As the rubber blank or part C of the casing

118 located immediately under the Loot toe it

1s obvious that if the latter be crushed or
trodden upon, the rubber will yield to the
force or impact thereon and subsequently re-

turn and force the toe back to its original

shape and position.

What I claim then is:—

A casing or reinforcement for the toes of
boots and shoes, comprising a shaped or

50 Kig. 1. Attached by cement, solution or like L'molded india-rubber blank of concavo-con-
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vex section so as to fit over or conform to the | In testinf}ony whereof I have signed my
last and a strip of leather attached around | name to this specification in the presence of
the curved edge of the said blank so as to | two subscribing witnesses. '

- project therefrom, the said strip being bev- JOSEPH HENRY BROWN.
5 ele(i on the edge and the said blank being re- Witnesses: |
duced in thickness to receive the said strip| ~  E. N. LEwis,

for the purpose described. , GEORGE LESTER.
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