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1o all whom it may concern:” ,
Be it known that I, Bexyamiy F. KELLY,

a citizen of the United States, residing at

Salt Lake City, county of Salt Lake, and
5 State of Utah, have invented certain new

~and useful Improvements in «arment-

Stretchers, of which the Tollowing is a speci-

fcation. -

My

10 stretching fabric, and more particularly to
~ devices peculiarly designed for stretching
~and creasing trousers, though I do not wish

to be limited to this use. B

- The object of my invention is to provide a
15 device which may be easily inserted into a
~ garment and easily expanded and the par-

trcular object of this invention is to provide

8 constructlon wherein the front and back

members of the frame are movable rela-
20- tively and linked together and wherein the

- expansion shall come equally upon the front
and back bars of the frame and also to pro-
vide means whereby ‘the frame is automatic-
ally locked in position by the reverse pres-
sure of the garment. a -

To this end my invention consists in the
construction set forth in the accompanying
specification and specifically stated in’ the
ciaims apgende&. - Coe

In the drawings,

25

30 wherein I have shown an

embodiment of mv invention, Figure 1 is a

face view of the trousers stretcher in ifs con-
tracted condition. Fig. 2 is a like view of
the stretchep in its expanded state as in-
35 serted within- the leg orf a
Fig. 3 1s a section on the line z—=, of Fig. 2.
~ lake reference characters throuchout the
several views designate like parts.
. My stretcher is composed of a front bar 2
‘and a rear bar 3 of relatively thin metal
said bars having more or less the general
shape of thefront and rear profile of a trousers
- leg.
Gtged' links 4, 4, 4/, there being one of these
links at each end of the device and one pref-
erably in the center. It is to be understood,
however, that I may use any number of links
that I choose. = '
~_ One of the links; preferably the link 4/ at
50 -the small extremity of the stretcher, that is
- at what may be termed the bottom of the
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trousers leg, is serrated or provided with a

sertes of notches 4’ adapted to engage the

- free end of an extending lever 5 which is piv-
35 oted at its »ther end preferably to the front
7 bar 2 at a point midway betweer: tie link 4’

1nvention - relates to devices for.

pair of trousers.

These *wo bars are connected by piv-

and the adjacent link 4. The preferable
connection of the expanding lever 5 with
the link 4’ and its notches 4”7 is to bend the
material of the lever 5 at its extremity into

‘& plane at right angles with the general
plane of the lever and to slot this porticn so
passing though

turned as at 5, the link 4/
that slot. One end of the slot is aclapted to
engage with any one of the notches on the
mner edge of the link 4’ and the other end
of "the slot is adapted to.contact with the
unnotched edge of the link. K

- The free end of the lever 5 is inclined to
the body of the lever so as to make an ob-
tuse angle. therewith. This is for the pur-
pose 0f Increasing the angle between the
irge end of the lever 5 and the link 4”. - The

oreater this angle between the free end of
75

the lever 5 and the link 4", the less DOWer is
required to expand the side bars. - =~

I have shown the end bars 2 and 3 and thé]

end of the expanding lever 5 as turned over

80 as to form finger holds, as I have found

this very convenient. - = .
In operation, it will be seen that with the
bars in the position shown in Fig. 1, the

front and rear bars of the stretchier are rela- .

tavely close together, , particularly at the
lower portion, thus permitting the device
to be easily inserted within a pair of trousers.
Vvhen it is desired to expand the stretcher it
is only necessary to draw the expanding
lever towards the bar 2, which will bring the
two bars 2 and 3 into position where their

ends are in alinement with each other, and

their links are at right angles to the bars.

This, of course, expands the device to an

extent requisite to stretch the trousers leg

tightly over the edges of the bars, thus not

only stretching the fabric but creasing the
SAIMe. . _' o
It will be seen that I use the principle of
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the toggle lever in my device and that there-

fore 1 get great leverage in forcing apart
the front and rear bars. The operator does
not have to open these bars by hand or

torce them apart except by drawing the end
of the expanding lever across the notched
Aink. Itis also to be noted that I get expan-

sion aiong the whole extent of my stretcher,
not merely at the lower end. By drawing

the expanding lever from the position shown -

1n K1g. 1 to that shown in Fig. 2, one of the
bars is raised relatively to the other and at
the same time forced outward by reason of

the movement of the links.
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- expanding lever when 1t will be disengaged
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In my trousers stretcher, as constructed
for ordinary sized trousers, there is an ex-
pansion at the top of about two inches, and
at the bottom of three and a half.” This al-
lows for all difference in sizes. The reverse
pressure of the trousers, particularly when

they are stretched tightly will tend to force .

the bars together, and therefore force the
end of the slot 5’ into engagement with the
notches 4’/ ; thus the stretcher is automatic-
ally held expanded to the extent desired, 1t
not being necessary to otherwise fasten the
expanding lever after the device has been
brought to the position required. _
When it is desired to take out the stretcher
it is only necessary to press inward on the

from the notches and the lever will slide
along the link 4’ wuntil the front and rear
bars are brought closer to each other, when
the device may be easily withdrawn irom
the trousers leg. - -

While I have shown my device as applied

to trousers stretchers, it will be easily seen |

that it may be as well applied to other forms
of stretchers, such as curtain stretchers and
the like. In this case the front and rear
bars would be used provided with the means
for engaging with<the edge of a curtain usu-

ally used. The two bars would be pivoted.

to each other by links and the expanding
lever would be pivoted to one of the side
bars and engage with the notches of one of
the links. The construction would be pre-
cisely the same as that illustrated m the
drawing except that it would be made of

relatively heavy woed and that the rear and

front bars would be parallel to each other in-

stead of being inclined outwardly from each

other at one end. - |
Having described my invention what I

clamm is: | |

1. In a fabric stretcher and creaser, oppo-
site longitudinal bars; links pivoted to and
connecting said bars; and an expanding
lever piveted at one end to one of said lon-

gitudinal bars having its free end engaging.
‘against the inside edge of one of said links,
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said link being provided with notches for
20

the reception of the-end of said lever.

2. In a fabric stretcher and creaser, oppo-
site longitudinal bars; links pivoted to and
connecting said bars; and an expanding

lever pivoted at one end to one of said bsrs, .

the free end of said lever being slotted for

being provided with notches for the recep-
tion of the end of said slot whereby the lever
may be set in any position along said link.

3. In a stretcher and creaser for trousers
and other articles, opposite longitudinal bars
independent -of and separated from each
other along their whole length, said bars

‘being nearer to-each other at one end than
at the other; links pivoted to and connect-

ing said bars at their ends; an expanding
iever pivoted at one end to one of the said
bars and having its free end engaging against
the edge of the link located at the narrow

ortion of the stretcher, the free end of said

ever being adapted to move along the inside

edge of the link; and means for automatic-

ally locking the free end of said lever in any

position along the hnk.

4. In a stretcher and creaser for trousers.

and other articles, oppostte longitudinal bars
independent of and separated ifrom each

other along their whole length; links pivoted
to and connecting sald bars; an expanding
lever pivoted at one end to one of the said
bars and having a slot in its free end sur-.
rounding the link, one edge of the siot en-
ocaging in notches located on the link and

adapted to automatically lock the free end
of the lever in-the desired position along the
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the passage of one of said links, said link™
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link against the reverse pressure of the gar-

ment. = __ .-

In testimony whereof, I have signed my
name to this specification in the presence of
two subsecribing witnesses, this twentv-eighth

‘day of January, 1908.

BENJAMIN F. KELLY.

Witnesses: -
F. CHAMBERLAIN,
- RicHARD HARTLEY.
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