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To all whom 1 may concern: -

Be it known that I, SimMox FLORSHEIM, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Chi-
cago, in the county of Cook and State of 1lli-

‘nois, have mmvented certain new and useful

Improvements in Form-Reducing Corsets, of
which the following 1s a specification.
This invention more particularly relates to

corsets intended to regulate or reduce the ab-

dominal proportions of the wearer; and the
object of the invention is to provide means
for varying or distributing the reducing pres-
sure exerted on the abdomen to the desired
extent. |

- Another object of the invention 1s to so
connect the form reducing flaps with the re-
mainder of the corset that the latter can be
easily hooked up and thereafter the tension
on the fiap regulated by lacing, which 1s a
much more satisfactory and hygienic method
of adjusting the corset than the methods
which have ordinarily been used in corsets of
this general style employing studs and eyelets
or similar attaching means. The objection
to the latter form of corset lies in the fact that
1t is practically impossible to hook the eyelet,

corset has been hooked up, by reason of the
extreme tension required to draw in the flap
to the extent necessary to serve its function
of reducing the abdominal proportions; and,
furthermore, 1t 1s necessary, in the employ-
ment of eyelets, to secure the ilap at but a

single point, so that variations in the degree

of tension and a distribution or adjustment of
the tension are impossible.

In corsets of previous styles it has been
necessary to first secure the ends of the form
reducing flaps to the body sections ot the cor-
set and thereafter hook up the corset, which

is a difficult and unhygienic operation.

Thepresentinvention enables the wearer to
hook up a relatively loose corset and there-

after tighten up, by lacings, the form reduc-

ing flaps and vary the tension, both in degree

- and in 1ts distribution, to a much greater ex-
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‘tent than has been possible in previous con-

structions of the style referred to.
The drawing illustrates the corset of the

present invention, showing one of the flaps

tichtened up to its fullest extent and the
other flap loose.

The corset proper 1 is of any usual and
well known form, and is adapted to have its
front edges secured together by clasps 2 on

the front steels 3 of the corset body. Near
the lower or abdominal portion of the corset,
on each side of the front edges thereol, are
located a pair of flaps 4, of slightly conver-
oent formation toward the inner or iree edges
5, which flaps are secured at their outer edges
6 to the body of the corset, slightly forward
of the hip portion thereof. The lower edges
7 of the flaps extend in substantially horizon-
tal line, slightly above the lower edge of the
corset, and the upper edges 8 extend 1 a
sloping or diagonal line and downwardly con-
verge toward one another. The inner edges
5 are provided with loops 9 of continuous for-
mation sufficient in number to provide for a
very considerable adjustment of the parts.
The edge 5, furthermore, 1s sufficlently long
to permit considerable distribution and va-
riation of the tension exerted on dilfierent
portions of the abdomen. The loops 9 reg-
ister with companion loops 10 of continuous
formation secured to the covering of the cor-
set steels 3, and the loops 9 and 10 have
passed therethrough a lacing 11. 'The corset
1s completed by the provision of the usual
carter straps 12, which are attached to the
lower edge of the corset proper.

~ In adjusting the corset, the reducing flaps

are loosened by withdrawing the lacings, as
shown to the left of the ficure, and the corset
is hooked up in the usual manner. When
thus hooked up the inner edges of tne form
reducing flap will normally lie a considerable
distance from the corset steels on the front
edoes of the corset. By pulling the laces
tieht the edges of the flaps will be drawn to-
ward one another, thereby drawing in on the
abdomen in a gradual and hygienic manner.
Furthermore, the distribution of the tension
can pe regulated to a considerable degree by
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tightening the lacings at the bottom to a

oreater extent than at the top, and vice
versa, so that the tension will be distributed
over a considerable portion of the abdomen
rather than centered at a certain point, as
has been the practice in certain previous con-
structions. This greatly facilitates the ad-
justment of the corset and at the same time
serves to substantially reduce the abdominal
proportions.

What I recard as new and desire to secure
by Letters Patent 1s:

1. In a form reducing corset, the combina-
tion of a pair of flaps secured, at their outer
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| edges, to the lower or abdominal portion of 110




- extending along the inner edges of the flaps

£

the corset and provided with inner edges ver-

tically extending in parallel relation with re-

sdpect to the front edges .of the corset for a
1

distance sufficient to permit substantially
vertical distribution of the pressure exerted
on the abdomen, fastening means for lacings

- Irom top to bottom thereof, fastening means

10

10

for lacings extending along the front edges of

the corset adjacent the front steels, and lac-
ings entered through said fastening means
for regulating the tension exerted on the
flaps, substantially as described.

2. In aform reducing corset, the combina-
tion of a pair of flaps having their lower edges

in substantially parallel relation with the

bottom of the corset and having their front

~orinner edges parallel with the front sides of

the corset and of a length to extend over a
major portion of the abdomen, and having
upwardly sloping upper edges, and having
their rear edges connected with the body of

810,367

the corset slightly forward of the hips there-

of, loops on the inner edges of the flaps, com-

‘panion Joops.on the corset body adjacent the

front steels, and lacings run through said

loops and adapted to regulate the tension
laps and permit vertical ad-
justment of said tension, substantially as de-

exerted on the

scribed. __ |
3. In aform reducing corset, the combina-
tion of a pair of flaps secured at their outer
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edges to the body of the corset and provided

with inner edges vertically extending in par-
allel relation with the edges of the corset,
loops of continuous formation formed on the
edge of the flaps, similar loops formed on the
body of the corset, and lacings extending

through said loops for regulating the tension

on the flaps, substantially as described.
SIMON FLORSHEIM.
Witnesses: o
WALKER BANNING,
- Pierson W. BANNING.
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