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To all whom it may concern.:
Be 1t known that I, NuLs N. Bexpz, a citi-
zen of tiie United States; residing at Ceresco,

‘1 the county of Saunders and State of Ne-
braska, have invented a new and useful Dis-

play-Case, of which the following is a speci-

fication.

This invention relates to display stands
and has for its object to provide a compara-
tively simple and thoroughly efficient device
of this character especially designed for use
in stores and the like for displaying different

- articles of merchandise.
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A further object of the invention is to pro-

vide a display stand having a plurality of

panels pivotally mounted thereon and adapt-
ed to support the merchandise to be ex-
nibited, said panel being movable to open

Eosi‘iﬁon to display the goods and forming a

ousing or protection for the merchandise
when moved to closed position.

A further object is to provide means for
limiting the inward movement of the display

paneis, and means for simultaneously opez-

ating said panels.

A still further object of the invention is
generally to improve this class of devices so
as to Increase their utility, durability and
efliciency. .

Further objects and advantages will appear
1n the following description, it being undexr-

- stood that various changes in form, propor-

tions and minor details of construction may

- be resorted to within the scope of the ap-
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pended claims. -

In the accompanying drawings forming a
part of this specification:—TFigure 1 is a per-
spective view of a display stand constructed
i accordance with my invention showing
the display panels in open position. Fig. 2
1s a side elevation of the same showing the
paneis m closed position. Fig. 3 is a trans-

- verse sectional view taken on the line 3-—3 of
Fig. 2. Fig. 4 is a detail sectional view of

one corner of the display stand. TFig. 51is an

enlarged vertical sectional view of one of the

pinions and its associated parts showing the
manner of locking the same to the adjacent
1

snaft. |

- Similar numerals of reference indicate cor-

responding parts in all of the figures of the

drawings. : __ |

The improved display stand forming the
subject matter of the present invention in-
cludes a hollow frame or cabinet comprising

key.

upper and lower plates 5 and 6, preferably
rectangular in shape, and connected at their
corners by uprights 7 preferably in the form
of angle bars, as shown. -
Journaled in the plates 5 and 6 at each
corner post or standard 7 is a vertical shaft 8
to which is secured a display panel 9, the in-
ner face of which is provided with one or
more snelves, hooks or similar suspension de-
vices 10 for supporting the articles to be
exhibited. -
Disposed above the plate 5 and spaced from
the latter to form an intermediate chamber
11 1s an auxiliary top plate 12 having a ver-
tical stub shaft 13 journaled therein and ex-
tending through the plate 5. Keyed or oth-
erwise rigidly secured to-the stub shaft 13 is
a wheel or disk 14 provided with peripheral
teeth and having spaced notches or recesses
15 formed therein "and defining segmental
racks 16. The upper ends of the shafts 8 are
extended vertically through the chamber 11
with their terminals journaled in the auxiliary
plate 12, and disposed 1n said chamber and

n1gidly secured to each shaft 8 is a pinion 17

arranged to mesh with the teeth of the adja-
cent rack 18. -

Secured to or formed integral with the top
5 of the cap is an enlargement or collar 18

and interposed between said enlargement

and the lower face of the wheel 14 is a washer
19 which forms a bearing and serves to reduce
rrictlon between the parts. Keyed or other-
wise rigidly secured to the stub shaft 13 is a
crank handle 20 by means of which the wheel
or disk may be rotated, thereby to simulta-
neously move the display panels to open or
closed positions. The upper end of each

snatt 8 1s provided with an annular groove

de

ning a stop shoulder 20, and slidably

‘mounted 1n said groove is a spring actuated

locking member 21, one end of which is
adapted to enter a key seat 22 in the adja-
cent shalt, while the opposite end of the lock-
ing key 1s bent laterally to form a finger piece
23 by means of which the key 21 may be
withdrawn from the key seat 22 to permit
the adjacent door to be operated independ-
ently of the remaining doors. A leafspring
24 15 provided for each locking key, one end
of each spring being secured to the upper
plate 5, while the opposite end thereof bears
against a shoulder 25 carried by the adjacent
Thus 1t will be seen that by rotating
the handle 20 in one direction the display
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panels ma,y be moved simultaneously to the
position shown in Fig. 1 of the drawings so as

1o exhibit the merchandise supported on the
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by corner posts, an auxiliary plate spaced
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inner faces of said panels, and that when the |
handle is rotated in the opposite direction

the panels will be moved to the position
shown in Fig. 2 of the drawings and in which
position said panels form the side walls of the
cabinet and thus serve to house and protect
the merchandise from dust and other foreign
matter. It will also be seen that by manipu-
lating the locking keys 21 the severaldoors

“or panels may be adjusted simultaneously or

independently of each other.

Attention 1s here called to the fact that
the corner posts or standards 7 not only
serve to reinforce and strengthen the cabinet,
but by engagement with the free ends of the
display panels serve to limit the inward move-
ment thereof, as best shown in Fig. 4 of the
drawings. '

Having thus described the invention what
is claimed 1s:— | ’

1. A display stand including a cabinet,
display panels pivotally mounted for swing-
ine movement in the cabinet and provided
with means for supporting the articles to be
exhibited, a pinion mounted for rotation

‘with each panel, a gear wheel mounted for
rotation on the cabinet and adapted to mesh

with the teeth of the pinions, and means for
rotating the gear to move said panels simul-
taneously to open and closed positions.

2. A display stand including a cabinet
comprising upper and lower plates connected

from the upper plate to form an intermedi-
ate chamber, display panels pivotally mount-

ed between the upper and lower plates ot the

cabinet at each corner post and having their
pivotal axes extended through the com-
partment, pinions secured to the extended
ends of said axis, a mutilated gear mounted
for rotation within the compartment and
adapted to engage the pinions for simulta-
neously moving the panels to open and
closed positions,

50 bars connecting the plates at the corners

thereof, an auxiliary plate spaced from the

910,851

against each locking key for

_ | i the presence of two
3. A display stand including a cabmet | | '
comprising upper and lower plates, angle |

uppe'r plajje to form an iﬂ‘t.erme(ii'a,te com-
partment, shafts journaled in the upper and

lower plates of the cabinet at the corner

posts and having their upper ends extended
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vertically through the compartment, dis-

play panels secured to and movable with the
shafts, pinions carried by the extended ends
of sald shaft, a collar secured to the top
plate, a disk mounted for rotation within the
compartment and provided with segmental
racks adapted to engage the pinions for
moving the panels to open and closed posi-
tions, a bearing washer interposed between
the collar and said disk, and a handle opera-
tively connected with the disk for rotating
the latter. |

60

60

4. A display stand including a cabinet, 8

series of display panels pivotally mounted

on the cabinet, and means operatively con-
nected with the panels for moving the same

70

simultaneously or independently to open and

closed positions. :

5. A display stand including a cabinet

comprising quer and lower plates, vertical
shafts journaled in said plates at the corners
of the cabinet, display panels carried by and

movable with the shafts, pinions loosely
mounted on the upper ends of the shatts,a
gear wheel adapted to mesh with the pmions.
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for simultaneously moving the panels to -

open and closed positions, and locking mem-

bers for keying the pinions to the shafts. -
6. A display stand including a cabinet

comprising upper and lower plates, shaits

mounted for rotation in the plates at the

corners of the cabinet, dis]flay panels car-

ried by the shafts, pinions loosely mounted

on the upper ends of the shafts, locking keys.

slidably mounted on the shafts and arranged

to enter registering seats formed in the pmn-

jons and shafts, respectively, for keying the
pinions on the shafts, and a spring
normaﬁly

X1Ng

each pinion on its shaft.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own, 1 have hereto affixed my signature
witnesses.

NELS N. BENDZ.
Witnesses: ' - |

W. L. GALE,
FRED MOSTROM.
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