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To all whom 1t may concern: _ .

Be it known that I, Cmarres - T. WITT-
STEIN, a citizen of.the United States, residing
at Newark, in the county of Essex and State
of New Jersey, have invented certain Im-

provements in Neck-Chains, of which the fol-

lowing.is a specitication. '

This invention relates to jewelry, especially
to chains such as are worn about the neck for
ornament, and more particularly has refer-
ence to the snap or fastening of such an orna-
mental chain. ' o

The objects of the invention are to prevent
loss of the chain even though its snap be-
comes unfastened; to positively attacg the
chain to the wearer so that it cannot be lost;
to hold the chain at the back of the neck
against shifting or slipping out of place; to
provide a chain fastening which also efiects a

fastening of the dress at the back of the neck;

to secure a neat and pleasing appearance of
the chain not different from 1its corract ordi-
nary appearance; to provide for these pui-

poses & construction which is simpie, durable
}

and inexpensive and to obtain other advan-

tages and results as may be brought out in |

he following description. ; |
Referring to the accompanying drawings

in which like numerals of reference indicate

the same parts in the several figures, Figure ?
is-a rear view illustrating my improved neei

“chain in place on a wearer; Fig. 2 1s an en-

larced side elevation of the snap or fastening
of the chain, and Fig. 3 is a view of the same
from beneath: Fig. 4 is a side elevation of a

slightly modified construction, Ig. 5 shows

40

49

860

89

the snap
construction with the receiving clasp pin ve-
moved, and Fig. 6 is a longitudingl section of
the said clasp pin. -'

In said drafwings, and particularly Figs. 1,
2 and 3 thereof, 5 indicates the series of links

constituting the greater part of the neck

chain as is usual.  To.one of the ends of tlus
series of links, to he Tastened or secured to-
gether, is attached a clasp pin, preferably by
means of an eye 2 passing through the endd
length of the series and soldered or other-
wise inseparably united to the end ol the
body portion or back 1 of the clasp pin.

The other end of the clongated body 1, as at )

10 is provided with a longitudinal socket,
adapted to receive a doubled-sprimg snap

member 4, which in detail is of cormon and |
well known construction and shown more
fully in Fig. 5 of the drawings. This snap .

ends of the chain in such modified

belongs and is least conspicuous.

"member 4, like the body 1, lies 1n endwise

alinement with the series of links 5, and at
its outer end has an eye 3 by which 1t is per-
manently attached to the opposite end of the
chain proper from that to which the clasp
pin is attached. These members, 1 and 4,
thus permit the ends of the chain to be united
and separated at pleasure, as may be neces-
sary in putting on and taking off the neck
chain as an article of jewelry.

The clasp pin has at one of its sides a pin
shaft 8, hinged thereto as at 7 by means of &
stud 6, the point of the pin being adapted to
be removably entered beneath a shield or

‘keeper 9, as 1s common 1n clas% pins.

It will be understood that the wearing of
neck chains, either alone or to support lockets,
pendants or other pieces of jewelry, has al-
ways heretofore been attended by great risk
of losing the entire ornament by reason of
the snap coming unfastened and allowing the

chain to fall off. By my improved construc- -

tion, however, the clasp pin which constitutes

also, oné of the snap members is secured

into the clothing of the wearer In a man-
ner similar to that in which any other clasp
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pin is fastened, and thus the neck chain s

Eositively pinned to the wearer and canhot
e lost even if the snap fastening which

unites the two ends of the chain together

should become detached or opened. Lioss of
the chain is thus positively prevented, and
furthermore the ordinary and usual appear-
ance of the neck chain is not materially
altered, since the pin shaft 8 and its mount-
ines on the body 1 are so small and incon-
spicuous as to be practically out of sight

-when inserted in the dress. .
Tndeed, the appearance of the chain upon

the wearer is improved by my invention,
since in wearing ordinary chains it has
heen difficult or impossible to keep the snap
at the back of the neck where it properly
Hereto-
fore, chains have shifted longitudinally
around the wearer’s neck, and also bhave

slid up and down at the back of the neck, so

that frequently a very diflerent appearance
is given from that intended. Particularly
has this been true of children’s neck chatus.
By my improved construction, the snap
moeans uniting the ends of the series of links
is located or may be fixed in its appropriate
position at the back of the wearers neck,
and furthermore such fixing means serves the
additional purpose of a clasp pin in securing
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the dress together at the back of the neck.

~ In other words, the neck chain pin becomes

v B

back.

an additional pin of the sort commonly used
by ladies to fasten their garments at the

Although I prefer, as above stated, to per-

. manently attach one end of the clasp pin to
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the chain proper, I may under some condi-

tions employ the construction shown in

Figs. 4, 5 and 6, where 11 and 12 Indicate

doubled-spring snap members secured to the
oppostte ends of the chain 13, and adapted to
enter the opposite ends of a connecting clasp
pin 14.  This clasp pin, as shown in detail in

K1g. 5 has a hollow or tubular body 15 with

apertures 16, 17 at its opposite ends to admit
the snap members 11 and 12. ~ A pin shaft 18
1s arranged longitudinally at one side of the
body piece 15. '

Having thus described the invention, what
I claim as new is: _

1. In & neck chain, the combination of a

series of links, a elasp pin having a body por-
tion permanentiy attached at one end to said
hnks and at its other end presenting a socket,

and a spap member connected to the other |

end of said links and adapted to enter the
said socket. - ' - |

2. In a neck chuain, the combination of a
sertes of links, a snap member permanently
attached to one end of said links, and a clasp
pin permanently attached to the other end of
said links, the body portion of said elasp pin
forming a snap member adapted to co-
operate with the first mentioned snap

member. s |

3. In a neck chain, the combination of a

series of links, a snap member permanently

attached to one end of said links, and a clasp
pin permanently attached to the other end of
sald links having an inseparable snap mem-
ber adapted to co6perate
mentioned snap member. .-
series of links, a snap member attached to
one end of said links, and a clasp pin having
a body
second end of said links and adapted at its
other end to receive the first mentioned snap
member. | -

with the Afirst

4. In a neck chain, the combinatioh of a

10

45

portion attached at one end to the

o

5. In a neck chain, the combination of a

attached to one end of said links, and a clasp

Ein attached to the other end of said links
aving 8 body portion providing at its free

end a tubular socket adapted to receive said
doubled-spring. T T
6. In a chain, the combination of a series

of links, co6perating snap members attached

at their opposite outer ends one to each end
of said hinks in endwise alinement there-

with, and a pin on one of said members.

‘ser1es of links, a doubled-spring snap member
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7. In a chain, the combination of a series

of links, an elongated body connected at one
end to an end of said links and at its other

end providing a longitudinal, socket, a spring
member attached to the other end of said

links and adapted to enter said socket, and a
pin fastened on said elongated body. =
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CHARLES T. WITTSTEIN.

In the presence of— =
BertHA 5. FurTon,
Krtarr B. Rerp.
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