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Be it known that-X, Henry C. WrnriNe.

_citizen of .the United States, residing at

- Houston, in' the county of Harris and State

of Texas, have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Mail- Catchers, of

which the following is a specification.

~ a device of the character described that will

15 .
. to the door of the car so that it may be read-

- My invention relates to new and useful
- Improvements 1n mail catchers and more
10

particularly to such devices as may be used
in taking mail bags on moving ‘cars, -
The ovject of the invention is to provide

recelve the mail bag which is placed beside
the track and automatically carry the same

o 1ly removed within the car.
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Another feature resides:in the provision
of means for discharging mail bags from
cars when in motion. .

Kinally the object of the invention is to

1;pr0vicle a device of the character described
that will be efficient and durable and at the
- same time simple and easily constructed and

kept in working order. = o
With the above and other objects in view,
my 1nvention has particular relation to cer-

tain novel features of construction and oper-

ation an example of which is described in

the following specification and illustrated
in the accompanying drawings, wherein:
Figure 1 is a side elevation of my device

attached to the car and in position after re-

. ceiving the mail bag. Fig, 2 is a partial
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 Referring now more particularly

cross section through the car wall, showing

my device In plan as it appears when swing-
ing down. Fig. 3 is a partial cross section

through the car wall, showing a plan of my |

device extended-and set for action. Fig. 4
1s a plan view of the discharging device.
to the

~drawings, wherein like numerals of refer-
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ence designate similar parts in all the fio-

ures, the numeral 1 designates the support-
ing rod of my device which is firmly fas-
tened across the car door by means of the

~ bearings 2. Upon +this rod the frame com-

o0
1. The rod 4 extends beyond the supporting
rod 1 and terminates in a suitable handle or

o8

posed of rods 4 and 5 and the cross bar 6 is
shidably swung by means of runners 7 and 8.
These rungers are also revoluble on the rod

Pt

grip 9. o
~ The runner 8 which is integral with the
rod 4 1s shouldered so as to engage with the

- collar. 10: immovably mounted on.the sup-

| porting rod i similarly shouldered so as to

engage the shoulder of the runner 8. This

runner is held firmly against the collar 10 by

means ot a coil spring 11. _ 1
- Upon the erosz-bar 6 is pivotally mounted
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the lever 12, the rear end of which has a

with this runner is accomplished by a thumb

1 slidable engagement with a ronner 13 adapt-
ea to slide on the rod 4. The engagement -

B3O

screw 14 passing through an oblong slot 15

in saxd lever and engaging with said runner.

- This runner and the rear end of the lever 12

are normally held down by means of

‘ a coil
spring 16 mounted on the rod 4. '
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The crossbar 6 carries an arm 17 pivbtl |
ally mounted thereon which is pressed for-

ward by means of a flat spring 18 and which

‘18 provided at its free end with a shoulder

adapted to engage a projection 19 carried by
the lever 12. -

~The crossbar 6 projects bevond the rod 4
projection carries curved spring
which are intended to carry the

and the
hooks. 20 _
bag to be ejected. Similar hooks are de-
signed to be placed beside the track to re-
cetve the ejected bag.

The operation of my device is as follows:
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‘When 1t is desired fo arrange the device for

taking on mail, the front end of the lever

12 1s forced downward until the pivot 19 en-

| gages with the shoulder at the free end of

the arm 17. By reason of this engagement
and the pressure of the springs 16 and 18,

the lever 12 is held in this extended posi-

tion.  The entire device is then revolved on

the supporting rod 1 by depressing the han-
dle 9 until it extends out at a right angle to
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‘the car, when the shoulder of the runmner 8

wiil be forced into engagement with the
shoulder of the stationary collar 10 by
means of the spring 11 and. thus the device
will be held in an extended position. The

‘mail bag 1s t¢ be so positioned beside the

track as to strike against the arm 17 and to
torce the same out of engagement with the

8b
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pivot 19. The outward pressure of the

spring 16 on the rear of the lever 12 will ele-
vate the front end thereof, which will carry

‘the bag with it and engage the same be-

tween the lever and the cross bar 6, and thus
securely hold the bag. The force of the
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impact with the bag at the same time carries -

the frame rearwardly along the supporting
rod 1 disengaging the shoulder of the run-
ner 8 from the shoulder of the collar 10 thus

| permitting the device to swing around and
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take the position shown in Fig. 1, thus

15

bringing the mail bag in the door “of the car.
It will be observed that the lever 12 when

1n- the position as shown in Fig. 1 is sufli-
ciently inclined to prevent the bag from slip-

ping off of the same.
What T claim, is:
1. In a mail catchm device, the combma—

tion. with a supportmg shaft, 'of means for
10
~ -the shaft
:shaft adapted to engage with the clutch, a
lever arm supported from the frame adapted
‘to engage with the mail, and spring opera-,ted

‘the-same to a car, a. cluteh fixed on
, & frame rev olubly mounted on the

securin

means for securing sald engagement.

2. In a mail catching deyice; the combina-
tion with a supporting shaft of a frame
movably mounted on the sha,ft, means for
controlling the position of said frame, a

20 means for delivering mail fixed on the fra,me,
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a spring set lever pivotally mounted on the
frame adapted to catch the mail.
3. In a mail catching device, the combina-

tion' with a supporting shaft, of means for

securing said shaft to a car, a clutch mem-
ber fixed on said shaft, a frame. movably
mounted on ' the shaft adapted to engage

‘with the clutch, a lever pivotally mounted
on the frame adapted to engage with mail,
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means for securing said engagement, and
means for automatically | swinging the frame
to a vertical position at the 51de oz the car.
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In testlmony whereof I have sicned my

name to this specification 1n the presence of
two subscribing witnesses.

HEN RY C. WEHLI\TG

Wit’nesses:
O. S. CumMmiNGs,
Wwn. A. CATHEY
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