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To all whom it mcm/ concern. R '
Be it known that I, LUDWIG W. MEL—

- CHIOR, of Wilmington, in the county of New-

~ castle a,nd State of Delaware, have mvontod_

certain new and useful Improvements n
-Mail-Bag
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double tracks a
_clent -‘

Catchers and Deliverers; and I
do hereby declare the following to be full,

clear, and exact description of the mventlon i
.such as will enable others skilled in the art
to which it appeltams to make a,nd use the
‘same. - -

The primary ob]ect of this mventlon is to

provide in a mail bag delivery and receiving
}i]paratus simple and highly efficient means
ereby a bag may be 1ead1]y suspended in | bag
‘track service, and such ends are formed w ith-
slots 17 to accommodate the mail bag ring
port has a
_guldo or flange 18 which retains the loop 91iIn
properly suspended positions so that 1t will

‘be engaged by the catcher arm of the car in

“Within

‘position on 8 car and likewise readily re-

moved from a support adjacent to the track
while a car is in motion.

taining the bag-holding and receiving device
n posmon and to enable 1t to be moved mto
the car.

. 'T'he 1mvention will be herem&fter fully set
forth and partlcularly pomted out in- tho-

claims.
In the accompanymg drawmgs I’1guw 1

|18 a view In perspective showing the applica- |

tion of my invention. FKig. 2 i1s a view In
side elevation, parts being shown in section.
KFig. 3 1s a top pliam view. . Fig. 4 is a section
on lime 3—3, Kig. 3, lookmg in the direction
of the arrow. Elg 5 Shows the-. oatohol held

‘inwardly.

Roferlmg to the draw Ings, 1 deSIgnates

bar which 1s extended across a car door open-

ing and journaled at its ends in bearings 2.
This bar is held in its normal position by a
retaining plate 3, which is shown as hinged
to the side of the car and as having a cut out

in its free end to &ccommodato tho bar.

- This
‘readily manipulated. The bar carries two

late has a knob 4 by which it may be
oppositely-extended catcher-arms 5 when
constructed for a single track service, but for
single oatcher-alm 18 suffi-

6 deolgnotes a mail bag 1eta,mel It ha,s

- upper and lower pmallel arIns zmd a boss

50

formed with an
pivot stud 7. This boss has flat sides so

that a plate spring 8 secured to bar 1 may

hold the retainer in its extended or its folded
posmon The arms of the retainer are
tormed Wlth opposﬂ:e longltudmal glooves |

"And further ob-

jects are to provide nnproved means for re-

‘the standard is a
‘which projects throug

of the standard. In said slot, at its center,
1s a depression 22 for insuring the proper

ﬁemng to aooommodate a

to accommodate 8, loop 9 of apprommately-
U-shape, and composed of a single wire the
‘ends of which are bent mwardly and tele-

'.: Patented J'o,_n.lﬁ, 1_909. o
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scoped-by a sleeve 10 which allows such ends

to have a yielding movement. By
forming the loop 1t will be seourely hold n
the retainer.
which a mail bag is designed to be secured.

‘When the loop is within the retainer, the
Ting .

is at right angles thereto, bemg sus-
ponded from the lower arm of the retainer.

The crane comprises a hollow standard 13
and a support 14 secured thereto by arms 16.
This support is shown capable of holding a

12, and the underside of such su

removing a bag from the support.
19 capable of being

1post
turned axially. This post carries an arm 20

051t1011 of the arm. The latter 1s shown as

thus
On the loop is a ring 12 to

at each end, as is required in single
70

a horizontal slot 21

79
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aving two extended portions 23, hooked at

their free ends,
double track but one of these extended pOT-

but 1in connection with a

85

tions 23 1s required. When extended to-
ward the track, this arm will be in position

to engage the loop and remove 1t from the
retainer, which latter is usually thereby
folded inwardly against the bar. Likewise

‘the act of taking a mail bag from a car will

90

cause the receiving arm to turn its support-

ing 1post axially within the standard.

e advantages of my invention will be

a,pparent to those skilled in the art. By
means of the yielding loop, the ba,%;

less of any motion of the train, wil

celving arm of the crane, and likewise by

| providing the 11’1&11 bag support with a slot
for the mail bag ring and a guide for the loop,
T am enabled fo insure the bag being taken
up by the catcher arm of the car. _
‘may be readily turned when released by
‘plate 3 so as to enable the bag on the catcher
| a,II;m to be withdrawn from the latter Wlthlll -
the car. |

95

regard-
be auto-
'matloally removed from the car by the re- -

100

The bar

I h&ve. ohown and desorlbed my present _

1056 o
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improvements in connection with a single | at its énds and extended across a car—door

track, but“it is obvious that ‘the same’is

equa,lly applicable for double tracks:
I claim as my invention:

1. In an apparatus of the character de-
scribed, a mail bag retainer carried by a car
10~
jecting arms, a loop fitted between and Eeld_ff
by said arms, a ring carried by said Toopand
to which a mail bag 1s designed to be secured, |
said ring being designed to fit over the lower |-

.......

and ha,vmg upper and lower outwardly’

one of said arms, and g crane mounted adja-
cent to a track hamng an arm for r remowng
said loop from said retainer.

2. In an apparatus of the character de-
seribed, a mail bag retainer carried by a car

_a,nd ha,vmf:r upper a,nd lower outwardly pro-

jecting arms, a loop of yielding material
titted between and held by said arms, a ring
carrled by said loop and to which a m.:ul ba

is designed to be secured, said ring be,mg |

supported by the lower of sa,ld arms, and a

crane mounted adjacent to a track having an

arm for removing said loop from said re-
tainer.

3. In an apparatus of the character de-
seribed, a mail bag retainer carried by a car
and ha,vmg upper and lower outwardly pro-
jecting arms, a loop composed of a single
wire the ends of which are disconnected,

"_.-".ﬂ-l'

sleeve telescoping said disconnected ends,
~ said loop being designed to fit between sald

arms with said sleeve located betweén the
outer ends of said arms, means for con-
necting a mail bag to sald loop, and a crane
having an arm for engaging : and removmg S&ld

.....

~loop from said retainer.
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4, In an apparatus of the character de-

scribed, a bar pivotally mounted across a car

door opening, means for holdmg said bar in

rrrrr

its normal position, a bag retainer pivoted to

said bar, a spring plate for holding said
retainer in an extended or a folded position,

said retainer having upper and lower spaced- |
‘spectfication i the presence of two sub-
seribing w 1tnesses

- 1 = = -

apart arms, a loop designed to fit between

said arms, a ring carried by said loop and to

which a mail bag is designed to be- secured,

and a crane ha,vmg an arm for takmg in smd |

loop.
5. The conlbmatwn Wlth the bar pweted

|

T i —

.Qpemnﬁg, of a plate pivoted to the side of a

car and having a cut-out to accommodate

“I'said bar to hold it in its normal position, a

mail bag retainer having a boss formed w ith
flat surfaces and pivoted to said bar, a plate

spring sec¢ured to said bar for engaging said
' boss, a loop designed to be secured to a mail
bag ‘and held by said retainer, and a crane

having an arm tfor engaging said loop.

6. In an apparatus of the character herein
descrlbed in combination, a bar mounte«l on
2 car and having a catc,her arm extending
therefrom, a support mounted adjacent to a
track and hawng a slot formed therein, said
support being designed to hold a :mful bag
having a ring secured thereto, said ring fit-
ting in said slot, and a loop suspended from

' said ring and deagmd to be engaged by said

catcher arm.

7. In an apparatus of the character herem
descrlbed in combination, a bar mounted on
8, car a,nd having a ca,tcher arm extending
therefrom, a maﬂ bag support mounted ad-
]acent to a track and having a slot, formed
therein, and a flange on ‘the underside of sald
support at the inner end of said slot, a ring

‘carried by a mail bag designed to ﬁt in sald

slot, and a loop suspended from said ring
a,nd designed fto hear against said flange so

that said loop w 111 be engaged by said ca,tcher
| arm.

8. In an apparatus of the charactel herein
described, in combination with a bar mount-
ed on a car, a mail bag retainer projecting
from said bar and a loop supported by said
retainer and to which a mail bag is designed
to be secured, a crane mounted adjacent to
the track and comprising a standard having
a horizontal slot, an axially movable post
mcmnted in said’ standard and a mail bag
receiving arm secured to sald post and PTo-
jecting through said slot.

In testimony whereof 1 have signed this

LUDWIG W MELCHIOR

“Tltnesses -
Jyno. ‘W, Brapy,
J ULIA BYRNE
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