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Lo all whom it may concern.:

Be 1t known that I, OzeLLo R. Hunt, a
citizen of the United States, residing at
Kenosha, in the county of Kenosha and State

5 oI Wisconsin, have invented a new and use-
tul Improvement in Wire Fabrics, of which
the following is a specification.

My invention relates particularly to wire
fabrics of the character now commonly em-

10 ployed for mattresses, beds couches, etc.;
and my primary object is to provide a fabric
of pleasing design, of strong and durable
character, and which can be cheaply manu-
factured. - _

i5  The mvention is illustrated in the accom-
panying drawings, in which—

Figure 1,represents a broken bottom view
of a wire mattress constructed in accordance
with my mvention; Fig. 2, a broken perspec-

20 tive view showing a portion of the improved
wire tabric; Fig. 3, a view of one of the
longitudinal strands employed in the fabric:
Kigs. 4 and 5, fragmentary views showing
modifications of the invention; and Fig. 6, a

25 Iragmentary view showing a slight modifica-
tion of the fabric shown in Fig. 1 whereby
provision is made, when desired, for folding
the fabric sharply along longitudinal lines.

Referring to Figs. 1 to 3 inclusive, A rep-

30 resents a Iframe; and B, my improved
fabric. The fabric comprises longitudinal
strands 0, and transverse links ! connecting
sald strands. KEach strand comprises two
substantially straight parallel wires 52, 2

35 each provided, respectively, with offsets or
half-eyes, %, which are struck or turned to-
ward each other. The construction is such
that the offsets of the members of each
strand lie side by side; or, in other words, the

40 oflsets of each strand are turned toward each

other so as to lie side by side at points where
the hooks of the transverse links ' engage
the strands. The links &' are arranged in
transverse rows, said links being provided at
their extremities with hooks #° adapted to
pass about both members of a strand at the
ofiset points. To prevent the transverse
hnks from shifting longitudinally on the
tabric these hooks are preferably passed

50 through each other or interlocked, as will be
clearly understood from Figs. 1 and 2.

A convenient method of forming each
strand 1s illustrated in Fig. 3, from which it
will be observed that a single length of wire

55 1s tolded upon itself to form the two members
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| 0%, 0%, the extremities of the members being

provided with hooks 8%. At the point where
the wire is folded upon itself is provided a
loop b7 adapted for connection with spring-
cois 0% attached to the adjacent end of the
frame A. The hooks #° may be connected

with sumilar coil-springs at the opposite end
of the frame.

The manner of connecting the transverse
links with the longitudinal strands of the

fabric which is illustrated in Figs. 1 and 2
permits enough flexibility of the fabric for

ordinary use in mattresses, folding couches,
etc. However, when desired, provision may

be made for a hinge-joint connection between -

the transverse links and certain of the
strands, which will permit the fabric to be
compactly folded for the purpose of ship-
ment. One method for accomplishing this
18 Hlustrated in Fig. 6, in which B* represents
a tabric like the fabric shown in Figs. 1 and
2, except that at alternate strands, the hooks
0° of the transverse links simply pass about
the ofisets of the strands, but do not pass
through or lockingly engage each other.
Thus, a hinge joint is provided at alternate
strands, while the interlocking feature of the
hooks of the transverse links at the remain-
Ing strands is preserved, so that the trans-
verse links will not shift longitudinally with
relation to the fabrie. '

In the modification illustrated in Fig. 4, B?
represents a fabric having alternate strands b
like the strands shown in Figs. 1 and 2, and
having the remaining strands 5° composed of
single wires. The same transverse links 5!
are used for uniting the strands and it will be
observed that hinge joints thus are provided
at the alternate strands composed of single
lengths of wire. In the construction illus-
trated 1n Fig. 4, the hooks on the transverse
links 1interlockingly engage each
throughout the structure.

- In the modification illustrated in Fig. 5, B?
represents a rabric similar to the fabric B2
except that the hooks of the transverse links
b are not interlocked at the strands which
are composed of a single length of wire. It
1s obvious that the same hinge effect is ob-
tained in this modification as in Fig. 4.

It may be stated that the constructions
shown in Figs. 1 and 6 are exceedingly strong
and durable constructions, are of pleasing de-
sign, and may be manufactured at a low
enough cost to place the fabric within the

other

6O

15

80

50

95

105

110



5

10

&

popularreach. It may be added thatseveral
lengths of wire may be simultaneously oper-
ated upon to produce the offsets 6%, 6%, and
that while the wires are still inthe holder they
may be subjected to the action of a second
%I:ess to fold them to the condition shown in
12, 3.
he foregoing detailed description has been

oiven for clearness of understanding only,

and no undue limitation is to be understood
therefrom. , |

What I regard as new, and desire to secure
by Letters Patent, 1s—

1. A fabric comprising a plurality of
strands and links arranged 1n transverse
rows and uniting said strands, all or a number
of said strands each composed of two sub-
stantially straight wires spaced a short dis-
tance apart and having instruck ofisets, said
links having hooks embracing said wires at
said offsets, for the purpose set forth.

2. A fabric comprising a plurality of
strands and links arranged in transverse

008,773

rows and uniting said strands, all or anumber
of said strands each composed of two sub-
stantially straight wires spaced a short dis-
tance apart and having instruck ofisets, said
links having hooks at their ends, certain of
said hooks embracing said wires at said ofi-
sets and also interlocking with each other; for
the purpose set forth. '

3. A fabric composed of a plurality of
similar strands, and links arranged 1n rows
and uniting said strands, each strand com-
posed of two substantially straight wires
separated by a short spacé and having oilsets
struek towards eéach other and lying side by
side, said links having hooks émbracing said
offsets, said hooks interlocking at certain
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strands and not interlocking at other strands, 40

for the purposé set forth. _
OZELLO R. HUNT.
In presence of— .
RALPH A. SCHAEFER,
Wwu. P. Orr.
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