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To all.wﬁom it may concern: o
Be it known that I, HENRY MUELLER, a

citizen of the United gtates, and resident of

Decatur, Macon county, State of Illinois,

5 have invented certain new and useful Im-

. provements in Shiftable Indexes for Cocks:
and my preferred manner pf car ing out the

invention is set forth in the following full’

clear,and exact description, terminating with
10 claims particularly specifying the novelty. -
This invention is'embodie | 1n & cock hav-
ang a two-part separable hLousing or holder
-for an’index member inscribed with different
indications, such as words or sighs; upon, its
16 apposite or different faces. = One part of the

*»

¥

'..hbusmﬁl-iﬂ in-the nature of a rim or frame |

. .which’

- ‘f1on.on the expased face of said mémber; and
‘o the wards or signs on tlie member are each
- descriptive or suggéstive of a use for which
the cock is ‘adq;%t'e;d. The index is changed

by, separating the parts of the housing, re-

. .versing or shifting the &tisi"t_,ipn" of the mem-
26 ber, and re-connécting. e.parts of the hous-
- ing with the member therein and :a different

1n ication*ax{‘msed. .

‘The invention is ﬁxemgliﬁed in the struc-

~ ture hereinafter described, and it is defined
30 1n the appended clsims. o

. In the drawings forming part of this speci-

ficgtion, lﬁﬁm 1 1s a plan of & compression

. basin ¢ock having & cross handle in which

my invention is'embodied.  Fig. 2 is a side

35 elevation of the compression cock with the
- -handle thereof in central vertical section.
ig. 3 is a side elevation of & vight-and-left
“Fuller™ basin cock with my index member

_ shown. in section at the upper end thereof:
40. Fig. 4'is a plan view of a convexo-convex in-

- dex member, showing the face thereaf oppo-
 site-that shown in Fig: 1. - Fig. 5 is an eleva-
- tion of the obverse and reverse of a spherical

~ member haying- different jndicationg on its
45: opposite sidés. Fig. 6 is an elevation of a
\ 8pherical member with numerous indica-
tions. thereon.. Fig. 7 shows a button-
shaped member whose-different ‘indications
are on oppasite face. Fig. 8 is'a section of a

69. modified form: of the housing adapted to
| nﬂa\ly any form:of member set forth herein—

& polygonal form being shown in.this view.
~__The-body-of the cock is shown at 1, at 2 in
Fig. 3 iB:-EgDWII a slightly concaved and ex-

whils holds 881d imetnber in placo by em.
- bracing ite-edge, without covering the indica-

| ternally threaded index support or seat, the

index member is shown at 5, and at 3—4 is
shown the rim or frame that co-acts with the.
support 2 to form the holder, or housing, fo.
the member. The 'separabia' part of the
housing comprises the ring 3 which is inter-
nally threaded to screw onto the support 2,
and the inward-extending flange 4 on the up-
per edge.of the ring. The member has
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about the same diameter as the support 2

and the inner diameter of the ring 3, and the
flange 4 extends far enough over the edge of

the member to hold it in place while leaving

exposed the word or sign indicative of the

use of the cock. o |
In applying the shiftable index member to

8 cross-handle, the upper surface of  the
handle 6 is circularly grooved to outline the

supparting surface or seat-7 for the member

5, the seat 1s preferably shaped to conform to
‘the sha
internally threaded. The separable pari, of

of the member, and the groove is

the housing comprises a ring 8 which is ex-
ternally threaded to engage the threads of

the grooves, and an inward-extending flange

9'which embraces the edge df the member.
- The two illustrations of* the inventjon

65

76

75

80

show certain modifications of the separable-

housing idea, and other modifications wil).

doubtless be suggested thereby. The gist of ~

the 1dea is to provide the cock with a separa-
ble housing which may be opened to permit
reversal or shifting of the member, and the
mechanical construction is capable of con-

85

siderable variation “without departing from |

the principle of the invention. The index is
particularly applicable to cocks that may be
used either as right hand cocks or left hand
cocks, but it is not confined to this use.

The various illustrations of different forms
and markings of the member in the different

views show .certain modifications in this fea-

ture of my invention, and .other tnodifica-
tiong will doubtless be suggested thereby.

The spherical member 51 ‘In Fig. 5 is here.

marked with “H’”’ (hot) and “C’’. (cold) on
directly opposite faces.. The spherical mem-
ber 52 in Fig. 6 has numerous indications on
its different sides, some of which indications
may be alike, and in this case the opening in
the flange 4 or 8 will be small enough to ex-

ose only one indication at a time; the thick-
disk button 53 in Fig. 7 is reversely marked

on 1ts opposite sides; and the polygonal

R
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variety of indications on its Ineets as shown.

2.

member 54 in Fig. & may be.marked with a |

In this view the housing is substantially the
same as in Fig. 3, but the seat 20 has a con-
ical supporting surface adapted to almost
any shape of member, and the {lange 40 has
& preferably smaller opening throughy which -
but one facet may be seen while all others are |

The index member 33 is called herein u |
button because of its reseinblance, in this in- |
stance, to a button; but it may be made in i
various shapes,’'some of which are shown and
described, and its action has nothing in com- |
mon with tlie ordinary function of a button.

|

It is desirable however, that in plan view

- ber shall be round or substantially round in

- 20

- brace the upper ﬂ
this I mean, for instance, that a square mem-
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(3. e. when looking down upon the indication

-ber housing-such _ R
The advantages of a shiftable, rotatable; |

inscribed and wit

‘sary details for any type of member or han- |

which Is exposed %y the housing) each memn-
contour so that when screwing the ring onto
the support the flange will rather closefy em- |
side of the member! By |

ber would hardly answer with a screw-mem-
as shown herein. .
or variable index member when used in con-
nection with a cock are many. These mem-
bers-are commonly made of pottery, suitably

ﬁ 8 highly glazed o. porce-
lein smface, and the meker if given the neces- .

Bl e k-

-

dle need furnish only one for the cock to

~ which it is to bé applied ; rather than furnish-
35

ing a plurality having different "'111_(1imtion_s.’i
The manufacturer of the cock need ¢arry m

stock but a single member, instead of a plu- |

rality having different indicatious, and m as- |

‘sembling the parts it is immaterial what mdi- |

cation ‘he leaves exposcd. So also with-the
jobber and plumber. Finally, when the cock
is set up for use, the workman without spe--
ti&l't{){)!s ¢an,quickly adjust the index so that

ire indieation will agree with'the seevice per-. |,
formned by the cock; and even afterwards, of
‘ably engaging the exterior of satd memrber

the user shoukd, for iustance, cut off hot
water and desire the indication to be ““cold”,-
he could. change the mdex himself. . -+ ¢

In a companion application filed-by me |

this day and bearing Serial :Number 580,582 |
the index member 1s. hored through in, once

direction and held in plage hetween the parts |

of a separable nut-and-bolt-clump,” so that |

+

when the clanp is looscned the incex or but-:

toni can be rotated on its axis to cause any .

Ly

-

t

i.tial

. .Pmvp MUBLLER,

008,418

one of several indications with which it is

- provided on its perimeter to confrony the

user. In the present case the index meniber
is rotatable in but one plane H it be flat or
flattencd, but may be a&justeql or turned on
almost any axis i it be spherical or nearly so.
In each instance I have shown and deseribed
my index as used m connection with a cock
where 1ts ndications are usually “‘hot’” or

‘‘eald” or the like, but I do not mean to

limit the use of the mvention to this art nor
confine the mdications to those words,
. YWhat 1s clanmed as new ;.

1. The combination with a -cock, and s

shiftable ndex member havidg - different

words or siens on its different faces;-of a sep-
aruble housing for the member, carried by
the cock and adupted-to expose but one indi-

catton and cunceal all others.

2. The combmnation with a cock, and a re-

versible imperforate indeX meimnber having

different, words or signs on opposite faces; of
a. separable housing for the button, carried
by the cock and adapted to expose but one

Aindication and conceal the other. -

3. .The combinatior® with a cock; and an
imperforate, substantially round index mem-
ber having indications upon its' opposite
faces;of & support having a contcal seat, and
& ring-shaped housing screwed onto the sup-
port to clamp the member in place and hav-
ine & {lange with an opening of a ’size to ex-
pose but one indication. *- -

4, The combiration with a eock, and an

unperforate, polyronal index member havin
? &

' indications u{)on 1ts facets; of a'support, an

a ring-shapcd housing screwed onto the sup-
port to clamp the member in place and hav-
ing a flange with an opening of a'size to ex-
pose but one indication. LT
5. An imperforate index member:for the
purpose described, ‘comprising a substan-
y round body. provided with numerous
indications ‘at vatrious points on its surface;

combined with a supporting device adjust-

and exposing but one indication at a tume.

In testimony whereof 1 have hereunto sub-
seribett my signatire this the 22nd day of
June, A. D, 1907, S

- . HENRY MUELLER.

Witnesses: 7 &
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Jonx L. WADDELL,
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