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1o all whom 1t may concern.:

Be 1t known that I, Vicror Lapapim, a
citizen of the United States, and a resident
of Dallas, in the county of Dallas and State
of Te:xas, have invented new and useful Im-
provements in Chafing-Irons, of which the
following is a full, cleftr and exact descrip-
tion.

This 1nvention is an improved chafing
iron for vestibule passenger cars, and its

object 1s to provide a device of this char-
acter of a construction in which danger of

‘passengers being injured by passing ~ their

fingers, hands, “ete. between two of such
plates while the cars are in motion will be
eliminated.

1t 1s well known by those familiar with
vestibule car construction, that the two irons
or plates carried by attached cars and which
form the bearing surface between the vesti-
bules, are const‘mtly separating and contact-
Ing while the cars are in motion, due to the
variation and pull on the draw- heads. This
separating of the 1rons at times leaves suf-
ficient space for the insertion of the fingers,
hands, ete., a thing quite natural for a pas-
senger to 'do in stefi,dymcr himself while
passing from car to car, with the result that
the 1rons are quickly Forced together and
the inserted member mashed. By niy lnven-
tion this dimiculty is overcome in a simple
and effective manner as hereinafter outlined.

Reference 1s to be had to the accompany-
ing drawings forming a part of this spemﬁ-

atlon in which similar characters of refer-
ence indicate corresponding parts in all the
V1ews. |

Figure 1 1llustrates in side elevation two
vestibule cars coupled together showing the
location of the chafing irons; Fig. 9 is a
front or outside elevation of my 1mprmfed
chafing 1ron; and Fig. 3 1s a cross section
throuo*h one side of two of my 1mproved
1irons in opposed position as carried by at-
tached cars.

In carrying out my invention I employ a
chafing iron of the usual or other desired
form, that shown being of a common shape,
conswtmo' of a substantially rectangular
flat plate 10 having a central passage open-

ing 11.  This plate 1s attached to the fold-

ing or yielding portion of the vestibule and .

albily

withstands the rubbing wearing action when
two cars are coupled together.

As the pull of the cars while in motion
1s constantly varying, the plates 10 are mov-
ing to and from each other, and at fimes

.eaving space between them sufficient for the
msertion of the fingers, hands, etc., which 1s

likely to be done by 8 passenger in passing
from one car to the other. To avoid this
dangerous practice I provide my improved
chafing 1ron with rabbeted or cut-out front
mner edges 12 at opposite sides of the open-
ing 11, the free end of the chafing irons be-
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g rounded off as shown in I‘w' 3. It 1s.

appment from this construction that when
two of such irons are applied to attached
cars a slot will be formed between them at
each side as 1illustrated in Ifig. 3. In this
slot 1t will be possible for any one to pass
their fingers and hand as i1n grasping the
edge of the iron, without danger of injury.

[ am aware that prior to my invention
cdevices have been m use for covering the
edges between two opposing chafing 1roms.
I, however, believe 1 am the first fo pro-
vide these irons with rabbeted or cut out
portions as hereinabove set forth.

Having thus described my invention, I
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent:

1. A chafing iron for vestibule cars, con-
sisting of a plate having its front inner edge

rabbeted, whereby when two of such plates
are phced in contact in opposed position a

slot will be formed between them for the
purpose desecribed.

. A chafing iron for vestibule cars, con-
sisting of a plate having a central passage
opening, said plate being cut out at the
front at opposite sides adjacent to said
opening, whereby when two of such plates
are placed 1n contact 1 opposed position a
slot will be formed between them at each
sicdle for the purpose described.

In testimony whereof I have signed my
name to this spemﬁcatmn in the presence of
two subscribing witnesses.

VICTOR LABADIE.

Witnesses:
¥. N. MERriTT,
F. T. RicoarpsoN.
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