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UNITED STATES PA

WILLIAM B. HALL, OF DUQUOLN,

'BURIAL-VAULT.

ILLINOIS.

No.908,253. Specification of Letters Patent.
| | Application filed June 27, 1308,

b L il T —

1o all whom it may concern. : ﬂ

- Be it known that I, WiLiam B, Harwr,
a citizen of the United States, residing at
Duquoin, in the county of Perry and State
of Illinois, have ‘invented new and usefu]

the following is a specitication.

This invention relates to burial vaults,
and particularly to vaults of that type
formed of conerete op like plastic material.

The object of the mvention is to provide
a vault for surface or underground use in
wiich the body portion of the vaultis formed
of concrete or like plastic material reinforced

-lo secure maximum durabili ty and strength,

and 1n which provision is made for sealing
the opening in the vault through which the

casket Is Introduced in g simple and effect-

Ve manner, so as to both hermetically seal
the vault and render it as far as possible
IMpervious to air and moisture and burglar
proot, the construction being such that the
ault cannot be broken into or tampered with
without givine visyal evidence of that fact,
The mvention consists of the features of
construction, combination and arrangement
of parts hereinafter fully described and
claimed, reference being had to the ACCON-
panymng drawing, in which:— .
Figure 1 15 a front elevation of a vault
for surface use provided with a plurality
of receiving chambers, Fig. 2 is a longi-
tudinal seetion on g line through one of {he
chambers. o | |
Referring to the drawing, the numera] 1
desionates the hody of the vault, which may
be of rectaneylar form, as shown, or of any

other suitable form.  The vault is molded

40
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or otherwise constructed of conerete oy
other suitable plastic material adapted to
solidify to g hardened mass, and s pro-
vided with one or more loneitudinal recoiy-
Ing chambers 2 open at the front thereof
for the introduction of the ecasket. The
body of the vault is remforced adjacent jts
outer surfaces and between the several

chambers thereof by ]0119;}t'.mlina.ll}r*exten(l-—_
Mg rods or bars 3 embedded thercin in the

process of manufacture, thus increasing the
strength and durability of the vault struc-
ture to a material extont .
Each receiving chamber 2 1s of proper
length and size 1o rocejve any suwitable type
of casket designed to be emploved. At ‘the
front or open end of each chamber the vault

15 provided with & recess 4 of greater cross- |

Serial No, 440,610,

| sectional dim
which, like
circuiar or of any

- recess terminating

. right angular
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the chambers,

shoulder 5. A
188 been insert
18 closed and s
sealing 4
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shoulder 5.
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‘designed to be ret
body of sealing ma
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to prevent read
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ensions than the chamber and
may be square,
other suitable form, said

at 1ts inner end in g
fter the casket
ed in the chamber, the latter
ealed by the use of
late 6 corr
er 4 and ada

& COVer or .
esponding in form to the
pted to rest

against the
This plate

may be formed
ardened metal, and is
ained 1n position by a
tertal 7 and inserted to
¢écess 4, and which pref-
the same material as the

rm binding of
In position, as well as
the cover plate 6
n sealed by any
th the vault, two
S or bars 8 and 9

e recess, the rods of one
nd the rods of
said rods being
ss each other, as shown. In
el comprises g
are 1nserted at
o sockets 10 in
After the cover
or rods, which are
e applied by bend-
mto position so
he sockets and
ent the body of
sealing medium
ccess 4, the rods or bars
securely anchored or em-
be firmly and
vement, and at the
ate 6 will be §
aczainst the sho
vault chamber 2
manner,
In order to provide t
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this intermediate
panded portion
perforation 12,
mserted
forced ti
crevices b

irmly and se-
ulder 5, thus
In an air and
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<D
-

6o

70

75

30

S0

96

100

or the convenient ap-
nedium 7, a third ver-
II\; employed

11C




sage of an operating screw 15. T}‘__ie Inner
end of the scréw is adapted to be inserted

1nto the threaded opening 12 of the bar 11

10

15

90

prior 1o the application of the cement, to
temporarily fix said bar thereto, and then
the cement i1s inserted and the
plied to the
A nut 16 engages the threads of the screw
and is adapted to-be turned up thereon to en-
gage the Eoss 14 and to force the follower
piate toward the recess 4, whereby the sealing
medium 7 will be compressed into the recess
until its outer surface is flush with the face of

- the vault, whereupon the nut and follower
are removed. The screw has an outer angu-
lar end 19 by which it is adapted to be grip-
ped by a wrench or other tool to enable said |

screw to be turned out of the opening 12, and
irom the body of sealing material after the
latter has been compacted by the follower,
and the opening left by the removal of this
screw may then be filled by additional ce-

ment or in any other suitable manner.

In Fig. 1 1 have shown a four-chambered
surface vault in which two of the chambers

~are represented as being filled and sealed,

b

and the others are prepared for sealing, and
the construction described it will be seen

~ that when each chamber is sealed as stated it

30
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wiil be hermetically closed and rendered im-

pervious to air or moisture, and the arrange-

ment of the reinforcing rods in connection
with the body of sealing material will render

the vault strong and durable, as far as pos-

sible, in a construction of this type, burglar
proof, 1t being apparent that the vault can-
not be broken iuto or tampered with with-
out giving visual evidence of that fact.

1t will of course be understood that  the

surface vault constructed in the manner

specified may be provided with but a single

chamber for individual use, or with any de-

siredd number of chambers. The same con-
struction may be applied to a vault having

one or more chambers and adalpted for un-

dergreund use or to be inclosed in an ordi-
nary grave, it being preferable, however, in a
vault designed for underground use to have
the recesses br entrances to the chambers dis-
posed 1n the top and extending horizontally
the full length of the chammbers. The sealing
means, however, will be of the same type and
applied in the same manner.

follower ap- -
screw, on which 1t loosely fits.

. pressing apparatus.

' .
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It is to be understood that the under-
ground vault may be molded before it is
placed in the grave, or molded within the

grave, and that the receiving opening may be

in the top, at one side, or at either end. In
all. of the intended forms of the invention,
hbwever, the recess orshoulderis to be formed
around the opening. After the casket has
been inserted, the cover or sealing plate is

Qre
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placed in-the receiving recess against the

shoulder and 1s secured in position by the in-
sertion of a sealing material in the recess,

which sealing material upon solidifying wili

both fasten the plate in position and close the
recess, thus sealing the latter hermetically
agalnst the entrance of air or moisture.

- Hawving thus described the invention, what
1s claimed as new 1s:—

1. A conecrete vault provided with a re-

65
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ceiving chamber and having a recess of
greater dimensions than the said chamber at

the entrance end thereof, and also provided.
‘with a shoulder at the inner end of the recess,

the walls of the recess being formed with
sockets, a cover plate resting against said

shoulder, guard bars extending at an angle to

each other across the chamber in front of the
cover plate.and seated at their ends in said
sockets in the'walls of the recess, and a body

75

30

of plastic sealing material inserted in said re- -
cess and covering and confining said plate

and bars. - |
‘2. A concrete vault provided with a re-

ceiving chamber and having a recess at the -

entrance end thereof, said recess being of
ereater cross-sectional dimensions than the
chamber and having a dhoulder at its inner
end, 2 cover plate resting against said-shoul-
der, guard bars extending across and se-
cured m.the walls of the recess, one of said

“bars being provided with means for tempo-
rarily holding an elemeiit of a comlpresswn

apparatus, and a plastic body of sealing ma-

terial 1nserted in said recess and confining

sald guard bars, said material adapted to be

compacted 1n the recess by the said com-

~In testimony whereof I affix my signature

In presence of two witnesses. | _ |
: v WILLIAM B. HALL.
Witnesses: * o

- Lizzie - Hary,

Gussie HALL.
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