8. A, MENDENHALL.
' APPLICATION FILED FEB. 11, 1908,

 dnventor,

ZarafidNenderdull,

- attﬁzutgﬁ. )

.. THE NORRIS PETERS CO., WASHINGTON, D.C. -



-
. e o b 1 T
'
i

UNITE) STATES PATENT OFFIOE

SARAH ANN MENDENHALL OF HAMBURG IOWA

DOUCHE CHAIR

No. 907,839 -

o Speclﬁcatmn of Lette:rs Patent
Apphcatlen ﬁled February 11 1903 Senal No 415 407

Patented Dec. 29, 1908

| To all whom it may concern:

9

- Be it known that I, SARAH A \IENDEN--f
 HALL, a citizen of the Umted States, residing
at Hamhurg in the county of Fremont and

State of Iowa, have invented a new and use- |
ful Douohe—Chalr of which. the followmg is

! spee]ﬁcatmn
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- as will be heremafter fully descrlbed and-'
~ claimed.

In the accompanymg drawmgs formmg )
. part of this specification and in which like
- characters of reference indicate correspond-
- Ing parts: Figure 1 is'a view in perspective
of an operating table constructed in accord- -.:
‘ance with the present invention.: Fig. 2 is
a perspective detail view of a. receptaole used'.
‘in connection with the table when vagi-
nal irrigations are being administered, and
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adapted more

“mode.

- Thas mventlon relates to 0peratmg tables

- The objects of the invention are to pro-
wde a table or apparatus of this character,
articularly for the adminis-

‘tration of rectal enemas and vaginal douches,
- in the employment of which the patient w111-'*
be supported in the most. advantageous and
comfortable position to secure the best re-

sults from  the treatment in which the

evacuated matter may be dlsposed of in a
manner that will not be offensive either to

the patient, or to the attendant, if there be

one; to provlde for the necessary ad]ust—-.
_. ment of the parts of the apparatus to bring
- the limbs and body of the patient to the
- proper pos.rtlon to secure the most efficacious

injection of the remedial or other agents;

to render all of the parts. that will be exposed-- f
to contact with contaminative matter thor- |
“oughly sanitary and cleanly; to adapt the |
~ apparatus to be knocked down or collapsed |
~ when not in use, thus to occupy but small |
30

- struction and extend the range of usefulness
of apparatus of this character. o

space; and, generally, to 1mprove the con-

With the above and other obj ects mv1ew,

- as will appear as the nature of the invention
is better understood, the same consists in,
the novel construetlon ‘arrangement and

combination of parts of an operating table,

which wall heremafter be. termed a douche

pan. Fig. 8isa similar view of a receptacle{
~ used in connection with the table when
rectal enemas are being administered, and
“which will hereinafter- be termed a com-

‘Fig. 4is a fragmentary detall wewl
of a part of the table S

not in use.

upon which the upper

to its outer side.

mer of which is

Thc apparatus eomprlses 2 frame em-
bod ying

the function of which will presently appear.

| At the four corners of the frame, and on the
inner sides thereof are arranged supporting
legs 6 that are pwota]ly connected at 7 to

the bars 5 and to the side rails. These legs

are adapted to be folded inward and to lie
‘along the inner sides of the side rails, thus to
facilitate handling the apparatus, and also
‘to cause it to occupy but small space when

‘The legs are limited in their
‘outward mevement by the end rails, and in
order to prevent inward movement thereof
‘when the apparatus is in use, each leg has
! combined with it a two-part brace 8, one
member of each of which is pivotally con-
| nected with one of the legs and the other
‘member with one of the bars 5.
‘brace members are connected by an ordinary
rule-joint 9, the break of which is upward, as.
'-_Wlﬂ be understood by reference to Fig. 1.

Pivotally connected with the end rail 3 'by

two side rails 1 and 2, and two end .
‘rails 3 and 5, the former havmg secured to
‘them, and on their inner sides, longitudinal

supportmg bars 5, (one only bemg shown)
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The two

eyes 10 and hooks 10%, one only of each being

shown in Fig. 4, is a table or platform 11

of the patient may recline.
held at any desired angle of adjustment by a

| pair of longitudinally adjustable legs 12, the

upper ends of which are pivoted to brackets

13 secured to the under side of the table at

or adjacent to its end, and, preferably, close

a 1ong1tudmal slot 144 through which pro-

ing combined with it a nged nut 14e, and

‘the latter being headed to hold the two sec-
‘tions assembled and also to act as -a gu1de
The members 14* are connected near their
lower ends by a rung 15, by which the legs
are. stayed. To elevate the table 11, the

‘winged nuts 14° are loosened, and the 0pera— )
i tor plaees his or her foot upon the rung 15
and draws upward upon the table, and
when the proper adjustment is secured the
nuts 14° are again tightened. By the pro-
~vision of the hooks 10 and eyes 102 that con-
‘nect, the table with the end rail, the former
R may be readlly dlsconnected therefrem and

0rt1011 of the bod 7o
"This table is ¢
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_ Each of these legs con-
sists of two members 14 and 14# the for-

ivotally connected with a
| bracket, and the latter being provided with
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']eet two bolts 14¢ and 14% the former hav-
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by reason of the pivotal connection of the ! to a support 39 which 1s constructed prefer-

legs 12 with the table, the former may be
folded against the underside of the latter,
and thus occupy but a small space.

At the foot of the frame is arranged a

cross-piece or sugport 16 to the terminals of |
-which are securec

two end plates or pieces 17
that are pivotally connected at 18 to the
outer sides of the side rails. One of the end
plates 1s provided with a finger 19 that is
adapted to be engaged by a toe 20 carried by
a spring 21 firmly secured to the side rail 2,
whereby to hold the cross-piece 16 in the po-
sition shown in Fig 1, when the apparatus
1s In use. As will be obvious, by releasing
the toe from engagement with the finger,
the cross-piece may be folded inward and
rest upon the upper edges of the side rails.

The cross-piece has secured to its upper
edge a hollow rectangular guide 22 in which
works a standard 23 having a plurality of
spaced orifices 24 that are designed to be en-
gaged by a pin 25 carried by the guide and
operating to hold the standard at any desired
vertical adjustment. The upper inner end

ortion of the standard carries a bracket or
Eook—sha,ped arm 26 that supports a foun-
tain syringe bag 27 with which will be con-
nected a tube that carries an appropriate
nozzle, not shown.

As a means for supporting the limbs of a
patient at any desired angle or at any re-
quired plane above the table while enemas or
douches are being administered, a limb sup-
port 1s provided at each side of the former,
and these supports are adapted for vertical
and arcuate adjustments. Kach support
comprises an arm 28 that is provided with a
longitudinal slot 29 through which projects a
bolt 30 carried by the side rail and having
combined with it a winged nut 31 by which
the arm may be clamped at any desired ad-
justment. The upper end of the arm car-
ries a longitudinally curved appropriately
padded limb-rest 32 that is pivotally mount-
ed 1n a slot in the arm and is provided with a
shoulder 33 which, by contact with the inner
face of the arm, will hold the rest against in-
ward movement beyond an approximately
horizontal plane.
be swung outward and downward against

the way.

The douche pan shown in Fig. 2 com-
prises a receptacle 34 of metal, properly
treated, as by being enameled, to render 1t
sanitary, and which is provided with a
curﬁzed bottom and straight side and end
walls.

center line a discharge pipe 36 thatis adapted

| bars 5.

One of the end walls has connected
with 1t adjacent to the bottom and at its

ably of wood, and is of a length and width

to fit within the frame and to rest upon the
The support is provided with a lon-
gitudinal opening 40 somewhat smaller than
the receptacle, and has its end walls prefer-
ably curved. This opening will be of a size
to accommodate the buttocks of the patient

and of a length to permit ready application

of the douche. In order to sustain the hips
of the patient, a longitudinally curved hip
rest 41 1s secured to one of the end walls of
the opening 40 and is disposed at the proper
angle to the support to msure perfect com-
tort. This rest will be covered with rubber
or treated i such manner as to render it
proof agamst the retention of any foreign
matter, so that sanitation is assured.

The commode shown in Fig. 3 comprises

a casing 42 preferably of wood, properly ¢

treated to render it sanitary, and which 1s
provided with a straight bottom, side and
end walls. One of the end walls 43 consti-
tutes a door which is slidably connected with
the casing, and carries a fastening device 44
of any preferred construction to hold the door
closed. This casing is of a size to receive a
suitable vessel to catch the fecal matter dis
charged as the result of an enema. '

The casing is secured to a support 45 con-
structed preferably of wood, and of a length
and width to fit within the frame and to rest
upon the bars 5. The support is provided
with the usual opening 46 which is adapted
to be closed by a cover 47 hinged at 48 to the
support, the cover serving also as a rest for
the%ack of the patient when using the com-
mode.

In order that a patient may be shielded
from unnecessary exposure during treat-
ment, there 1s a curtain support 49 provided
which 1s constructed of a length of heavy
wire or tubing, one end of which is secured

to the side rail 1,and the other end of which

extended to the foot of the table and secured

to the guide 22.
The side rail 1 is provided with a crotched
syringe nozzle holder 50, and each of the

' supports 39 and 45 with appropriate han-
The rests are adapted to .

dles 51 by which the douche pan and com-

. -mode can be lifted to and from the table.
the outer sides of the arm, thus to be out of

Having thus described the invention what
1s claimed 1s:—

1. The combination with a frame, of a table
arranged at the head thereof and foldable
mmto the frame, a cross-piece pivotally con-
nected with the foot of the frame and fold-
able over upon the same, mecans for auto-
matically locking the cross-piece in vertical
position, and an adjustable standard carried

by the foot piece.
to be closed by a plug 37 when the pan is in |

use, and below the pipe is a spout 38 that will
operate to direct the contents of the pan into a

65 suitable receiver. The receptacle is secured | into the frame, a receptacle supported by the

2. The combination with a frame, of an
angularly adjustable table pivotally con-
nected with the head thereof and foldable
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frame, a cross plece pwota]ly connected mth_'
the foot of the frame and foldable over the_-'
same, means for automatically locking the |
cross piece in vertical position, an adjust-
able standard carried by the cross piece, and |
vertically adjustable rockmo' l1mb supports__; .

ca,rrled by the frame

In teshmony tha,t I cla,1m the foregomg as
my own, I have hereto affixed my mgnature
in the presence of two witnesses.

SARAH A\TN MENDENHALL

Wltnebses o

 SARAH PAGE S
. SARAH M, WOODWARD.
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