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To all whom 1t may concern:
Be it known that I, ANDREW H BL&KER Q-
citizen of the Umted States, and resldent

‘ot Brockton, in the county of Plymoutn and
have 1nvented an.
Improvement in Shoe - Tlees, of which the |
Tollowing description, in connection with
the accompanying drawings, is a specifica-
tion, like Jetters on the dra,wmo*s represent-f

State of Msssachusetts

ing Tike parts. -
My invention- relates to shoe trees,

~ avhich are commonly employed by the wear-
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ers ol shoes to keep their shoes in proper

shape and condition over night when not on
Many devices ior this purpose
have been suogested and mvented, and the
~ present trend of improvement along this

the feet.

line is to provide not merely a mech‘mlcqlly
practical device, but a device which at the
same time presents a graceful and attract-
ive external appearance, thereby adapting

1t to the use of retail shoe dealers as a
~display-form for dlspmymfr the shoes in the

store window, ete. Accmdmfﬂy, my mven-

tion aims to combine, 1n a single structure |

simplicity of constmctlon strenﬁth and du-
rability of operation, sho*ht cost of parts
and economy in putting them tooethm and

grace and neatness of external appear ancs _

The structural details of my invention
will be pointed out in the course of the

I have shown a preterred embodlment of the
invention. SR

In the draW1n0's, T‘lO'ure 1 is a view in
stde elevation, partly broken away, of a

last or shoe tree constructed accordmcr to
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my invention; and Fig. 2 is a top plan view

thereof, also paltly bI oken away for the |

sdine reasoll,

~While the forepart 1 and heel—-part 2 of

my shoe tree may be of any usual shape
and construction, of the whole last or solid

wooden kind of tree ‘said parts are prefer-

ably severed along the oblique line 3.

My invention resides in applying to the
above mentioned last-parts a combined han-
dle and hinge, or pivoted connection made

‘of one piece “of wire 4. The wire is bent in

a graceful upwardly extending curve, as
cleaxly shown in Fig. 1, and secured at its

rear end by a screwﬁ , while the forward end
of the handle loop -bears at 6 on t_he top sur-

. or
shaping and stretching devices of the kmd_-

‘selves, T obtain firmness and stability

fa.ce.-ofthe wood Whmh' e.OIlstitu-tes the 'he-él-. a

part, and has a depending portion or shoul- =
der 7 1n position to engage a transverse

pin 8 which maintains the wire rigid and
firm 1n the heel-part, and thence the wire
at 9, and is bent down-

extends forwardly
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wardly and back upon itself around a trans-

verse pivot.
through the forepart, said plvot pin being

“herein shown as a cotter pin, on which, as

a center, the heel-part 2 swings for its short-
ening and lengthening movement..

To secure a convement range of fl‘d;nista,-. |
“bility, 1 provide a plurality of holes 11 for

codperating with the removable pin 10 in

permitting the forepart and heel-part to be

separated longitudinally from the position

shown in the dr AWINgGS, ‘and preferably pro-
vide similar openings 12 at the rear end of
the handle-hinge wire for similarly co¢per-

it

ating with the sSCrew 9.

into the neatest and most attractwe position

pin 10 extending transversely
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_ This permits the
position of the handle part of the wire 4
to be changed forward or backward with -

relation to the heel- -part to bring the handle
80

in the shoe, according to the style and char-

‘acter of the shoe. Also by having the oppo-

site ends of the wire 4 bent bsck on them-

pOSlthIl so that,
that the hinge connectlon and handle are

formed slmply of a single piece of ordinary
following description, taken in connection |

with the accompanying drawings, in which

wire bent as shown, the construction i1s ex-

of

notw1thstandmo* the fact_-
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ceedingly strong ﬁ1m and durable. Further-

more, by h zwlng the ends bent back on them-
selves as stated, the construction 1s rein-
forced, and pI‘OVlSlOIl 1s thus made for re-
"To this end also I -

81st1n0' tw1st1ng strains.
prefembly project the end 13 reqrwardly SO

~as to occupy the vertical slot 14 in the heel-
part as well as the vertical slot 15 in the

forepart, which are provided for permitting

the shoe tree.

- From the above descmptmn, and VIEWIIIO"
the drawings, it will be apparent that sim-

ply by means of a single wire, bent as de-

ful, and attractive handle loop, ca )1b1e of
bemg secured rigidly to the heel- part by a
single screw, and a hinge connection from
the heel- palt to the forepart capable of de-

lIng purposes.

It will be understood that my present'

90

95

the proper hinging or swinging action of -
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“seribed, T provide In one piece a neat, grace-

~sired longitudinal adjustment for'usual tree- |
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showing discloses my preferred construec-

tion, but that various embodiments thereof
nrny be made within the spirit and scope of

my claims. While, for the reasons stated, 1
prefer, for instance, to employ the means
shown of connecting "and adjusting the han-
dle-hinge with relation to the forepart the

handle- hmﬂe may be otherwise connected so

as to permlt other adjusting movements than
simply a sliding, forward and back, move-
ment, or the requirement of the remm*al of

the pm for said adjustment, as it is obvious

that the main features of my invention may
reaclily be adapted to many of the well
known securing connections and shapes and
constructions of last-parts.

Having described my invention, what T

‘claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters

Putcnt 1S :
1. A shee tree, comprising a fTorepart,

heel-part, and connecting means hinging the

forepart and heel-part tocrethel the latter
consisting of a single piece of wire secured
at 1ts opposﬁe ends in said respective last-
parts, the rear end of said single piece of
wire being bent into an upwardly extending
loop to censtitute a hand-hold ‘and thence
extending downwardly and forwardly into
the iorepfut to constitute a hinge portion,
means to prevent the heel- p‘u‘t SPringing

with relation to the forepart, and a trans-
verse pivot for securing S’lld hinge portion.

2. A shoe tree, comprising a forepart,
heel-part, and connectmﬂ means, the latter
mcludmﬂ a single-piece member secured 110-
1dly to the ‘Lop of the heel-part and thence
curved above the heel- -part 1n loop shape,
engaging at the lower forward end of the
loop Twith the forward portion of the heel-
part, and provided at its forward end with
means for pivotally connecting the forepart
to the heel-part.

3. A shoe tree, comprising a forepart,
heel-part, and connectmﬂ means, the latter
1ncluc11110* 2 handle secured at its rear end to
the back portion of the heel-part and thence
curved upwardly, forwardly, and down-

wardly in loop shape, engaging at the lower
forward end of the loop with the forward
portion of the heel-part, and provided at its

907,115

| forward end Wlth means for ma,mtammﬂ‘

said handle portion rigid. -
4. A shce tree, comprising a forepa,rt

heel-part, and connecting means, the latter
mcludmﬂ a handle havmn ) hteral]y eX-
tended flat end secured flatwise upon the

55

top of the heel-part and thence being bent

at 1ts rear end upwardly and around in Joop

shape to constitute a hand-hold, descending -

downward forwardly into cont‘lct with the

front portion of the heel-part, and pro-

Tlded at 1ts forward end with means for
111ta1n1110 sa1d handle portion rigid.

A shoe tree, comprising a forepart

heel -part, and connectmo means, the latter

1110111(:11119 2] hfmdle secured at its rear end to
the back portion ot the heel-part and thence
curved rearwardly, upwardly, forwardly,
and downwardly 1 Icop shape, engaging at
the lower forward end of the loop with the
forward portion of the heel-part, and thence

prmrlded with a depending Shouldcr enter-

ing a slot formed for the purpose in said
heel- part, a transverse pin being provided
n the heel- -part for controlling the forward
position of said connecting means.

6. A shce tree, comprising a forepqrt and

heel-part, combined with a handle-hinge In

the form of a single piece of wire bent at its
80

rear end m loop qhape to constitute a hand-
hold and at its forward end to constitute a
vertical hinge-member, said wire being bent
back upon Ttself at one end and promded
with adjusting means.

7. A shoe tree, comprising a forepart and
heel-part, combined with a handle-hinge in
the form of a single piece of wire bent at its
rear end in loop Sh‘lpe to constitute a hand-
hold and at its forward end to constitute a
vertical hinge-member, said wire being bent
back upon tself at its opposite ends and
provided at each end with adjusting means.

In testimony whereof, I have signed my

name to this spemﬂcatlon, 1n the presence of

two subscribing witnesses.

ANDREW H. BAKER.

Witnesses:
- Gro. H. MaxwEeLL,

EDWARD MAXWJ:LL
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