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To all whom 1 ma,@; concern.:

Be 1t known that I, CHARLES A. PARKER-
SON, Jr., a citizen of the United States, and

a resident of the city of New York, borough "
of the Bronx, in the county a,nd State of

New York, have mmvented a new and Im-

proved Beef Truck Cradle, of which the fol-

lowing is a full, clear, and exact- description.

This inv entmn relates to certain 1mprove-
ments in means for handling the trucks or
travelers used in slaughter-houses, packing
houses, and the hke for supportmtr the
dressed meat or other bedles from the over-
head tracks, and relates more particularly
to an 1mpr0ved cradle for engaging with the
roller of the truck or traveler for raising the
latter and depomtmﬂ' the same upon the

~overhead track.

"My improved cradle comprises a

to support the roller of the truck or trav-

eler within the curve of the hook, and car-
ries means for guiding the same onto the

track as it is lowered, and the lower side of
the cradle 1s so constlucted that as soon as
it engages with the track to transfer any of
the weight to the latter, the cradle automat-

ically turns to slowly 1011 the wheel of the

truck onto the track. The cradle is pro-

vided with guides which are disposed ad-
jacent the opposﬂ:e sides of the wheel and
~serve to positively prevent the wheel from

rolling other than directly onto the track.
The enhre cradle 1s iormed from a single
piece of cast metal, thus rendering it simple
in construction and without au}ﬂ%

to get out of order.
erably used in conjunction with each other

- for supporting the trucks hooked into the

- 40

two legs of the carcass, said cradles being
connected together by a

 structed that after the hooks of the trucks

45
- while the carcass is being split and is being -

°0 ing drawings, forming a part of this speci-

or travelers are secured to the legs, they may
be separated to a distance equal to the dis-
tance between the tracks and held there

raised - above the trackq ﬂ,nd loweled onto
them. | .
Refelence 15 to be had to the accompany-

- 'ﬁcquon, n Whlch snmla,r characters of ret-

erence indicate corresponding parts in all
the figures, and in which

Tigure 1 is a view taken tra,nsversely of
the tracks and showing a device incorporat-
- 1ng my lmproved cradles and spreadmg-i

| means

a substan-
tially hook-shaped body, so constructed as |

11t the carcass.
hoisting the same vertically to a .position
above the track and to &utomatmally transter .

l1ary parts
Two cradles are pref-

spreader so con-

I‘1g 9 is a side elevation of one

of the cradles, the wheel and track being

shown in dotted lines: - Fig. 8 is a view simi-

lar to Iig. 2, but showmo' the cradle in-
clined to depomt the wheel upon the track -

[ig. 4 is an edge view of the cradle; Fig. 5
i1s a vertical section, and Kig.

showing a. por tion of the wheel in solid lines.

In packmﬂ' houses, slaughter-houses, and

60

6 1S a, trans-
verse section on the line 6—6 of Hig. 2,

65

the like, 1t 1s customary to provide pamlle]_ .

tracks 10 and 102, supported from overhead

in any suitable manner, and spaced apart a

“desired distance to receive the trucks or

70

travelers which are secured to the two lecrs" |

of the carcass. The trucks or travelers each

include a wheel 11 and a hook 12, the latter -

engaging with the leg to support the haif

carcass beneath the track.

75

- My invention involves mechanism ada,pted -

to engage with the wheel of the truck or

traveler to firmly support the latter and to

Means are prowded for

80

the wheel to the track and guide 1t, so that _.
there 1s no possibility of its gomg elsewhere, o

than upon the track.

Two cradles 13, 13*, are 131*0V1ded 0116, a
left-hand one adapted to lift a- truck to the

track 10, and the other, a right-hand one
"The -

adapted to I1ft a truck to the track 102,
cradles are pivoted to corresponding links

14, 142, which links are suspended from the
_ends oi a Cross-bar 15. The cross-bar 1s sup-
ported in any suitable manner to maintain

85
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the same in a substantmlly Thorizontal Posi- o

tion. The bar 15 is of a length substantially .
95

equal to the distance between the tracks 10

and 10% the bar being turned slightly at an

Af-

angle in raising it between the tracks.

ter the hooks are inserted in-the Carcass, the a

latter is suspended in the position shown in
Fig. 1, and then split a portion of its length.

For s_p1 eading the two cradles apart to b Ing

100

them at a, dlstance from each other equal to
the distance between the tracks, and also for

facilitating the latter portion of the splitting

of the carcass, I provide two bars 16, 162,
hinged tocrethel at the center and each lla,v~'

105

ng its outer end pwoted to a correslaondmﬂ |

cradle.
sprea,de,l bars are cut at a slight angle, and

adjacent the hinge is a depengm handle 17
and 2 spring 18, the latter norma,lly tending -

to I'&lSB the center of the spreader upward.

The adjacent ends of the two

110
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2.

When the parts reach the position indicated
in Fig. 1, the operator pulls downward on
the handle 17, thus spreading the cradles
apart to facilitate the splitting of the car-

cass and to properly space the cradies, and

as the hinge 1s so constructed that 1t can pass

slightly below the dead center, the weight of |

the carcass overcomes the tension of the
spring and holds the cradles spread apart
while they are hoisted between the tracks
and rotated to bring them over the tracks.

Each cradle is formed of a single piece ot
cast metal substantially hook -shaped and
having a curved wheel-supporting portion 19
of such a thickness that 1t may lie between
the opposite flanges of the truck or traveler-
wheel, and having a curvature substantially
equal to that of the bearing surface of the
wheel. Directly below this curved wheel-
supporting portion 19 are two downwardly-
extending divergent flanges 20 and 21, form-
ing a recess 22 therebetween, which recess 1s
of a width substantially equal to the thick-
ness of the track. One of the flanges, pret-
erably, the flange 20, is curved outwardly, so
that the recess 22 narrows from its lower end
upwardly, so as to guide the cradle onto the
track as the former 1s lowered. At the point
of the hook are two guiding flanges 23 and
94, each of which is cut away at its mner
side to form shoulders 232 and 24, which en-
ogage with the circumference of the flanges
of the wheel as the latter rolls from the sup-
porting portion 19. The innermost surface
of the recess 22, intermediate the two flanges
20 and 21, curve upwardly toward the point
of the hook, as indicated by the dotted lines
in igs. 2 and 3; this curve terminates at the
upper surface of the supporting portion 19 at
a line 25 intermediate the two flanges 23 and
24, and spaced from the two shoulders 23
and 24* a radial distance slightly greater
than the radial depth of the flange on the
wheel. As the cradle with the tread of the
wheel of the truck resting on the curved por-
tion 19 is lowered, the flanges 20 and 21 en-
oage with the opposite sides of the track and
ouide the cradle downwardly until the track
reaches the innermost portion of the re-
cess 22. _ |

As the weight carried by the wheel 1s

transmitted from the links to the track, the

cradle naturally tends to tip or tilt from
the position shown in Fig. 2 over toward the
left. As the distance from the 1nnermost
portion of the recess to the top surtace of
the curved portion 19 decreases toward the
point, the cradle continues its tipping action
and the wheel rolls along the surface 19 un-
til the pomnt 25 1s adjacent the track, at
which time the wheel will pass onto the
track. The flanges of the wheel pass be-
tween the two flanges 23 and 24, and above
the shoulders 23% and 242, and any side move-
ment or twisting of the wheel 1s positively

1

-

906,919

prevented. - There is only one possible move-
ment for the wheel, and that is outward
between the flanges and directly onto the
track. The side of each cradle is provided

Cwith a pair of lugs 26, which is pivoted
‘the spreader, whereby the two cradles are
connected together and tipped or tilted si--

multaneously to transfer both trucks to the

track at the same time. The spreader also
serves to prevent any rotation of the cradle

70

79

about a vertical axis, whereby as the cradle

is lowered, the flanges 20 and 21 come paral-
lel to the track rather than at an angle to
it, as might be the case could each cradle
rotate. |

The specific cradle illustrated may be used
in connection with a single truck or traveler
for transmitting any box, package, or the
Jike, along a single track.
The specific structural features of the
cradle are not dependent for their advan-
tages upon the use of cradles In pairs, or
the use of the device for hoisting carcasses
in slaughter-houses and the like. _

Having thus described my invention, 1
claim as new and desire to secure by l.etters
Patent: |

1. A cradle for placing trucks or travelers
on trucks, comprising a body portion hav-
ing a curved surface for engaging with
the wheel of the truck or traveler beneath
the axis thereof for supporting the same,
depending portions serving as guides to di-
rect the cradle onto the track, the surface
intermediate said depending portions being
curved to tilt or incline the cradle and said
curved surface terminating at said curved

supporting surface, and upwardly-extending

portions adjacent the line of intersection for
oniding said wheel as it rolls onto the track.
~ 2. A cradle for placing trucks or travelers

on tracks, comprising a single substantially

hook-shaped member formed of a single
piece of rigid material and having a body
portion curved for engaging with the wheel
of the truck or traveler beneath the axis
thereof for supporting the same, and de-
pending portions serving as guides to direct
the cradle onto the track, the surface in-
termediate said depending portions belng
ctirved to tilt or incline the cradle, whereby
the wheel may roll off of the curved sup-
porting surface onto the track.

3. A cradle for placing trucks or travelers
on tracks, comprising a hook-shaped member
having a curved upper surface on the inner
face of its lower end for engaging with the
wheel of the truck or traveler beneath the
axis thereof and supporting the same, de-
pending guides for directing the cradle onto
the track, and upwardly-extending guides
at one end thereof for directing the wheel
onto the track as it rolls from said support-
ing surface to sald cradle.

4. A cradle for placing trucks or ti*a,velers
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on tracks, comprising a single, SI,II]L)Si;antia,lly-r upwardly—-ex@nding guides adjacent the line

hook-shaped member having the body por-
tion thereof presenting a curved upper sur-

face on the inner face of its lower end for

engaging with the wheel of the truck or
traveler beneath the axis thereof to support

~ the same, and having a curved under sur-

10

15

20

face intersecting the first-mentioned curved

surface and adapted, to engage with the

track and rock thereon to roll the wheel

from the first-mentioned curved surface.
5. A cradle for placing trucks or travelers
on tracks, comprising a single substantially

‘hook-shaped member having the body por-

tion thereof presenting a curved upper sur-
face on the inner face of its lower end for
engaging with the wheel of the truck or
traveler beneath the axis thereof to support
the same, and having a curved under sur-
face 1tersecting the first-mentioned curved
surface and adapted to engage with the
track and rock thereon to roll the wheel
from the first-mentioned curved surface, and

Tfor directing the wheel onto the track

of Intersection between sald curved surfaces
as 1t
rolls from the cra_dle. | | |

6. In combination, two tracks, travelers

adapted to be placed thereon, a vertically-
movable supporting bar, a cradle suspended

from each end of said bar and adapted to
support said travelers, a spreader for mov-
ing sald cradles laterally to bring them
over their respective tracks, said spreader
comprising two bars having their adjacent
ends hinged together and having their outer

ends pivoted to said cradles, a handle for

depressing the hinged ends, and a
normally resisting this depression.

In" testimony whereof I have signed my
name to this specification in the presence of
two subscribing witnesses. '

- CHARLES A. PARKERSON, Jr.

Spring

Witnesses: o
Crair W. FAIRBANK,
HvErarp B. MARSHALL.
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