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To all whom it may concern: .
Be 1t known that we, WiLLiam Carson

-MitcurELL and HugH ANDERSON MITCHELL,
citizens of the United States, residing at

Bloomville, in the county of Delaware and
State of New York, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in Harness-
Checks, of which the following is a specifica-
tion. . ' - o

Our invention relates to harness and refers
particularly to an improved method of ar-
ranging the line attachments of single or dou-
ble harness. ' o

The chief objects of the improvements

which form the subject matter of this appli-

cation are to provide a check that will permit
a free movement of the horses’ heads within
certain limits; to prevent the animal from
reaching his head to the ground, but that
will not prevent his drinking from a moder-
ately low trough. _ '
Other objects are to permit of a degree of
adjustability, to avoid an excessive tendency

to draw the head of an animal upward, and

to prevent the lines from getting under the
end of the pole or neck yoke.

Further objects of this invention are to

avold unnecessary discomfort to the horses,
to prevent the lines becoming entangled in
any way when slackened, and to provide a

“safe, eflicient and humane harness suited to a

single or double team.

The advantage and results above men-

tioned are accomplished by means of the ar-
rangement illustrated in the accompanying
drawing forming a part of this application
and which shows a top plan view of a set of
lines adapted for use on a double harness and
having our improved check rein attached
thereto, only so much of the harness being
shown as will suffice to make clear the appli-
cation of the invention. -

numeral 1 indicates the collars, 2 the hames
of an ordinary harness. The main lines 3
pass through the outer hame rings 4 and are
secured 1 the outer ring 5 of the bit 6 by a
buckle or snap 7, the arrangement being in no

wise different from that in common use. The

auxiliary or cross lines 8 are attached to the
mamn lines 3 in the usual manner at 9, are
then led through the inner hame rings 10 and

thence pass to the inner rings 11 of the oppo-

center ring 13. Up to this point in the de-
scribed arrangement, there has been no de-
viation from the methods in common use.

~ In order to accomplish the ends hereinbe-
fore set forth we make use of check reins or
straps 14, which extend between the inner
hame and the cross line upon each side, and
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| where they are k%)t in loose apposition by a 55
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connect these members in the following man-

ner. To the rear end of each check rein is at-
tached a buckle 15, which permits of an ad-

Justable connection with the upper inside
‘hame ring 10. The opposite or forward end

of each check rein is furnished with a snap

16, to engage a ring 17, fixed to the cross rein
8, leading to the bit upon that side, the ring

17 being located at a suitable distance from

‘the bit ring to permit the desired freedom in

movements of the horse’s head.

It will be understood by inspection of the
75

drawing and from the description that the
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check remn 14, which we prefer to construct

of the same material as the harness, that the

portion of the cross line 8 lying between the

center ring 13 and the bit, will be prevented
from sagging to any appreciable extent, or
from being carried forward beyond the point
of attachment of the check rein thereto, but
that the flexibility of the said rein will per-

‘mit the bit to be moved in the arc of a circle

m every direction about the hame attach-
ment of the rein, thus allowing suflicient
freedom for the animal’s movements, and as
the check rein may be varied in length by

adjusting the buckle 15, the radius of said
‘arc can be varied to suit the particular cir-

cumstances. |
While we have shown our improved check
attached to a double harness it will be evi-
dent that the same device may be applied
with change in the structure to a single har-

ness, In which case one check rein would be
Referring to the details of the drawing the |

placed upon each side of the horse.
Having thus deserlbed our invention what

“we claim as new, is:—

- 1. In a harness, the combination with the

mamn hnes, of a check member having its
rear end attached to a fixed point upon said
harness and the forward end secured to one

of the main lines said member extending
directly between its attachments.

2. In a harness the combination with the
main lines, of a check rein having one end

site bit, crossing each other at some pomnt 12, | adjustably attached to a fixed point upon
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said harness and having the opposite end
secured to one of the main lines in the vicin-

ity of the attachment of said line to the bit |

smd rein extending directly between its
attachments.

3. The combination in a harness provided |

with hames, main lines and a bit, of a plural-

ity of check reins, each rein h&vmg one end |
adjustably attached to a fixed pomt upon |

said hames, and the other end secured to one 10
of the said lines in the vicinity of said bit.

In testlmorly whereof we affix our signa-
tures in the presence of two witnesses.

WILLIAM CARSON MITCHELL,
HUGH ANDERSON MITCHELL.

Witnesses:
LLEONARD SMITH,
Isaac M. ODELL.
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