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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that we, James C. Topp and
Joux A. Harvison, citizens of the United
States, residing at Jonesboro, in the county

= of Coryell and State of Texas, have mvented
certain new and useful Improveinents
Wire-Stretehers, of which the following 1s a
specification, reference being had to the ac-
companying drawings.

“QOur invention relates to improvements 1n
wire stretchers and similar devices, and con-
sists of the novel features of construction and
the combination and arrangement of parts
hereinafter fuily described and claimed.

The object of the invention is to provide a
simple, inexpensive, powerful and eflicient
device of this character which may be con-
venlently used for building new lences,
tightening up old ones, uniting broken wires,
o0 etc.

The above and other objects of the inven-
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tion are attained in its preferred embodiment |

illustrated in the accompanying drawings, in
which—

Figure 1 is a view illustrating the use of
our invention in building a new fence; Ifig. 2
is a detail longitudinal section through the

device; Fig. 3 1s a detaill edge view ol a por-

tion of the body bar showing the shde 11
30 thereon; and Fig. 4 is a detail transverse sec-

tion taken on the plane of the pivot 13 1n

said slide.

Our improved wire stretcher comprises a
straight body bar 1 of metal formed at one

35 end with a point which may be driven into a
fence post or the like to anchor the device.

The other end of the body bar which 1s pret-

erably square or rectangular in cross section

1s formed with a transverse scat or recess 3
10 to receive a link 4 which is retained in the

same by an angle plate 5 secured on the end

of the bar by a rivet or similar fastening 6.

Said end of the bar is also formed with a lat-

erally or right angularly projecting claw 7 in
45 which is formed a V-shaped notch to divide

‘it into two fingers.

In one face of the body bar 1 is formed a
longitudinal series of seats or depressions 8
acdapted to receive a locking pawl 9 and an

50 operating lever 10 both carried by a shde 11
mounted on the body bar. The slide 11 1s
preferably constructed of a heavy metal
plate bent into U-form to receive the body-

bar and having its parallel side portions
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55 spaced apart and secured together by a block | moves inwardly

' 12.  Rivets or similar transverse fastenings

13, 14 pass through the side portions of the
U-shaped slide and said block to secure said
parts together to slidably retain the slide
upon the bar. The fastening 13 serves as a
nivot for the pawl or dog 9 which is arranged
i a recess or slot in the block 12 and has one
of its ends 15 inclined inwardly and shaped
to enter the seats or recesses 8 in the body
bar and its other end 16 inclined outwardly
to form a finger piece. A coil spring 17 is ar-
ranged in a recess in the block 12 and has one
end secured thereto and its other end con-
nected to the end 15 of the pawl so as to
cause the laster to normally engage the body
bar 1 and enter its seats. The lever 10 has
its inner end 18 shaped to enter the seats 8
and it is pivoted adjacent to said end be-
tween the outer ends of two curved links 19
which form a yoke and which have their in-
ner ends pivoted to the opposite sides of the
slide 11 by the transverse fastening 14. The
closed side of the U-shaped plate or slide 11
has its ends extended to provide a longitudi-
nally and outwardly curved claw 20 which 1s
formed with a V-shaped notch to divide 1t
into two fingers. Attached to the link 4 are
two chains 21 which carry hooks 22. Said
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' hooks are preferably detachably and adjust-

ably connected to the chains by forming
their inner ends with hooks 23 which may
be engaged with any of the links of said
chains.

In operation, when it is desired to stretch
a wire as in building a new fence, the pointed
end of the body bar 1 is stuck into the post at
about the height it is desired to stretch the
wire and the hooks 22 are then hooked
around the post in opposite directions at
points equally distant above and below the 93
point 2 of the body bar, as clearly shown 1n
Fie. 1. When the device is thus attached, 1t
will be seen that it will be effectively held in a
horizontal position and can neither move up-
wardly or downwardly nor swing around 157
upon the post. The slide 11 is then moved
out upon the bar 1 adjacent to the post and
the fence wire is engaged with the claw 20.
The lever 10 is then grasped and its end 18 1s
fulerumed In one of the seats or recesses 8 In 105
the body bar so that when the outer end of
the lever is moved inwardly or away irom the
post the slide 11 will be drawn in the same
direction to stretch the wire. As the shide 11
the pawl or dog 15 shdes 110
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from one of the seats 8 to the next adjacent
ones to prevent retrograde movement of the
slide while the lever 1s shifted to take a new
grip or purchase upon the body bar. If,
; atter the slide has been moved to the inner
end of the body bar, it is necessary to still
further stretch the wire it may be engaged

with the claw 7 while the slide is shifted once
more to the outer end of the bar to take a

fresh grip upon the wire, as will be readily
understood.

From the foregoing it will be seen that our
invention 1s exceedingly simple, strong and
durable in construction and may therefore
5 be made at a small cost. It is also exceed-
ingly convenient to set up and use and it is
very powertul in operation.

While we have shown and described in de-
tail the preferred embodiment of the inven-
tion, we wish 1t understood that it may be
used 1n other ways and that various changes
in the form, proportion and minor details of
construction may be resorted to without de-
parting irom the spirit or sacrificing any of
the advantages of the invention. '

Having thus described our invention what
we claim 1s:

A wire stretcher comprising a body bat
formed in one face with a longitudinal series

ol seats, at one end with a longitudinally

tapered point and at its other end with a
transverse notch, a ring arranged in said
notch, an angle plate secured to one side of
the bar and having one end extending over

the notch to retain the ring therein, chains
attached to Sajd ring,_ hooks upon the f;'ee
ends of the chains, a slide to receive and slide

upon the body bar and provided with the
forked outwardly projecting barb wire en-
gaging claw 20, a pawl upon the slide to en-
cage the seats in the body bar, a hand lever

‘having one end shaped to engage the seats in

the body bar, and a link connection between
the intermediate portion of said lever and the
slide.

In testimony whereof we hereunto affix
our signatures 1n the presence of two wit-
nesses.

JAMES C. TODD.
JOHN A. HARVISON.

Witnesses: |
G. C. OGLESBY,
JouN L. LAWRENCE.
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