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To all whom 1t may concern:

Be it known that I, Parrick HENRY
Brown, a citizen of the United States, re-
siding at Temple, in the county of Bell and
State of Texas, have invented a new and use-
ful Capsule-Filler, of which the following 1s a
specification.

This invention relates to capsule fillers.

The object of the invention is to provide a
simply constructed and thoroughly eflicient
apparatus of this character in the use of
which capsules may with rapidity and ex-
actness be filled with medicine, or the like,
without loss and without the necessity of the
operator having to resort to the usual meth-
ods employed for this purpose. IFurther-
more, to adapt the apparatus for filling cap-
sules with equal facility from the largest to
the smallest size, and without liability of 1n-
juring the capsules in any particular.

With the above and other objects 1n view,
as will appear as the nature of the invention
is better understood, the same consists in the
novel construction and combination of parts
of a capsule filler, as will be hereinalter fully
described and claimed.

In the accompanying drawings, forming a
part of this specification, and in which hlke
characters of reference indicate correspond-
ing parts, Figure 1 is a view in perspective ot
a capsule filler constructed in accordance
with the present invention. Ifig. 2 1s a view
in side elevation, on an enlarged scale and
partly broken away, of the filler. Fig.31sa
transverse sectional view through the cap-
sule carrier or cylinder. Ifig. 4 1s a perspec-
tive view of an implement that may be em-
ployed in the use of the filler.

Referring to the drawings, 1 designates an

ordinary pill tile or slab, such as is commonly

employed by druggists, and which 1s pro-
vided adjacent to one end with a graduated
scale 2 that is employed for the purpose of
measuring off medicine into equal and proper
sized doses. Arranged at the end of the tile
1, adjacent to the scale 2, although it may be
otherwise located on the tile, is the capsule
filler, which comprises, in part, a supporting
frame composed of a base 3, two standards 4,
and a hinged top or member 5. These parts
may be of any suitable material, preferably
of metal, and in this instance the base 1s
held secured to the tile by screws 6. The
top 5 is connected with the standards 4 by
hinges 7, and is held against accidental lift-
ing by any suitable fastening device, such as

| an ordinary hook 8 pivoted to one of the

standards and that engages an eye 9 carried
by the end of the top.

The top has arranged therein a plurality ot
funnels or tubes 10, preferably of some non-
oxidizable metal, and which fit in openings
in the top, which latter may be made of
wood, or of metal, or of a combination of
both. The lower end of each of the tubes 10,
which will hereinafter be designated as
fecders as they operate to feed the medicine
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or the like to the capsules, is provided with a .

collar or sleeve 11 that lies flush with the un-
der side of the top, as shown in Ifig. 2, and
the internal diameter of which is equal to the
external diameter of the largest capsule em-
ployed, while the small end of the feeder at
1ts point of juncture with the collar is of an
internal diameter exactly coinciding with the
like diameter of the smallest capsule used, or
slichtly less, and by this arrangement 1t will
be seen that in the operation of the hller,
positive feeding of the powder to capsules of
any size is positively assured.

Jowrnaled in any preferred manner i the
standards 4 is a shaft 12 upon which 1s
mounted a cylinder or core 13 (IFFig. 3), or any
other suitable material, and mounted upon
the core, and held from turning relatively
thereto as the core is held with regard to the
shaft, is a sleeve 14, preferably of metal, hav-
ing projecting therefrom any desired number
of rows of hollow studs or bosses 15, 1n this
instance four, that constitute the capsule
pockets. By reference to Fig. 3, it will be
seen that these pockets ave of different sizes,
and that they are of a depth to permit the
capsules C to extend the proper distance be-
vond their outer ends to project into the col-
lars 11 on the inner ends of the feeders. The
manner of constructing the eylinder herein
described is merely an example of one way
in which this part of the invention can be
carried out, and for this reason it is to be un-
derstood that the invention is not to be lim-
ited to the precise arrangement shown.

At one side of the frame, in this mstance
the right hand side, the shaft 12 projects be-
vond the standard 4 and carries o disk 16
provided in its periphery with four notches
or scats 17 that are arranged m alinement
with the rows of capsule pockets. Thesc
notches are designed to be engaged by a
pawl 18 pivoted at 19 to the standard 4 and
having a counterweighted lever or handle 20
that extends parallel along one edge of the
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tile. It will be seen that by disposmg the
locking notches 17 in the manner described,
that the successive series of pockets will be
caused always to register exactly with the
feeders, and thus insure the proper discharge
or feed of the powder or medicine thereto.
In the use of the apparatus, the ingred:i-
ents of a prescription are weighed and meas-
ured and properly mixed, and then divided
off into doses on the scale 2 , or otherwise, as
may be preferred. The 0pe1 ator will then
determine what size capsule is to be used,

and when this is done the top or feeder car-
rier 5 1s thrown back and the appropriate
s1ze or row of the pockets 1s brought to a ver-

tical position, or that which wll be directly

under the tubes when they are in the position
shown m Ifig. 1. The operator then ve-

moves the caps of the capsules and inserts .

the bodies m the pockets, and then brings
the carrier 5 back to the position shown in
Fig. 1.  With a spatula, the successive doses
are lifted and poured down the feeders,

whence they will pass, without waste, into
the capsules. Should any of the n nedicine or
powder cling to the walls of the feeders, 1t
may be dislodged by lightly tapping upon
them, or by using a small tamping rod 21,
shown in Kig. 4. When all of the capsules
have been ﬁlled the carrier 5 1s thrown back,
the caps apphed to the filled bodies of the
capsules, and the latter are then removed
and placed in a suitable receptacle.

- Any suitable means may be employed for
turning the shaft 12 to bring the different
rows of pockets under the feeder s, a knurled
nut 21 being employed in this instance, which
1s carried by the projecting end of the shaft
upon which the disk 16 is mounted.

It will be seen from the foregoing descrip-
tion that while the device herein described 1s
simple in character, it will be thoroughly
eftective for the purposes designed, and Wﬂl
materially lessen the labor and shorten the
time required for filling capsules.

I claim:—

'cyhndl ical

906,504

1. A capsule filler comprising a revoluble
cylinder having capsule pockets extending
1‘ad1ally thereinto from the periphery there-
of, and feeding means dlsposed above the
Dockets

2. A capsule filler comprising a revoluble
cylindrical member provided with longitud:-
nal rows of pockets extending radmlly nto
the peripheral portion thereof feeders ar-

‘ranged over the pockets, and means for caus-

1110' The pockets and teeders to register.

. A capsule filler comprising a revcluble
member provided with a plural-
ity of rows of radial capsule pockets, and a
series of alining Teeders movable SlTlluleLIle—
ously to and from the pockets.

A capsule filler comprising a revoluble
cylmducal member provided with a plurality
cf LOWS of radial capsule pockets, and a se-

ries of feeders each having means to sur-

10{111(:1 the mouth ot a capsule.

.._& capsule filler comprising a cylindrical
memper provided with radial (,apsule POCK-
ets, and feeders dlsposed to register there-
with and to f—*,uuom’ld the mouths thereof,
the discharge ends of the feeders being con-
structed to coact with capsules from the
largest to the smallest size

6. A capsule filler com pusmﬂ al 1ev01uble
ylmduml mcmbel provided with longitudi-
nal rows of capsule pockets ot differ ent s17e8,
a series of alming feeders arranged over the
poeclkets, a disk movable with the revoluble
member and provided 1n its periphery with
notches that aline with the rows of pockets,
and a pawl for engaging with the notches to
hold the pockets of any row m register with
the series of feeders.
In testimony that 1 claim the foregommg as
my own,
In the presence ot two witnesses.

PATRICK HENRY BROWN.

Witnesses:
G. M. GRESHAM,
J. V. BONNER.

I iave hereto aliixed my signature
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