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- To all whom it may concern:
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15

~ Be 1t known that I, Bert E. -BAR.THOL_O'-
MEW, citizen of the United States, residing at

“lLennant, in the county of Shelby and State

of lowa, have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Hens’ Nests, of which
the following is a s_peciﬁmtion;_ | R

- The object of this invention is an improved
hen’s nest which is automatically closed upon

the entrance of a hen therein, and which may

be occupied by only one hen at a time, and
thus prevents the hen from being disturbed
by the other hens crowding upon the nest.
And a further object of the invention is an

1mproved nest which is adapted to prevent
the hen from escaping therefrom, and thus |

permits the non-laying hens to be readily

~culled from the laying hens, and also permits
~an egg in the nest to be readily identified in
regard to the hen that laid it, which is ob-
some of the hens

viously desirable where

- have pedigrees. -
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reference characters,

With these and other objects in view that
will more fully appear as the deseription pro-

ceeds, the invention consists in certain con-

structions and arrangements of the parts

‘that I shall hereinafter fully describe and

then point out the novel features thereof in

‘the appended claims.

Tor a full underst&nding of the invention
and the merits thereof, reference is to be had
to the following description and the accom-

panying drawing, in which:

- IFigure 1 1s a transverse view of my im-
proved hen’s nest. Fig. 2 is a vertical longi-
tudinal section thereof. Fig. 3 isa front ele-
vation with the door in open position. Fig.
4 1s a section on the line 4—4 of Fig. 2. Fig.

 5isa horizontal 1’0ngitﬂdinal_sectwn_ partly

broken away R

~ Corresponding and like parts are referred
to 1n the following description and indicated
in all the views of the drawing by the same

My improved hen’s -nest.-comprisfe_s a box 1

o which is open at its front end to form a door-

way 2 and which is provided intermediate of
1ts ends with a transverse partition 3. This

into which the doorway leads, and an inner
portion or nest proper 5 which communicates
with the vestibule by means of an opening 6
extending through the partition at an upper
corner thereof. The rear portion of the top

of the box is hjnigedly connected to the for-
- ward portion 7 of

the top, and forms a lid 8 '

therefrom.

. _ This | tion by another hen.
partition divides the box into a vestibule 4 |

cessible to

A door 9 is mounted in the doorway 2 to

| UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE,

t which renders the nest proper 5 readily ac-
permit the eggs to be removed

60

close the same, and is provided at its inner
face intermediate of its side edges 10 and

110%, but nearer the side edge 10, with two

vertically alining ears 11 through which a

vertical rod 12 passes, said rod being secured

in the doorway, as shown. A wing 13 is se-
cured to the inner face of the door at the

side edge 10 thereof, and extends inwardly

therefrom and substantially perpendicularly

thereto, said wing being adapted, upon the
opening of the door, to be carried into a po-

65
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sition to extend across the vestibule and to

abut against one wall thereof to limit the
outward movement of the door.

_ This wing
1s formed at a lower corner with a cut-away

75

portion 14 which, when the wing extends
across the vestibule, is diagonally opposite

the opening 6 in the partition, and which is
designed to permit a hen to pass there-
through. . ' o

~ The arra,ngemént bf'-th'_é cut—aWay'pOrtion
14 and the opening 6 of the partition forms -

a tortuous passage, so that a hen, after en-
tering the doorway and passing through the
cut-away portion, must travel diagonally
across the vestibule to reach the nest proper,
sald win
back wﬂ%

will thus swing the wing, and effect the clos-

ing of the door after the hen. When the
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being so arranged that the hen’s
bear thereagainst while the hen is
| moving diagonally across the vestibule, and

90

door is in a closed position, the wing 13 ob- -
viously limits its inward movement, and thus

prevents another hen from pushing against

the door and swinging the latter inwardly to

95

aln. admission to the nest. The door is -

formed at its edge 10 with a recess 15 which

1s arranged to admit light into the vestibule
to attract the attention of the hen when she
~desires to escape from the nest, and to cause
| her to push against the door contiguous to

100

the recess, whereby to swing the door out-

‘the door and thus escaping from the nest
~when 1t 1s desired to co
‘& spring latch 16 is secured at one side of the
doorway, the recess 15 normally forming a
clearage for such latch, and a plate 17 is piv-
oted at one end to the outer face of the door,
‘and is adapted to be swung over the recess

In order to prevent t_hé'hen'from'opening_

- wardly and leave the nest ready for occupa-
105

ne her in the latter,

110
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peep hole.

&2

15 and frictionally held in position so as to
be engaged with the spring latch 16, upon the
losing of the door, and thus hold the door

2 |

securely in closed position. A peep hole 18,

which is preferably screened, extends through
the door at the side edge 10 thereof, and is

arranged to admit light into the vestibule |

when the recess 15 is closed by the plate 17,
to attract the attention of the hen, and to
cause the latter to leave the egg and attempt
to escape from the nest by bearing against
the portion of the door contiguous to the
When the recess 15 forms a
clearace for the latch, the plate 17 1s swung
over the peep hole, to close the same and
thus allow licht to enter the vestibule
through the recess 15 only. -

In the preferred embodiment of the inven-
tion, the box 1 is constructed of sheet metal,
and the bottom 19 and the sides 20 of the
box are constructed of an integral strip of
metal, the sides 20 being formed at their up-

~per and rear edges with outstanding flanges
21 arranged for engagement with the re-

20

30

~ be readily separated to permit the latter to :

39
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turned edges of the forward portion 7 of the
top of the box and the rear end 22 thereof.
The partition 3 is formed at its side edges
with pins 23 which project through openings
in the sides 20, to hold the partition in place,
and the door 9 is detachably mounted be-
tween the forward portion 7 of the top and
the bottom 19 of the bex. It 1s obvious
that, in this case, the parts of the box may
be conveniently cleaned. =~ :

Having thus described the invention, what
I claim 1s: ' --

1. A hen’s nest comprising a box having a
doorway, a door pivotally mounted inter-
mediate of its ends in the doorway and
formed with openings on opposite sides of 1ts

~ axis, and means for closing either of said

495

openings.

9. A hen’s nest comprising a box having a |

doorway, a partition extending across the

box behind the doorway and formed at one

corner with an opening extending there-

T ——
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through; a door mounted in thé doorway,
and a wing secured to the door and adapted
to extend across the box when the door 1s In

open position, said wing being formed with a
cut-away portion diagonally opposite the

opening in the partition. |
3. A hen’s nest comprising a box having a

doorway, a door pivotally mounted in the

doorway, and a wing secured to the door and

50
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arranged to extend across the box when the -

door is in open position, said wing being

adapted to bear against the walls of the box
whereby to limit the inward and outward
movement of the door. o B

4. A hen’s nest comprising a box having a

60

doorway, a door pivotally mounted mn the

1 doorway and formed at one edge with a re-

cess, a spring latch carried by the doorway,
said recess mormally forming a clearage for

6o

the latch, and a plate arranged to be moved

over the recess whereby to be engaged with

the latch. _ -
5. A hen’s nest comprising a box having a
doorway, a door pivotally mounted in the

doorway, a wing secured to the door within

the box and arranged to extend across the
box when the door is in open position, a
spring latch carried by the doorway, the door
being
age for the latch, and a plate pivotally se-
cured to the door and arranged to be swung
over the recess whereby to be engaged with

the latch upon the closing of the door.

mediate of its ends in the doorway and
formed on one side of its axis with a recess
and on the other side of its axis with a peep
hole, and a plate pivoted to the door and ar-
ranged to be swung over the recess or the

peep hole.
In testimony whereof I affix my signature.

in presence of two witnesses. .
BERT E. BARTHOLOMEW. |5 s.]
Witnesses: _ a
JouN W. BARTHOLOMEW,
Herman W. McCoONNELL.
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formed with a recess providing a clear-

- 80
6. A hen’s nest comprising a box having a
‘doorway, a door pivotally mounted inter-

89
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