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" To all whom it may concern:

Y

10

Be it known that I, Trurstox M. L
Joxp, a citizen of the United States, residing

[

at the city of New York, borough of Man-

hattan, in the county and State of New

York, have invented .a certain new and nse-

ful Shield for Mouthpieces of Telephones, | ,'an _
 wings one to the other so as to hold them

of which the following is a specification.

This invention is a sanitary shield espe- |
cially intended for use on the mouth piece |

< of a telephone, and the object in view 1s the

provision of a cheap device

the breath of the users thereof. 4

b
S ¢

using a

Many persons object to th '

tary telephones, and to overcome such ob-
jections, _

tion of sanitary shield which is so cheap

that it may be supplied to each individual |
in fact, the shield is weil

+ L]

telephone? in

adapted for use as an advertising novelty.
" Prior devices of the same general charac-

" ter as my invention are so constructed that

- the individual device does not hold 1tseld

 to become displaced by moving the tele- |
_phone over a desk, table, or other surface,
. or

R 1
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~quiring _
~ which, of course, involye time. -labor,

plece. _ .
paratively more expensive. than the device |

of my invention, owing to the use i the |

securely in place; in fact, the device 1s liable

by tonching the’ shield with the hps or
the face in the act of talking into the mouth

+*

former of fastenings which attach certain

holding flaps to the body or front of the
shield. This 1s due fo- the fact that after |

stamping the shield out of paper or card-

procedure re-

faps by staples, such mode of
a certain number of operations

conisequent experise. -

My new shield 1x characterized by three i

advantages which are of prinie 1mportance

in a device of this character; frst, 1t 18 con-
structed for holding itself securely m- posi-
tion on the mouth picee so that 1t cannot be

displaced or knocked off accidentally undler
ordinary conditions of use of the instru-

Y
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adapted to hold |
itself securely in place on the mouth piece.
~An uncovered or open  month piece of a
telephone affords a chamber for the lodg- |
ment of dust, dirt, and disease germs from }

the use of 1nsani- | 8.
neans for reinforcing the front or exposed
| side of the shield.
that the shield when applied is liable to bend:
ot buckle, particularly when the wings are
elastically connected, and to overcome.this -

objection, T employ means for reinforcing
the shield so that it will present a flat front
dde and effectually .caver the -open front

I have devised a novel construc-

Furthermore, such devices are com- |

and

time on, the mouth piece; and, third, the de-
vice is exceedingly

advertising novelty.

The invention consists
vided with a film-covered opening, wings
on said shield, and means for connecting the

under tension and in engagement with a
month piece.

of a shield pro-

The aforesaid means for .con-

_ 1y cheap oi manufacture, so -
“that it may be distributed gratultously, as an
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necting . the wings may consist of a single

elastic or spring, or a number of springs, or

of any appropriate vieldable connection for

| lolding the wings I engagement with =a

mouth piece, one of the prominent features
of my invention

for conunecting sald wings.

vo
consisting broadly of means

Another part of the invention resides

It is found. in practice
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part of the mouth piece. . One means for re-

inforcing the shield consists of flaps adapted
to be folded in different directions from the
wings.and upon the shield. said flaps operat-

ine to hold the shield from bending in one

divection and the wings serving a like pur--
, the

pose in another direction. Preferably
shield and the wings and flaps thereof are

to  facilitate the operation of bending’ or

_ __ | folding the wings and the flaps.
board, 1t 15 necessary 1o fold certain flaps |
" on the shield and thereafter  fasten the’

" Tn the drawings, Figure 1 is a side eleva-
tion. showing wy device applied to: the
month piece of an ordinary telephone: Fig.

of Fig. 4; Fig. 3 is a horizontal cross-section
on the line 3—3 of Fig. 4; Fig. 4 1s a view
in rear elevation of my new shield. discon-

nected from a mouth piece: and Fig. 5 1s'a
plan view of the shield as cut or stamped.

and. with a film attached to an opening .of
the shieid.. . - |

stamped or cut by dies n a single piece. 90.
of caydboard, or other material, and . at the -

same (ime the material is seored or creased

9 ig a vertical cross-section on t e line 2—2

1O

IS

'\ designates a shield provided witly an-

m}d of such a size:as to cover the mouth
piece B, of an ordinary telephone C, sub-
stantially as.indicated by FKig. 1. Any

_ | opening «, said shield being preferably flat, -
ient; second, the shield 1s so reinforced | a s '
~ that it will not hend or buckle when applied |
55 to, and used for. any considerable length of

110
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snitable material may be employe& in the

manufacture of said shield, but, for economy

and for advertising -_puré)oses,. I have found
~ that a comparatively stiff

1s well adapted to the purposes of this inven-

- tion, although it will be understood that T do

not desire to limit myself to this particular.

- material,

~10
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The opening @ of the shield is covered

with a film D, of very thin material which
1s sensitive 5o as to vibrate or respond read-
ily to the action of sound waves thereon.

The film D is applied-or secured to the Inner
or rear surface of the shield A by any suit-
able means, such as by an adhesive or cement:.|
adapted to securely attach the ilm at its edge

- to the shield. - The film may consist of a thin

20

- for the purpose.

‘pliable sheet or layer of paper which is pref-
erably not treated to.render it antiseptic, al- |

though I may employ any material suitable
A very thin sheet or layer
of untreated tissue or parchment paper has
been found to answer the.puipose exceed-

-1ngly well.

95

~and on two of the ed

30

As shown by Figs. 4 and 5 of the draw-
ings, the shield A 1s approximately square,
ges of said shield are
provided wings E. It is preferred to malke
the wings integral with the shield A, and to
bend or double said wings on the score or
crease line e, whereby the wings. may be
folded upon the shield and into fapping re-

lation thereto. The wings are provided with

- recesses ¢’y which conform to the shape of

oy
L |

- 40

45

the mouth piece B, and are adapted to fit
snugly thereto, as presented by Fig. 1, and
as will be understood readily by reference to

Fig. 4. '

An 1mportant feature of the invention

consists m the employment of means for:
yieldably or elastically connecting
. E one to the other,

~of any attachment of the

the wings

wings to the shield.
Various devices for thus yie dably connect-
ing the wings may be emploved, such as

~ Springs, a yieldable or spring wire hoop or

50
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band, or equivalent devices, but in the em-

bodiment shown by Figs. 2, 8 and 4 of the |
drawings, I employ an endless elastic COT-
nection I, the latter being shown as a rub-
ber band. - For the purpose of connecting .
the elastic T : '

to the wings in a munner to
overcome any accidental separation, said
wings are provided with notches 7, see I 10S.
4 and 5. The recesses ¢’ of the wings I, are
made in the side edges thereof, while the
notches f, are provided in the respective end

~ edges of said wings, whereby the recessed
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edges of the wings engage with the mouth

pieceé, and the band F may have proper en-
- gagement with said wings,

substantially as
shown by Fig. 4. The shield 1s, further-
more, provided with the flaps G, which ex-
tend beyond the edges not occupied by the

wings [, said flaps extending outwardly.

sheet of cardboard

flaps are provided with recesses ¢’

of the shield to buckle, even under

and independentlv

‘15 desired to use the.

‘the flaps, and the latter lapping

805,330

ffogu_the shield on two of the edges thereof,
while the wings extend outwardly from the

'two remalning edges of sald shield. The:
flaps G are adapted to be folded on the

score or crease line g, (see Fig. 5,) and said
| The
flaps are adapted to be folded mwardly . to-

ward each other and upon the shield, while:

70

the wings fold in a similar manner upon the

shield, and, also, upon the flaps. This con-
struction’ 1s advantageous becanse the flaps
(, when folded reinforce the shield to pre-
vent 1t from bending or buckling in one di-
rection, while the wings fold at right angles
to the flaps, and thus reinforce the shield in

70
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a_manner to restrain it from bending or

bickling in another direction. It will be

_seen that the flaps and the wings thus co-

operate in holding the shield in a flat con-
dition, when applied to a mouth piece, and
that the parts wholly overcome any tendency
the ten-
sion of the elastic connection. o

For economy in manufacture, it is pre-
terred to cut or stamp the entire device, with
the exception of the elastic band T and the
film D, from a single piece of paper having

- certain amount of phability, and in Fig. 5.

I have shown the shield A, its wings I, and
the flaps G, as cut to the required form and
creased or scered at one operation, wherehy
the sbield may be manufactured rapidly.
and with great economy. Tt will be under-
stood that after cutting the article, it is only
necessary to attach the film D, after which
the articles may be packed in a flat condition
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Tor shipment and storage. Owing te the -

cheapness of manufacture, the device is well

adapted for use as an advertising mediun,
and 1t is evident that any advertising or
other matter may be printed on the exposed
side of the shield for the purpose of - dis-
playing such matter to the public. - When 1t
article, thie operator
bends the flaps G on'the creased lines 7, and
afterwards folds the wings E on the erensed
lines ¢, the wings overlapping the shield and

o the shield,
substantially as indicated by Figs. 2. 8 and
4. The shield may now he applied to the
mouth piece B, by slightly opening the WINg's
and the flaps, and slipping the deviee npon
sardl mouth piece, the recessed edges ¢, g7,
of the wings IS, and the flaps (. engaging
with said mouth piece. Iinally, the elastic
I, or its equivalent, is distended and ad-

justed into engagement with the notehaed

edges ' of the wings, whereby the elastic
operates to draw the wings E firmly into en-
gagement with the mouth piece. The el astic,
or its equivalent, yieldably counects the
wings for the purpose of holding them
firmly on-the mouth piece, and thus over-

displaced on said mouthpiece.

come any tendency of the shield to hecome
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- the telephone. The film and

. 905,330

The shiéld,' when applied, ._Wlmlly b(ivei'é

‘the open end of the mouth piece, but owing
to the sensitive character of
- use of the shield does

the film D, the
the not 1 any way inter-
tere with the transmission of s

~fectually prevent the lodgment .of dust.
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shield as especially

dirt, and disease germs, in the mouth plece,

and the shield is so cheap, and can be ap- .

plied so readily, that the individual users of

telephones may be supplied with shields for
temporary th oce.
~Although T have shown and described my
adapted for the mouth

use on the mouth piece.

plece of telephones, it will be understood
that the invention is not strictly confined to

peech through |
the shield ef-

.

use ‘on this particular instrument, because T |

may employ said shield on the mouth pieces

paratus.

_ Having thus described my invention, what |
1 claim as new and desire to secure by Let-.

ters Patent 15—

1. A shield for telephone mouth-pieces.

comprising a body portion, members folded

upon said body-portion, said members being
adapted for engagement with a mouth-piece,
and means elastically connecting said mem-
- bers, said means being independent of the
the shield is adapted |

mouth-piece to which

to be applied. ;

2. A shield for telephone mouth-pieces
comprising & body portion, means for rein-
Toreing said portion, whereby it is precluded
trom bending when applied to a mouth-piece,
members folded upon said body portion and

adapted for engagement with a mouth-piece,
and an elastic connection betwéen said mem-

~ bers for retaining the laiter firmly in en-

gagement with a mouth-piece. _
3. A shield for telephone mouth-pieces
comprising a body portion provided with a

diaphragm, members folded upon said por-

tion and into overlapping relation thereto,
sald members being adapted for engagement

with a mouth-piece, and an elastic connec-

~ tion uniting sald members and operating to
place tension thereon, whereby the shield is
- adapted to be retained firmly in position on

- 50

lapping relation thereto, said wings being

s 1
)
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a mouth-piece.’

4. A shield for telephone mouth-pieces

comprising a body portion, wings integral

with said body-portion and folded into over-

adapted for engagement with a mouth-piece,

~and elastic means connecting said wings for
~retainimg them in position on the mouth-
piece, said elastic means being free from en-
piece when the

shield 15 applied thereto. - -
. .\ shield for telephone mouth-pieces

cagement with the mouth

- comprising a body-portion provided with a

65

diaphragny, notched wings folded upon said
body portion,and into overlapping relation

of other instruments, machinery or ap-

-wings, and means yieldably connecting the
wings. _ - - _

“comprising a body-por
sald body-portion, wings overlapping” the
body portion and also overlapping said flaps,
‘and elastic means connecting said wings.

connection fitting in said notches and adapt-

| ed to be retained thereby normally in COOP-

erative engagement with said wings.
6. A shield for telephone mouth-pieces

comprising a body-portion, flaps which are

foldable into overlapping engagement with
‘the body portion, and wings also foldable

mto overlapping relation to the body or-

‘tion, said flaps and wings being adapted for

engagementwith a mouth-piece. -
7. A shield for tclephone mouth-pieces

comprising a body-portion, flaps overlapping
the body-portion, wings overlapping the

body-portion, and means for retaining the

3

gagement with a mouth-piece, and an elastic

70
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wings in position, said flaps and the wings

being adapted forengagement with a m outﬁ—

8. A shield for telephone '1'110‘11t11*-1’:~ieces:

tion, flaps overlapping

- 9. In a device of the elass described, a

shield provided on a plurality of its edges

with flaps which are foldable relative there-

to, and also provided on other edges with a
plurality of wings which are also foldable

foldable in different directions..
10. In a device of the class described, a
shield, flaps foldable relative to the shield.

-on the shield, the flaps and the wings being

and wings also foldable relative to the shield.
| said wings and flaps being foldable into lap-

ping relation. .

11. In a device of the cla_sé described, a

shield, foldable flaps, and “wings foldable

mto lapping relation to the flaps.

- 12.- A shield for mouth pieces of tele-

phones comprising a body having wings and

flaps which are folded into lapping relation

to the body and to one another.: .
13, In a device of the class described, a

shield provided -with lapping flaps and

)
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14. In a device of the class described, a

shield provided with lapping recessed flaps

~and wings, and means connecting the wings
| 115

mdependently of the flaps.
- 15. A shield for telephone mouth pieces

comprising & body provided with a dia-

‘thereto, saidwings heing adapted for en- |

phragm, wings folded on said body and
adapted for engagement with a mouth piece,
and a separate elastic tension member engag-

| ing said wings and adapted to draw the lat-

ter mto engagement with said mouth pieee.
- In testiinony whereof I have signed mv

Tname to this specification in the presence of

two subsceribing witnesses. .
' ~ THURSTON M.LA JORD.
Witnesses: N L |

ScHUYLER S, Hanmprox,
W, Ler. | '
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