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To all whom it may concern:
Be it known that 1, OO\TRAD MEIN FARDT,

esiding at \Va%hnwtou in the District of
(J(m mbm have 11we11ted certain new and
usetnl anmvu wents 1 Buckles, of which
the following is a specification.

My invention relates to certain new and
usetul 1mprovements in buckles particularly
adapted for use 1 connection with straps for
securimg mall-bags and the like, and the
preeent invention has for its ob]eet to pro-
vide an improved buckle of the type dis-
closed 1 my Patent No. 899,121, issued
September 22, 1908, and the invention com-
prises a hook member and an eye member
having a sliding bridge and a finger engag-
ng lever for OpLI .Eltlllﬁ the br 1doe to effect a
quch 1eleeee of the st ap from the eye mem-
ber and also means for locking the finger en-

gagmge lever 1n a fixed p031t1011 S0 that the
stmp may not be released as long as the lever
15 locked.

More specifically my invention embodies
those novel details of construction, combina-
tion and arrangement of parts 21l of which
will be first iully described, and then be spe-
cifically pointed out in the appended claims,
reference being had to the accompa 1ying
drawings, 1n WlllCh —

Ifigure 1, 1s a perspective view showing
the epphc.zttlon of my invention to a mail-
bag, the neck portion of the mail bag being
shown in the drawings. Fig. 2, 1s a detail
perspective view of The strap and buclkle
complete. Iig. 3,1s a top plan view of the
buckle and stiz ap ends, the parts being 1n the
strap securing position with the pad- Tock re-
moved. FKig. 4 1s a central vertical longitu-
dinal seeuon the parts being in their locked
posttion. I‘lﬂ , 1S a similar view, the parts
being m their released position. Fig. 6, is a
detail perspective view, the finger eng 301110
lever being disconnected from the eye mem.-
ber.

Referring now to the accompanying
drawings, 1n which like letters and numerals
of reference indicate like parts 1in all of the
figures, 1 represents the hook member and 2
the eye member.

The hook member 1 has an eye 1* through
which the end of the strap 5 passes, the etmp
5 being riveted or otherwise secured to the
hook member in a permanent manner, as at
5% The eye member 2 may be formed of any
desired material and is provided with up-

e e e ——r—

| lever 4 1s pivoted, the lever 4 having a finger

engaging end 4* and laterally projecting
studs 4 which project into bearing apertures
in the cars 280  The lever 4 1s .11%0 provided
with a heel 4¢ to enter a slot 3° in a shiding
bridge member 3 which slides on the hools
member 2 and is held in place by the lever 4
and by the curled over ends 3% which em-
brace the eye member 2, as shown most
clearly in Figs. 4 and 5 of the drawings.

The bmdoe member 3 has a prowctmo POL-
tion 3° that is of such a width as to be mov-
able between the ears 2* and the eye member
2, and the projecting portion 3, is Jfomned
with a slot 3¢ to receive the heel 4¢ of the
lever 4 herecinbefore referred to.

The lever 4 in my present invention is pro-
vided with an aperture 4% to permit passage
of the Iug 2% of the eye member 2, the lug
9% being provided with an aperture 92
through “which a £ astening means 6 may be
p‘lSS{%d to lock the lever 4 in a fixed position
so that the strap may not be released. The
securing means may be in the nature of fm
or qur‘y‘ pad-lock such as shown i Ig.
of the drawings. This is desirable when 1 the
buckle 1s to be used to fasten mail- bags when
1t 15 desired that such bags are to be locked.
as when registered mail is being transported.

In the present application the strap end
5" 1s passed through the eye member 3% of the
bridee member 3, from the under side, as 1n-
dicated in full lines in Fig. 4 and down be-
tween it and the front bar 2¢ of the eye mem-
ber 2 and between the same as shown in Ifig.
4. 'The operator then pulling on the strap 5
in the direction of the arrow a, will draw the
sliding bridge member in the S“lme direction,
thus causing the lever 4 to swing down in a
clirection oppes1te to the arrow y n Tfig. 5,
until the parts assume the position shown in
Fig. 4, when the bars 8¢ will clamp the end
of the stra ap 5 and firmly hold the same from
movement. By pulling on the strap 5 and
ograsping the bridge member, the strap may
be drawn tight after the hook member has
been hooked into the eye member 1n a man-
ner which will be readily understood to those
skilled in the art. Should it be desired to
release the strap from the package or mail-
bag, 1t 1s only necessary to grasp the lever 4
and pull on the same in a direction away
from the hook member while Slmultqneoushr
lifting up on the same. This will draw the
bridge member toward the hook member and

turned ears 2* between which a releasing I release the strap so that the strap can pass
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through the buckle to such a degree as to en-

able the eye member being readily wnhooked

from the hoolk member.

My improved form of buckle i1s particu-
larly adapted for use to fasten mail-bags and
the like where it is desirved to have an effeet-
ive fastening means which can be quickly
and easily unhooked or unlocked so that the
mail-bag may be quickly opened and so that

the bag may reversely be also quickly locked.
Furthermore, by providing the means for
locking the lever when my mvention is used
on mail-bags the ordinary pad-locks used by
the Post Office Department may be used to
lock the buckle on the mail-bags with the
use of my invention and avoid the necessity
of having a special construction of lock for
that purpose.

When I speak of “strap” I.do not desire
to limit myself by such term to any partic-
ular strap, as any material or strap may be
used which will perform the desired func-
tion.

I'rom the foregoing description taken in
connection with the accompanying drawings
it 1s thought the complete construction, oper-
ation and many advantages of my 1nvention
will be readily understood by those skilled
in the art to which the invention appertains.

What { claim 1s:

1. A buckle comprising a member, a shd-

img bridge mounted thereon and having an

804,707

eye portion to permit passage of a strap and

adapted toclamp the strap in between 1tself

and said member, said member having ears,

a lever pivotally mounted between said ears
and having a heel to codperatively engage
said bridge to move the same along said

member, and means for locking said lever

from movement.

9. In a buckle, an open member having
up-turned ears, a bricdge having an eye and
having a portien to embrace said open mem-
ber and slidable thereon, and a lever pivot-
ally mounted -between said ears to engage
sald bridee to move the same, together with
means for locking the said lever Trom move-
ment.

3. In a buckle, an open member having
up-turned ears, a bridge having an eye and
having portions te embrace said open mem-
ber to be-slidable thereon, said bridee having
a portion to project between said ears, said
last named portion having an aperture, a le-
ver pivotally mounted between said ears and
having a heel to engage said aperture of the
projecting portion of the bridge to operate
the same, together with means for locking
said lever from movement.

CONRAD MEINHARDT.
Witnesses:

Arpert L. DinTERICH,
Gro. S. LIviNGsTON.
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