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1o all whom it may concern:

Be 1t known that I, Roserr J. DrLL, citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Grand
Island, 1in the county of Hall and State of
Nebraska, have invented certain new and

usetul Improvements in Gate-Locking De-

vices, of which the following is a specifica-
tiomn. |

The object of this invention is an im-
proved locking device which is designed
particularly for use in connection with wire
gates or the like, which is arranged to exert
a tenston upon the gate in a peculiar manner
so that such tension holds the gate securely
1n closed position, and which may be readily
operated to release the gate when it is de-
sired to open the same.

With this and other objects in view that

will more fully appear as the description

proceeds, the invention consists in certain

- constructions and arrangements of the parts
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that 1 shall hereinafter fully describe, and
then point out the novel features thereof in
the appended claim.

For a full understanding of the invention
and the merits thereof, and to acquire a
knowledge of the details of construction
reference 1s to be had to the following de-
scription and accompanying drawing, in
which: |

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a gate
showing my improved locking device ap-
plied thereto; Fig. 2 is a detail view in sec-
tion, illustrating the position of the parts
when the gate 1s closed ; and, Fig. 3 is a per-
spective view showing the gate released.

Corresponding and like parts are referred
to 1n the following description and indicated
1n all the views of the drawing by the same
reference characters.

Referring to the drawing, A designates a |

gate of wire or the like which is hung at one
end from the hinge post B of the fence, and
1s provided at its other or free end with a

locking beam C arranged to be engaged with

the latch post D of the fence, to hold the
gate 1n closed position.

The latch post D is provided with two in-
wardly disposed vertically alining eyebolts
1, 1n which 1s journaled a crank shaft 2, the
upper end of which 1s perpendicularly dis-
posed to form an operating handle 8.

The latch beam C carries two vertically

spaced outwardly disposed hooks 4 which |

are designed to be engaged with the cranlk
portion of the shaft, the lower hook being

- preferably supported upon a collar 5 formed

at the lower extremity of the crank, as
shown. After the hooks are engaged with
the crank shaft, the latter is turned by
means of the operating handle 8, so that the
crank portion is carried away from the lock-
ing beam C which thus exerts a tension upon
the wires of the gate to stretch the same, the

turning being continued until the crank

shatt is moved past a center, in which posi-
tion the operating handle 8 abuts against a
stop 6 that, in the present instance, is con-
stituted by a shoulder formed by cutting
away the upper end of the latch post B.
When the shaft has been moved past a cen-
ter, the stretched wires of the gate obviously
exert a tension upon the shaft to cause it to
continue its motion in such direction, but
since the movement of the shaft is limited
by the stop 6, the tension exerted by the
shatft serves to hold the operating handle 3
against the stop, whereby to retain the hooks
1in engagement with the crank shaft and
hold the gate securely in closed position.
By reversing the above operation, it will be
seen that the gate may be readily released (o
be permitted to be quickly opened when de-
sived. It will be noted that by this arrange-
ment, the tension exerted upon the gate
serves to etfectually prevent any sageing of
the latter, and effects a slicht movement of
the hinge post and the latch post toward
each other, which thus pulls the wires of
the fence on each side of the gate to keep
the wires taut.

From the above description, in connection
with the accompanying drawing, it will be
apparent that 1 have provided a simple,
durable and efliclent construction of gate
locking device which is positive in action,
which may be readily and conveniently op-
erated, and which consists of comparatively
few parts that may be easily and cheaply
manutactured and readily assembled.

Having thus described the invention, what

1 celaim 1s:

The combination with a gate and a latch
post, the latter being provided at its upper
end with a stop, of vertically spaced hooks
secured to and projecting from the free end
of the gate, a vertical crank shaft carried by
the latch post and arranged for engagement
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with the hooks to exert a tension upon the

cgate, and an operating handle formed by

bending the upper end of the crank shaft at
right angles, and arranged to be swung 1n
one direction against the stop, and to be
held by the tension of the gate against re-
turn in the opposite duectwn the crank be-

ing formed with a collar ‘ldapted to support |

one of the 1100115, as cmd for the pmpomc

specified.

In testimony whereof T affix my swnatme

1n presence of two witnesses.

Witnesses:
SaMmUueL C. Hustow,
JaMmes K. DILL.

ROBERT J. DILL.
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