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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Joiix N. Davrs, a citi-
zen of the United States; residing in Dayton,
county of Montgomery, and State of Ohio,
have invented certain new and useful Im-
provements i Paper Pails, of which the fol-

owing 1s a full, clenr, and exact description,
reference being had to. the accompanying

drawings, forming part of this specification.

My 1nvention relates to oyster pails, de-
signed for liquids, oysters, berries, and ice
cream, and the like, and the particular ob-

ject of my invention is to provide a novel

lock for the outside top covers of the pail,

whereby the covers may be quickly and ac-

curately locked shut. - |
Heretofore it has been usunal to attach a

~top cover, and to secure a tin strip or tongue
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to the other side edge and bringing the top
covers together to thread the tongue through
the rectangular loop, and then drawing on
the tongue to bend it back upon itself to lock
the covers. . *

In order to provide for the convenient
threading of the tongue through the loop,
these loops are necessarily constructed con-
siderably wider than the strip of metal form-
ing the tongue. These pails are intended to
be used only once, and consequently the side,
or end, extensions which form the top cover
have ordinarily not been folded down until
the pail is to be used, so that with the first
folding over of the cover extensions there is
constderable elasticity to the paper material,

ancd a marked tendency of the covers to

spring back to their upright position, unless
tightly locked. Tn locking the
through the rectangular loop, unless great
care 15 taken, and the covers held down with
onc hand at the same time that the tongue
strip 1s drawn tight and folded back, the
ordmary and usual result is the tongues are
bent back over the straight edge of the loop
without lying in a strictly horizontal posi-
tion, so that a closure is not obtained. In
nddition to this it has been usual to clench
the tongue strip in a fixed position to one of
the covers, so that notwithstanding the width
of the rectangular loop on the opposite cover,
it frequently happens that the tongue strips
are sccured out of alinement with the loop, or
the tongues have been carelessly «enched so

that they extend at such an angle from their.

rectangular tin loop upon one side edee of the

tongue:

| this reason: cannot be threaded through the

loop, and in either of these events the entire
patl must be discarded as imperfect.

It 1s the purpose of my invention to over-
come these difficulties by the substitution for
the ordinary rectangular loop of a circular
loop of a diameter sufficient to allow the
ready threading of the tongue through the
loop, and with which construction the cir-

cular edges of the loop will form a bearing

for the side edges of the tongue to provide
a leverage for drawing theé cover extensions
closely together into horizontal position, and
for locking them securely in one position.
Instead of clenching the -tongue strip to
the opposite cover m a fixed and rigid posi-

tion, I also provide for hinging or pivoting

the tongue strip so that it can be swiung
Jaterally, and thus the tongue ean be shifted
and the lock estabhished whether the loop
and tongue are m alinement or not, and in
addition to this T am ensbled to provide a
much longer tongue strip than ordinarily as
the strip can be swung to one side out of
the way, when the pails are nested for ship-
ment and this longer strip permits a much
more secure and permanent locking of the
covers than with the shorter tongues.

In the drawings Figure 1 15 a perspective
view of my pail with the covers locked. Fig.
2 15 a similar perspective view of the pail
partly closed, and ready for locking.

- 18 the paper pail of the ordinary con-
struction usttally formed out of a single
blank of paper, cut and scored into bottom,
sides, and, ends, with corner folds between
the sides and ends, and with end extensions

with folds between the end extensions and

the corner folds, which end extensions BB, C
form the inner portion of the cover, while
the corner fold extensions ), E form the
closing top covers. |

I 15 the bail of the bucket, which 1s se-
cured to the eyclets (r, which eyelets are
clenched throngh the overlappimg corney
folds. The particular construction of blanlk
tor the paper pail, however, is unimportant,

as my mvention relates only to the locking

device for fustening touether the external
top covers, nor 1s it of 1mportance whether
the side extensions, or the end extensions,
are folded to form the external cover,
Attached to the npperr edge of one of the
top covers D preferably bhetween the over-

respective top covers that the tongne for | lapping folds of the blank by means of a
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~ small eyelet a, or of.herwise, is a étrip H, to

2. In the other top
- g K is formed with its

. This’ circular opening

10

form the locking tongue, the means of at-
taching same being such that the strip will
pivot thereon so that it can be shifted later-
ally as shown by the dotted lines in Fig.
cover K a circular open-
edge suitably bound
with metal or otherwise to prevent wear.
K 1s of a diameter
sufficiently greater than the width of the
tongue H to permit the ready threading of

- the tongue through the opening.
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In order to close the pail, the top covers

; E, I} are pressed inwards, and the tongue H

1s threaded through the opening K, then by
simply drawing back -the tongue the edges
of the tongue obtain a bearing on the circu-
lar edges of the opening, and the top edges
of the cover are thus accurately drawn to-

gether without any possibility of the top cov--

ers springing up, or shifting, as the tongue
1s drawn back and pressed down.
 As above stated, if it should ha pen that

.the;tongue and circular opening should not

be found in correct alinement when the cov-
ers are brought together, the wuser merely
shifts the tongue so that i1t can be threaded

through the opening and there is no neces.
sity -of discarding the

) pail, nor is there any
hability of a defective pail by reason of the

fact that the tongue does not extend at right |

angles from its cover. The tongues, there-
fore, in my construction can be secured in
place

an opening formed in the opp

‘tongue in drawing

when the pail is formied with. mueh |

003,455

greater rapidity than in the older construc-
' has to be exercised,

tions in which care _
(which in the hurry of construction is fre.
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quently overlooked), to see to it that the

tongue 1s secured at right angles to the edge

ortion. |
described my 1nvention,

of the cover

Having thus
what I claim as new,
Letters Patent, is: |

1. In a paper pail, top covers for closing
the pail formed of doubled side extersion
folds, with a strip to form a tongue, piv-
oted to one top cover to swing laterally and
osite top cover,
whereby the lock may be established when
the two members of the lock are not 1n aline-
ment, substantially as described.

2. In a paper pail, top covers for closing
the pail formed of doubled side extension

folds, with a’ strip to form a tongue, pivoted - -
90

to one top cover to swing laterally and a
circular opening of. a substantially greater
diameter ' than the
formed 'in the opposite top cover whereby a
bearing surface may be obtained for the
the top covers together

and the lock may be established when the

two members are not in alinement, substan-

trally as described. |
JOHN" N. DAYVIS.
Witnesses : '*

W. S. MCCOENAUGﬁEY, |
H. H. STONEBARGE‘R.
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