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Ty all whom it MAY CONCErn:

Be it known that I, Jounx Donavan, a citi-
zen of the United States residing at Ran-
toul, in the county of Cha,mpalﬂ‘n and State
of Ilhnms have Invented a new and useful

Trace- Support of which the following 1s a

specification.

This invention has relation to trace sup-
ports and 1t consists in the novel construc-
tion and arrangement of its parts as herein-
after shown and described.

The object of the invention is to prowde
interlocking members adapted to be applied
to harness traces and which may be so inter-
locked or engaged as to positively hold the
end portions of the traces in elevated posi-
tions over the back of the animal When the
traces are not connected with the swingle-
tree of the vehicle. The sald members are
so formed as to engage each other whereby
one of the traces may lie flat against the
back of the animal and the parts are so dis-
posed that the members will not interfere or

come 1n contact with the sides or flanks of

the animal when the traces are connected
with the swingle-tree.

In the accompanying drawing: Figure 1
18 a transverse sectional view of a pair of
traces with the supporting members attached
thereto. IKig. 2 1s a transverse sectional
view showing the supporting members 1nter-
locked, and Figs. 3 and 4 are perspective
views of the supportmg members discon-
nected from the traces.

The member 1 1s attached to the inner side
of the trace 2 and 1s provided at 1ts lower
edge with a shelf portion 8 which passes un-
cder the trace 2 and extends beyond the outer
side thereof. The shelf 8 1s provided at a
point beyond the outer side of the trace 2
with a perforation 4 and the reduced pas-

sage 5 extends from the outer edge of the
shelf 3 into the said perforation 4. The
member 6 1s attached to the inner side of the
trace 7. Sald member is provided at its
upper edge with a neck 8 at the upper end of
which is located a ball or head 9. The ball
9 1s greater 1n diameter than the perforation
4 of the member 1. The neck 8 is oblong 1
transverse section and its shorter transverse
dimension is less than the width of the pas-
sage 5 while 1ts longer transverse dimension
1s greater than the width of the passage 5.
The neck 8 1s inclined over the upper edge
of the trace 7 so that the ball 9 is located

substantially vertically above the said trace. |

| The members 1. and 6 are attached to the

traces 2 and 7 at points intermediate of the
ends thereof, suitable securing dewces being

provided for this purpose.

When the traces are not in use and 1t 1S

desived to secure the same together 1n ele-

vated positions over the back of the animal
the traces are thrown over the back of the
animal and the neck 8 is passed through
the passage 5 until it enters the perforation
4. As the longer dimension of the neck 8 lies
in a plane pmra,llel with the plane occupied
by the trace 7 1t 1s necessary to give the
trace 7 a twmt or turn equal to a quarter oi

il mrele in order to pass the neck 8 along the

recess 5. When, however, the said neck en-
ters the perfor ations 4 it may turn therein
so that the trace 7T may assume generally 1its
original disposition or alinement. By rea-
son of the fact that the neck 8 is inclined
over the edge of the trace 7 when the mem-
bers are interloclked they will assume sub-
stantially the relative positions as shown in
Fig. 2 in which 1t will be seen that the trace
7 may lie flat against the back of the animal
while the trace 1 is held i in an inclined posi-
tion. Furthermore, the disposition of the
neck 8 holds the ball 9 away from the flanks
of the animal when the traces are connected
with the swingle-tree of the vehicle. To
disconnect the members of the trace support
the operation above described 1s reversed.
Thus 1t will be seen that a support having
special utility 1s provided which consists of
two members of simple construction and
which may be easily and readily applied to
the traces of harness and which will ef-
fectually support the same when interlocked,
upon the back of the animal notwithstand-
ing the jarring and movement of the body
of the animal, to which the said members
will be subj ected while interlocked.

A further advantage gained 1s that 1t 1s
not necessary to tie knots or loops 1n the
traces to hold them over the back of the ani-
mal and the parts are so simple 1n construc-
tion that they may be interlocked and dis-
connected with great ease and rapidity.

Having described my invention, what I

claim as new and desire to secure by Let-

ters Patent 15—

1. A trace support comprising a palr of
members one of which is attached to each
trace, one of said members having a shelf
portion lying under its trace and bemg Pro-
vided with a perforation and a reduced pas-
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~sage; the other member having a neck and
a ball mounted thereon, said neck and ball
“being located over the trace to which the

said member is attached, sald neck being

adapted to enter the passage and perfom—'
tion of the other member. - __
-~ 2. A trace support comprising a PELII‘ of
members each of which is attached to one.

trace, one member having a Shelf ortlon
1y1110 under the trace to which it 1S att&ched

and being provided with a perforation and
a reduced passage; the other member hav-

Ing a neck mclmed over the upper edge of

-the trace to which 1t 1s attached the trans-

15 verse dimension of sald neck in one direc-

f

-—

908,368

' tion being less than the transverse dimen-

sion of said passage and the transverse di-

mension of sald neck in another direction

being greater than the transverse dimension
of smd passage and a ball 1ocated at the end _

of said neck and being greater in diameter

than the diameter of the perfomtmn of the
other member. .

In testimony that I claim the foregomg as

my own, I have hereto affixed my swlmture 25

in the pregence of two witnesses.
JOHN DOVAVA\T
Witnesses:
James F. CLARK,

CSAMUEL LIVINGSTON.
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