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To all whom it may concern: -
Be it known that I, Georce B. McBEAN,

a citizen of the United States, and a resident

of Chicago, in the county of Cook and State

of Illinois, have invented certain new and
in Qutlet-Box Covers,
of which the following is a specification.
This invention relates to improvements 1n
outlet box covers for electric light installa-
tions, and particularly to that c%a.ss of such
devices in which a metal cover is directly
combined. with'a porcelain or similar non-
conducting socket for receiving the screw
threaded base of an incandescent lamp, or
the equivalent plug of any electric connector.

The object of the invention is to provide |
.an improved form of fastenin

‘ g between the
metal portion of‘the cover and the porcelain
socket for the lamp, which shall be simple
of construction, easy of application and ef-
fective and permanent in its holding power—

and to provide means whereby all danger of }
short circuiting between the metallic portion

of the cover and the terminal wires and con-
nections within the outlet hox is done away
with. And to this end the invention con-
sists in the matters hereinafter set forth and
particularly pointed out 1n the appended
claims, which will be fully understood when
considered in connection with the accom-
panying drawings, in which,— .
Figure 1 is a transverse sectional detail of
an outlet box cover constructed in accord-
ance with my inventi
is & similar view showing the two portions
of the cover in the act of being applied to
each other. Fig. 3 is a sectional detail taken

on the liné 3—3 of Fig. 1. Fig. 4 is a frag-

- mentary detail in side elevation, showing one
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of the recesses in the side of the porcelain
socket, with which the fastening ears on the
metallic portion of the cover interlock. Fig.
5 is a perspective detail showing the shape
of one of tﬁz fastening- ears prior to 1its en-
gagement with the porcelain socket. Fig. 6
is & transverse sectional detail of an outlet
box cover constructed in accordance. with my
invention but slightly mod fied from the
form shéwn in Fig. 1. Fig. 7 is a similar
view -showm5§ the two portions of this cover
in the act of being applied to each other.

f. . 818 g seclg".‘i_l:ma9 detail tam li,m‘-,[1 8—?
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showing the inturned fla
of the metallic cover an
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n in one form. Fig. 2

thereby,

.each ear then occupyin

around the neck.
recess 9, while the face of the flange 1 aroun

also showing the |

manner in which the lﬁg is struck from this

flange to interlock with the recess in the por-

celain socket. |
In said drawings, Figs. 1-5, 1 designates
the metallic or flanged portion of my 1m-

proved cover, which is adapted to close the

open side of any ordinary wall or outlet box
of the character commonly used in the wir-
ine of houses and other buildings for electric
lighting. 2 is a porcelain socket which fits
through an opening in the center of the me-
tallic flange 1, after the manner presently

| to be described. The socket 2 is lined with

the usual metallic sleeve 3 which is threaded

to receive the screw threaded base of an in-
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candescent light bulb, or the similar plug of

any other electric connector. This sleeve 1s

here'shown as secured in place by two clamp-

ing screws 4 and 5, of which the latter forms
connection with one of the binding post ter-
minals 6 for the circuit connections of the
socket. The other binding post 7 1s shown
as connected with the usual center screw 8,
the head of which is designed to make con-
tact with the end of the lamp or electric
plug; in the usual manner. These details of
construction, however, will be understood to
be purely illustrative, as their detalls have
no particular bearing on the present inven-
tion. | T .
My improved mode of fastening the me-
tallic langed portion 1 of the cover to the
socket 2 mmvolves the
sides of the socket of recesses 9, and the
provision at corresponding
neck of the metallic flange 1, of fastenin
ears 10 that are adapted to interlock with
the recesses 9 when the flange and socket
are brought together: In stampin
metallic flange 1, the ears 10 are %eft_pro-
jecting downwardly in a direction sub-
stantiglly parallel to the axis of the flange,
at the opposite edges of the central open-
ing 11 in the flange through which the
inner end of the socket 2 is adapted to fit.
Then when the socket is thrust into the aper-
ture in the flange and the parts are forced
together, the ends of the ears strike the usual
<houlder 12 on the socket and are deflected
so that they bind inwardly and fol:
low the curves of the recesses 9 until com-
Jetely reversed in .position and doubled
Ea.c—k, as shown in Fig. 1, the body portion of
the corresp.ondinﬁ

rovision in opposite

points in. the.
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- the flange 1 of the cover.
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45 1nside of said shoulder,

‘annular shoulder 12 on the socket.

hal shoul

the central opening fits closely against
manner the parts are caused to firmly and
permanently interlock so that no strain or
blow to which the cover will ordinarily be
subjected, will in any manner affect the per-
manency of the connection. ~

The above description relates more par-
ticularly to the construction shown in Figs

1-5. In the slightly modified construction

shown in Figs. 7-9, the general shapes of

~the flange 1 and socket 2 are the same, and
the socket is provided, as before, with the

opposite recesses 9, but instead of having ears
10, the flange 1 is provided with an inturned
annular collar portion 13 adapted to closely
surround the neck of the socket just above
the shoulder 12, and then, after the parts are
brought together, the metal of the collar por-
tion 12 is swaged into the recesses 9, thereby
forming lugs 14 which, by their en agement
with these recesses, hold the parts irmly in-

terlocked. - -

In order to prevent short circuiting from
occurring between the terminals on the inner
end of the socket or the circuit wires attached
thereto in the outlet- box, on the one hand,
and the metallic flanged portion 1 of the out-
let box cover, on the other, the latter is shcwn
In Figs. 6-9 as provided with a lining 15
formed of non-conducting fiber or other suit-
able non-conducting. material, which is bent
to conform closely to the inner surface of

herein shown as fastened to the cover by
eyelets 16 punched out of the metal of the
flange 1 itself and left integral therewith,

thus forming, in effect, rivets which hold the

lining in plaee.
I claim as my invention :—
1. An outlet box cover
conducting socket having an annular exter-

er facing toward its inner end and

In this |

:

This lining is

comprising a non- .

nli——-

008,231

the | tallic cover portironf embracing ‘said socket
aEainst the shoulder thereof and

and bearing
provided with integral projections extend-
ing 1nto said recesses and abutting against
the walls thereof whereby the cover is held
rigidly and permanently against said shoul-
der ‘and against rotative movement on the
socket.

2. An outlet box cover comprising a non-
conducting socket, an annular metallic cover
portion embracinF sald socket, means for se-
curing the metallic cover portion upon the
socket, and a non-conducting lining for the
inner face of the metallic ‘
lining being secured to the metal by
gral eyelets formed from the
metal, substantially as described.

3. An outlet box cover comprising a non-
conducting socket having lateral recesses
and an annular shoulder in proximity to said

Inte-

recesses, and an’annular metallic cover por-

tion embracing said socket and Impinging on
the annular shoulder thereof,
tion having ears which are forced in to per-
manently interlock with the recesses, sub-
stantially as described. - -

4. In combination with a non-conducting
annular socket of the type set forth having
recesses 1n its outer wall extending radially
inward, of a metal cover having a central
hole for the passage of said socket, integral
portions of this cover being extended ra-
dially inward into said recesses and being
shaped to closely abut against the walls

thereof, whereby the -cover and socket are
‘permanently
on each other.

locked against any movement

, In testimony, that I claim the foregoing as
my mvention, I affix my signature In pres-
ence of two subscribing witnesses, this 15th

day of February, A. D. 1907.

recesses extending radially inward and lying |

and an annular me-

GEORGE B. McBEAN.

Witnesses:
- K. A. CosTELLO,
- M. V. McGrarn.
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