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Be 1t known that I, CI—IARLES;H; J OHNS—

TON, a citizen of the United States, residin(gl- ;

at Rogers Park, in the county of Cook an

State of Illinois, have invented certain new

and useful Improvements in Non-Detach-

‘able Sliding and Folding Upper Decks for
- Brick-Drier Cars, of which the following is

a specification. o0
Thisinvention relates to improvements in a

deck or platform which is more especially in-;

- tended for use in brick manufacturing plants

15
~ tion with one of said cars and as forming
- the upper deck thereof, but it will be under- | an _ __
‘stood that it is applicable for other uses and | the ‘positions the - parts will: occupy when
' ready for use; IFig. 4 is a bottom plan view
ot a portion of the deck; showing it broken
for the convenience of lustration, and dis-
closing a- modification in the construction of
the straps or bars which form hinges for
‘the sections of the deck, as well as supports
or bearings for the engaging means or loops
for the horizontal supports for the deck; and
FKig. 5 is a detail view of the modified form
of a portion of one of said straps, showing
' a- portion of one of the sections

20

30

35

and 1n connection with the brick drier cars
thereof, and it will be hereinafter referred
to for such purpose and described in connec-

In connection with other supports than cars
and for other than up

with any certain kind of car or support, ex-

~ cept when so limited in the claims hereto
- The principal object of the invention is to .
provide a foldable and slidable deck or plat-

a;ppended.; T

tion on the upper part of a brick drier car

for supporting the brick in such a manner

‘position that it will not interfere with the

loading or unloading of the lower deck of

~ constructed and arranged that it will always
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- may be easily assembled and readily placed
in operative position. - . .~ .

55

ing warped or broken. =

~vention will be disclosed in the subjoined
description and explanation. =
- In order to enable others skilled in the art’

or platform, thus obviating the necessity of

entirely removing and then again replacin g

and other parts comprising the deck becom-

or than upper decks, and for this
‘reason I do not desire to be limited in its use
- to any specific purpose or in its connection- |

[

‘1t secured to
suct ranner | of the deeck.
- that they can be dried, and which deck, |
when not in use, may be folded and slid

to one side of the-car and placed in such | views of the drawing.

110 -Wllidl_—__:_—':jz; ST o |
- Figure 1 is a view in side elevation of a
‘brick drier car, showing a deck embodying
| one form of the invention mounted thereon
and 1n position to receive the brick or other
| material which it is designed to support;
Tig. 2 15 a bottom plan view of the deck,

showing it detached from the'car; Fig. 3 is

‘an end view of the car, showing the stand-
‘ards or uprights at the sides thereof short-
ened for the convenience of illustration, and
1lustrating by continuous lines the positions
‘to which the parts of the deck may be folded
and slid - when not in use and by dotted lines
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| to which my invention pertains, to make and .
‘use the same, I will now proceed to describe
1t, referring to the accompanying drawing,
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- Like numerals of reference, refer to corre-

sponding parts throughout the different

| The reference numeral 6 designates the
side rails of the car-frame on which are sup-
ported by suitable hangers 6> the axles 7 on .
_ _ _ | which are mounted wheels 8, of the usual or
~be 1n position on its support or the upper | |
portion of the car for adjustment as a deck

ordinary construction. At suitable dis-

tances apart each of the side rails 6 is pro-
| vided with a number of uprights 9 which
_ are connected together in pairs by cross-
the same, thereby saving much time an'd-__-lar-'l Ppleces 10 near their upper ends. The side

bor and lessening the possibility of the slats | pieces 6 of the. car-frame are transversely

connected by means of bars or cross-pieces

| 11 on which 1s Jocated the lower or stationary
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~ Another object of the invention is "_to'--'_pro'; | deck, which is composed of a series of slats
- vide a mnon-detachable sliding and folding

deck or platform, which shall be simple and -

Inexpensive in construction, strong; durable
and effective in operation, the parts of which

‘Other objects and advantages of the in-

the transverse bars 10 near

‘of the uprights 9 of the car is my improved

| upper deck, which consists of a plurality of

| sections, preferably two which are indicated
as wholes by the reference numerals 13 and

| 14, each of which sections comprises a series

‘of slats 15, which are preferably spaced

the upper ends

12 which are preferably spaced apart, as
shown, and said deck may be of the ordinary
or any preferred construction. ILocated on
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apart, as shown, and disposed longitudinally
with 1'espect to the car, but may be trans-
versely arranged there (,011 or 1n juxtaposition
with one .‘fmothu‘* 1f so desired. When dis-
posed 101'1011:11(11115:.,1137 as shown in the draw-
g, the slats 15 comprising each of the sec-
tions 13 and 14 are connected together near
their ends and near their middle portions
by means of transverse boards or pleces 16
which are bolted or otherwise secured to t
lower surface of the slats 15, as wﬂl
reacily understood by reference to Fi f10. 2 of
the drawmg. Secured to each of the cross-
pieces 16 near the ends of each of the sec-
tions 13 and 14 are metal straps or bars 17
and 18, the former of which have at each of
their ends eyes 19 or transverse apertures,
and the latter of which have at their outer
ends eyes 19 or transverse apertures and at
their inner ends hooks or extensions 20 to
fit m the eyes 19 on the inner ends of the
straps 17, thus hinging the two sections 13
and 14 of the deck tooether so that they
may be folded one on the other when de-
sired. In the eyes at the outer ends of each
pair of the straps 18 is located a swinging
loop 21 which will stride the horizontal bars
10 so as to be movable thercon.

As shown 1n Ifig. 2 each of the loops 21
has at each of 1ts ends a lateral extension
21* to engage the bearings or eyes 19 in the
straps ther efor, and said loops are of suffi-
cient size to loosely stride the supporting
bars 10 of the car or other structure. In
the eyes or bearings 19 at the outer ends of
each of the pairs of straps 17 is located a
swinging loop 21° which loop portions are

be

on the straps 18, and have at each of their
ends a lateral extension 21* to fit in the eyes
or bearings 19 as in the other instance just
above described.

By reference to I'1ig. 2 of the drawing it
will be seen that the stmps 17 are located in

pairs at a greater distance apart than the

straps 18, so y that the pairs of the latter may
fold between those of the former, and in
order that the loops 21° may be of substan-
tially the same size as the loops 21 the for-
mer are provided with elbows 21°¢ near their

lateml extensions 21%, as 1s clearly shown in |

Ifie. 2 of the drawmo

In I‘ws 4 and 5 of the drawing I have
shown a modification in the construction of
the straps or bars 17 and 18, which consists
In forming the outer ends of each with an
open and hook-like bearing 22 1n which the
extensions 21* of the 100138 21 and 21° may
be placed atter the straps 17 and 18 have
been secured to the boards or cross-pieces
16, or they may be removed therefrom with-
ottt detaching” the straps from said cross-

pieces, for it is apparent by reference to

Fig. 5 that when the sections of the deck are

t open bearings 22 the projections

he

901,105

the hooked bearings 22 will be presented up-
wardly, and as saidl bearimgs are open the
uxtunsmns 21* of the loops may be readily
imnserted therem. In or del (o more see 1110]3
hold the extensions 21* of the loops m the
235 forming
a part of caid bearings may be ahn]nl\r
bent mwardly so as to contraet the upper or

open portion of each of suud bearimes, as

will be readily understood by vefer enee (o

Fie. 5 of the drawing. In this modif
the inner ends of each of the st
18 are provided with eyes or transverse aper-
tures 19 to recerve pmtles 24, which are em-
ploved 1nstead of the later al extensions 20
on the straps or bars 18 shown in the other
construction and above-described. By forni-
e the straps 17 and 18 according to thv
above-deseribed modified (__*.('}1151‘1_'140.1.1{}11j 1]
apparent that the said straps will he n.lilm
and mterchangeable.

IFrom the above desceription of my -
provements 1t will be obvious that the 1m-
proved deck or platform counstructed and

|

(Teation,
raps 17 and

arranged according to my invention is of

an mhemely Slmpk and practicable nature,
and 1t will be understood that while it is
shown 1n connection with a car as a support
therefor, yet it may be otherwise supported,
and that Wwhen it 1s desired to use the deck
tor supporting brick or other material the
sections thereof may be extended horizou-
tally as shown by dotted lines in Ifig. 3, and
when 1t 1s desired to fold the deck Hn, 1}111 (s
may be arranged in the positions shown by
continuous lines in said figure, m which op-

- eration it is apparent that the loops 21 and
prefembly of the same size as the loops 21 |

21*, which loosely engage the cross-pieces 10,
will freely slide hack and forth on the samne,

yet will hold the sections of the declk in posi-
tion thereon and in such a manner as to he

out of the way when the lower deck is being

loaded. It will also be obvious from (he
above description that the improved deck
1s susceptible of considerable modification
without material departure from the prinei-
ples and spirit of the invention, and for this
reason I do not desive to be understood as
limiting myself to the precise form and ar-
1‘&11%111@111: of the several parts of the device
herein set forth in carryine out my inven-
tion in practice.

Having thus fully described my invention,

‘what T claim as new, and desire to secure by

Letters-Patent, 1s—

1. A deck COIl‘SlStlllﬂ of a plurality of sup-
porting platforms ]1111%(:1 together at the
meeting edges, horuontally “disposed  sup-
portmn members for said platforms, and
means on the outer portion of cach outer
platform to slidably engage said supporting-
members.

2. A deck consisting of a plumht y of sup-
porting platforms 1111‘10(3(1 together at their

n 1;)081131011 on their horizontal supports 10 | meeting edges, horuontqlly dl%‘p(}%d SU-
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- porting-members for said platforms, and a

loop loosely connected to the outer portion

o of each of the outer platforms near each of

porting-members.

 ing-platforms, a pair of spaced apart straps

10

transversely secured to each of the plat-
forms near each of their ends, said straps |
being pivotally connected together at their

- 1nner ends in pairs and having their outer

20

“1mg-members for said platforms, and means | o |

ends provided with bearings, horizontally

~disposed supporting-members for said plat-
forms, and a loop located in the bearings |

of the outer ends of each pair of said straps

ends 1n pairs, horizontally disposed. support-

loosely connected to the outer portion of

-each of the platforms near each of its ends
and adapted to movably engage said sup-
_ e | _ | porting-members. AR

-1ts ends and adapted to embrace said sup- |

pairs and having their outer ends provided

with bearings, the members of each pair of

members.

- Cmas. C. TrmimaN,

'~ CHARLES H. JOHNSTON.

8

b A :deck'consistiilg'of-- apzm of sﬂpi:io_rt—
_ | ng platforms, a pair of spaced apart straps
3. A deck consisting of a pair of support-
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transversely secured to each of the platforms
| near each of their ends, said straps being
pivotally connected at their inner ends in
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| straps on one of the platforms being located
Turther apart than the members of each of
| the pair of straps on the other platform so
that the latter pairs may fold between the
I e _ _ ‘members of the former pairs, horizontally
and adapted to embrace said supporting- |
‘members. 7
- 4. A deck consisting of a pair of support-
1ng platforms, a pair of spaced apart straps
transversely secured to each of the platforms-
“near each of their ends, said straps being |
- prvotally connected together at their inner |
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disposed supporting-members for said plat-
forms, and a loop located in the bearings
-of the outer ends of each of said straps
and adapted to embrace said supporting-
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