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o citizen of the Umted States, residing et'_
' Easton, in the county of Talbot and State of
Mary Iend have invented a new and useful |

5
. Mall—-Catcher of whlch the follow ng. 18 e_'
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To all whom fz,t ma@/ concem | 5
Be it known that I, ROBDRT RAY ROTH a

o specification.

10

This in Ventlozi reletes to ma,ll catchers end

18 Taore pertmulerly designed for use in con-
nection with the mail dehvermg mechanism
- described and claimed in an application ﬁled}_
. by me on Dec. 26, 1907, Serial No. 408, 096.
~ One of the ob]ects of the mventlon is to |
~ provide means for sunulteneously actuatmg[ |
~ crane and enﬂ'age and support the releasedf --

the . releesmcs mechamsm on the deliver

ba

_. % further obJect is: to plowde bag enga,g—}
ing means mounted to swing under the im-
pulse 1mparted to it by the moving bag en-
gaging therewith, there being mechanism

"employed however for initially retarding

: the rotation: of the engaging means: to Insure-
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the proper gripping of the bag.

A still further object is to prowde meansf
for automatically locking the bag against
dlsplacement after 1t hes been delwered 130{_

the catcher.

: scrlbed and pointed out in the claims.

~ thereto.
40

In the accompanying drawings is shoWn-: '

the preferred form of the mventmn

In said drawings: Figure 1 is a perspec-
tive view of the mail catcher, a portion of the
delivering mecha,msm belng shown adjacent
Flg 2 is a plan view of the mail
Fig. 3 is an elevation of a portion
~ of the crane and showing the pivotal portion

- of the revoluble arm mounted thereon.

418 a tra,nsverse seetlon throuﬂ*h the palts;

catcher. -

- shown in T,
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Referrmg to the ﬁn'ures by cheracters of
- reference, 10 des:lgna,tes an arm connected to
the wall of a car A and carrying a rock bar 22
from which extends a tmppmg arm - 24,
© This rock bar constitites a keeper for a
hinged supporting finger 27 designed to en-
~gage the ring of a mail bag or sack B.

 These perts constltute no portlon of the
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present invention but are elements of the.
mail delivering mechanism covered by the

application hereinbefore mentioned.

- | sleeve 38.

“With these and other ob]ects in view the;'
invention consists of certain novel features
of construction and combinations of parts
- which will be hereinafter more fully de-

- Fig.

Tlmprovements consmts of a stendard 34

‘which may be mounted on a platform 35 lo-

cated adjacent the track. This standard
has collars 36 and 37 arranged thereon and
-revolubly mounted between these collars is
a sleeve 38 formed at one end of an arm 39
| which extends at right angles from the stand-

| ard and is provided with a double fork 40,
such for example, as shown in Fig. 1 which
1s designed to engage a bag supported from
the arm 10 whether said bag is approaching
| the fork from either direction.

- Anti-friction

devices such as balls 41 are preferably inter-
posed between sleeve 38 and collar 37 S0 as
y. | to permit the arm 39 to readily swing in a
“circle as a result of the impulse imparted to
| it- by the sudden contact of a moving bag
'Wlth the fork 40. 'In order that this move-
| ment of the arm 39 may be initially retarded
to a

sufficient degree to insure the proper

anism of the car, a roller 42 1s inter-
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gmppm%by fork 40 of the bag on the releas-
g me

posed between sleeve 38 and collar 37, the
[ same bemg located at one end of a spring 43

80

fastened to an extension 44 on collar 37.

This roller is held projected by the spring 43
‘into a recess 45 formed in the lower face of
‘When the roller is thus positioned
i the arm- 39 is. extended toward the track.
‘A brace 46 preferably extends downward
from arm 39 and has a ring 47 at its free end
‘which loosely embraces the standard 34 and
| 1s designed to rotate thereon. )
Pivotally connected to the outer or free
| end of each tine of the fork 40 is a retaining
finger 48 held normally at right angles to the
longitudinal axis of the fork by means of a
spring 49.
‘ranged in pairs, the fingers of each pair nor-

These fingers are obviously ar-
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mally alining a,nd ‘practically meeting at

thelr mner or adjoining ends.

The tripping arm. 24 s dee1gnled to tr&vel _-

in a plane extendmg between fork 40 and

| standard 34 and in order that the same may
be properly actuated an arm 50 is extended
from the standard and terminates in a

51 extendmﬂ' at an angle thereto and. 1111;0 the

‘path of the trlppmg arm 24.

The normal position of arm 39 is at right

._enﬂ'les to the direction of movement of the"
delwermcr mecha,msm ‘As heretofore stated

the bag B is designed to be supported from

‘the arm 10 and, as mentioned in my applica-

tion hereinbefore mentioned, this bag will be

| released by turning the rock bar 22 by means
The mail cetcher constltutmg the present .l .of trlppmcf arm 24. When the delwermg_
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mechanism approaches the mail catcher from
either direction the bag B strikes the retain-
ing fingers 48 and swings them mwardly until
it ¢ escapes them and becomes seated within
the tork, whereupon the fingers will be re-
turned to their normal pOSlthIlS by therr
springs 49 and thus prevent the bag from
accidentally falling out of the fork. At the
same time the arm 24 is br ought mmto contact
with finger 51, and thus opemted to partly
turn the rock bar 22 and release the hag.
The impact of the bag against the fork 40
will cause the same t0 pr 0111ptly swing hori-
zontally with standard 34 as'a center f:Llld the

released bag will thus be swung away from

the car. Itisof course to be understood that

roller 42 bears within recess 45 with suflicient

force to hold arm 39 in place while the bag is
being seated therein. When the bag B is
brmmllt into position within the fork 40 the
force exerted thereby will be sufficient to
swing arm 39 and cause roller 42 to become

depressed and thus shifted out of the re-

cess 45.
What 1s claimed 1s:
1. In a mail catcher the combination with

a fork and a support therefor; of oppositely
disposed retaining fingers mounted upon the
fork, and resilient means for holdmmg the

fingers normally in position across one ennd of
the, fork.

2. In a mail catcher the combination with

a standard; of a fork supported thereby and

mounted £0 SWIng there.mround said fork be-
ng located const‘mtly in the same plane of
rotatlon and spring controlled means for ini-
tially retm ding the movement of the fork.

3. In a mail catcher the combination with
a standard; of a fork supported thereby and
mounted to swing in a circle therear ound

controlled bag

ried by the arm, spring actuated m

and mounted

sald fork bemg mamtained at all times in the

same plane of movement.

4. In a mail catcher the combmation with
a standard, a sleeve revolubly mounted
thereon, and an anti-friction bearing for the

sleeve; 01 a fork connected to and movable

with the sleeve, and yieldingly supported
means engacing “said sleeve for mitially re-

tarding the movement of the ,slom ¢ and fork.

5. 1n & mail catcher the combmation with
a standard and a sleeve revolubly mounted
thereon;of an arm extendine from the sleeve,
a double fork carried by the arm, and spr mn
retalning means niot n[ml
upon andl 110111151113* extemhng across eachend
of the fork.

6. In a mail catcher the combination with
a standard, a sleeve revolubly mounted
t]mleon, and means for holding the sleeve
against vertical movement; of an arm ex-
Lendmﬂ from the sleeve, a d{)uhlo fork cm
ans for
initially retar dmu the movement of the sleeve
and 1L01L and an arm outstanding from and

-1'101(1]37 connected to the smn(hu]

The combination with deliveri e meeh-

,&_nism mcluding a rock bar and a mppmn‘

QT ; of a standai d, afork supported thereby
to swing therearound, said
fork being normally positioned in the path
of a bag suppmted by the delivering mech-
anism, mld an arm extendime froni ]u aland-
ard and into the path of the. trippmg arn.

In testimony that I claim the foregoimg
my own, I have hereto aflixed my signature
in the presence of two witnesses.

ROBT. RAY ROTII.

Witnesses:
. LasBerr,
C. . Fricris.
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