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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

'CARL WEBER-ILLIG, OF DELAWANNA, NEW JERSEY.
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No. 800,971.
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Patented Oct. 13, 1808.

Application filed January 8, 1908, Serial No. 409,749,

To all whom # may concern:

Be it known that 1, CARL WEBER-ILLIG, a
citizen of the United States, and a resident of
Delawanna, in the county of Passaic and
State of New Jersey, have invented certain

Improvements in a Combined Cover and Hood
for Caskets and Graves, of which the follow-

&

mgris a specification.

-'This invention relates to certain improve-

ments in combined covers and hoods for cas-
kets and graves, and has for its object to pro-
vide a device of this general character of a
simple and comparatively inexpensive na-
tare which shall be adapted for use at funeral
eeremonies and the like for covering and con-
cealing the casket so as-to lessen the shock
to the mourners, and which shall be also

dapted for use at newly made graves for in-
cloeing and covering the same, and for re-

such floral or other decorations as are

. 20 om mﬁ f ;
. desirable for imparting a softened and ornate
i ¢ - S

)pearance thereto. _
“The invention consists in certain novel fea-
:mdm of the cﬂnstruftmn, and acl:ombma?oltlls
pd arrangements of the several parts of the
improved combined cover and hood, whereby

certain important advantages are attained |

and the device is rendered simpler, less ex-
pensive and otherwise better adapted and
more convenient for use, all as will be herein-
afer fully set forth.

. +The novel features of the invention will be

carefully defined in the claims. -
In the accompanying drawings which

serve to illustrate my invention—Figure 1 is

a:perspective view showing my improved

i  ogmbined cover and hood as the same ap-
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taken vertically t

pears when applied for use at a grave; Fig. 2
198 vertical sgcﬁsion taken lengthwise through
the device as shown in Fig. 1; Fig. 3 1s a
jan view showing the inner or cover member
£ the device, detached from the outer or
hgod member; Fig. 4 is a sectional view
ugh the device in the
lane indicated by the line a—a in Fig. 2, and
%¢. 5 is a sectional view taken vertically
through the detached inner or cover member
iti the plane indicated by the line —b 1n Ig.
3; and showing certain features of construc-
aomn thereof which will be referred to herein-

-+ gifter. Fig. 6 is a broken sectional view,

.. ofkthe cover member and shcw&'mfl

fawn to an enlarged scale and taken cen-
#ally and vertically through one end portion
Ing the adja-
st reinforeed edges of two of the sections

Figs. 6 and 7.

the sheets 2 and 3 of eac

an enlarged fragmentary detail view showing
the meeting edges of two of the sections of the
cover member 1n section to illustrate the re-
inforces mounted upon sald edges.

In these views 1 represents, as a whole, the
inner or cover member of the device, which is
formed from inner and outer sheets 2 and 3
of wire netting, curved in cross section and of
such contour and dimensions as to adapt said
cover member to be arranged over a casket
or grave whereon the device is to be used, 1n
such a way as to completely cover and con-
ceal the same, the inner and outer sheets 2
and 3, from which sald cover member 1s
formed being spaced apart after the fashion
shown In my prior Letters Patent, No.

873,279, dated December 10, 1907, 1n such a

way as to permit of receiving floral or other
decorations, whereby the netting 1is con-
cealed and a highly ornamental appearance
1s imparted thereto.

The inner or cover member 1 18 divided
transversely, as herein shown, into a plu-
rality of sections 4, 4, there being three such
sections shown 1n the drawings, although it
is evident that a greater or less number may
be used as desired, and the meeting edges of
sald sections are reinforced, as shown at 5 in
Strips 6, 6, or equivalent de-
vices, are extended between the lower edges
of the inner and outer sheets 2 and 3 of each
section 4, so as to securely connect and hold

section in proper
relation. S ’ -

Along the lower edges of the outer sheets
3, 3 of the respective sections of the cover
member are produced eyes or loops 7, 7,
which are alined with each other along the
opposite sides of the cover member 1 and are
adapted for the passage of rods or bolts 8, 8,
which serve to connect said sections securely
together, said bolts having heads at one end
of the cover member and being provided with
nuts at the opposite end thereof, as clearly
shown in the drawings, in order that said
bolts or rods may be conveniently removed
and replaced.

By this construction, it is rendered pos-
sible to employ sections 4, 4 of different
lengths, and by interchanging such sections,
the cover member 1 may be made of any
length desired in order to better adapt it to
di?l%mnt lengths of caskets and graves. The
sectional construction also affords increased
convenience in handling and shipment, and

niived apart from each other, and Fig. 7 is | the reinforces 5, 5, at the meeting edges
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thereof add materially to the strength and

stiffness of the structure when assembled for

use.

At the head end of the eover member, the
end section 4 thereof has apertures centrally
produced in the Inner and outer sheets 2 and
3, as clearly shown in Figs. 3 and 5, and said
inner and outer sheets 2 and 3 of such end
section 4, have binding strips 9, 9, extended
along the edges of such apertures, the said
binding strps 9, 9, bemg fﬁ@ﬁd out $0 ne-
ceive the edge portions of slidimg members
10, 10, also formed -of wiwe netting and which
are capable of being decorated simuarly to
the body portion of the cover member, and
are also capabie of being erther wholly :or par-
teadly removed and replaced from the end
section 4 in such & way as to open and close
the apertures in the mner and outer sheets 2
and 3 thereof, for which purpese satd dlide
members are ‘herein shown provided with
handles 10, | _

By this arremgement it will be seen tiwat

- when the device 18 emaployed at funeral cere-

29

30

35

40

45

50

bb

60 v

monies, the cover member 1, suitably gar.:{:d
or decorated, being adyusted over the. t,
the cover of whiach 18 removed or adjusted in
such manner as 6o expose the face of the
corpse, the diide members 10, 10, may be re-

moved from the section ¢ at the head end of

the cover member in such & way as to expose
the face of the corpse within the casket to
view, while the casket itself is completely
covered and hidden 1 such a weay as to sub-
due, to & great extent, the feelings of the
mourners. '

- When the cover member 1 is to be em-
ployed at a grave to obscure the broken
earth and permit desirable decorations to be
apphied ¢hereto, the slide members 9, 9, will

[ ‘course, be apphed in place to close the

apertures of the head section 4, and $or such
use, an auxiliary head member or section 14
1s provided, said auxiiary member or section
hl% formed of & Hat plate of suitable ma-
terial, verticafly extended at the head end of

or other pomts by mesns of the bolts or reds
8, 8, and havang its end pertion ex-
bended above the top of the cover member 1

80 a8 bo permit of 1R &N WecTiption -of

say preferred character. The cover member
148 aloo provided, at suitable points adong its
lower lateral ‘edges, with snchering devices

11, 11, which may be convenion thy iooated =t
the lower ends of the reinforces 8, 5, alon
the transwverse edges of ‘the sections 4, 4, the
ssid anchoring dewioes, as ‘herem shown,
bemy formed of metal strips or
ipper ends of wirich are preotally held
. —;: ?1& sections 4, 4, whie the
mds of said strps or rods are adapted to be
dryven mito the earth alonguide ¢he grawe 'te

at the

securely held ‘the cover member in pesition. | heod member 15 may be r

the cover member 1, bemg held 2t its lower |

g | elsewhere as

Tods the
lower

900,071

When the cover member is to be used at 66

funeral ceremonies and the like, these an-
choring devices will not be needed for use,
and being piveted, may be thrown up along-
side the edges of the sections, as clearly

shown 1n Fl%d?,, hooks or pins 12 being pro- 70
0

vided for h
15 re

ing them 1n raised position.
ts as a4 whole, the hood member

of the device, and as herein shown which

member 1s also formed of a seres of sections,
comprising & foot sectiom 16, intermediate
sections 17, 17, and & head section 18, such
sections bemg detachably connected end to
end, by means of ti3e rodsor belts 19,19,in a
mannersimuar to the way in which the sec-
troms of the mner or cover member 1 are con-
nected. This construction permits the hood
member 15 to be made in any length desired

80 as to pt 1t for use upon graves of dif-
forent s, and lkkewise permits conven-
ient handiing and shrpment of the device.

The hood member is herein shown as of &
rectangular shape 1n cross section,
but it 18 evident that it may be formed in anry
preferred shape, and may, if desired, be
made to conform to the shape of the curved
cover member 1. As herein shown, aiso,
sald hood section has imperforate wals, but
it 1s evident that said walls may be other-
wise formed if desired.
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90

The several sections of the hood member 95

15 ‘have overlapping tlarges 19* at thewr meet-
me od such edges of the sections

ges,
are adapted to be htted together accurately,
and ssid sections may be ormamented ™ any
preferred way ,as with religioms or society em-
loms and the like, in order 1o grvie any pre-

farred ance 10 the device. Siace the
sections of the saidd member are interchange-
able, it will be evident that differently ormasa-
mented sectrons may be cemibined in differ-
ent ways to prodmoe any desired character of
ormamentation.

In the use of the device, the hood menvber
18 set down over the cover member without
removmg the swme from its ‘pesition at the
erave, and the head sectisn 18 of the hood
meraber 18 formed 1n vhe nature of a shell or
casing which 1s adapted to #fit over and in-
close the suxthary head member or section 14
of the cover member as clearly shown m Fig.
2. Saad head section 18 mayﬁearanin n
tron simalar to that which i1s applied to
suxiliary section or member 14. The hood
mesnber 15 s also mﬂed;dwt its cerners or
mey esirod, with integral
eves 20, through which mg devices 1n
the doren of pms or stakes 21 are adepted to
be driven 1nte ‘the ground m such & way as to
securely hold the said hoed member in pesi-
tion at the grave. ' |

Where the devioe -constructed accordme
to my mveantion is to be used at praves, the

100

105

110

116

120

126




. &8 other 1n the direction of the length of the
-+ cower member and detachable fastening de-
-+ viges for helding
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pleasant weather, or when careful attention
can be given to maintain the decorations
upon the cover member in proper condition,
but since this is impossible to be done in the
winter time, or while the attendants are at a
distance, the hood member 15 is provided to

- be adjusted in position to inclose the said

cover member, and by reason of its ornate
appearance, to permit of dispensing with
fleral or other perishable decorations. Said
hood member, being readily removable, may
be removed from the grave whenever desired
1n order to disclose the decorations afforded
by the cover member 1.

~From the above description of my inven-
tion it will be seen that tie combined cover
and hood embodying my improvements is of
an extremely simple and comparatively inex-
pensive nature and is particularly well adapt-
ed for use by reason of the ornamental ap-
pearance afforded by it and of the fact that it
permits of covering and concealing newly
made graves or caskets so as to soften the
effect produced upon the mourners, and it
will also be apparent from the above descrip-

~ tion that the device is susceptible of consid-
... erable modification without material depar-

ture from the principles and spirit of the in-
vention and for this reason I do not desire to
be understood as limiting myself to the pre-
cise form and arrangement of the several

of the device herein set forth in carry-
ing out my invention in practice.

“Having thus described my invention, what
I claim and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
enf 15—

1. A device of the character described
comprising a cover member formed from in-
ner and outer sheets of wire netting spaced
apart from each other, said sheets being pro-
vided with alined apertures located at one
end of the cover member and adapted, when
satd member is in position over a casket to
disclose the face of a corpse therein, and slide

t5 members adapted respectively for detach-

able connection with the respective inner
and outer sheets of the cover member to

. - close the apertures therein.

2. A device of the character described
0 comprising a cover member formed of wire
. netting and transversely divided into a plu-
. - rality of sections each of which is provided
- with eyes at its opposite sides, the eyes of

ctive sections being alined with each

sald sections in relation and

comprising rods extended lengthwise alo
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opposite sides of the cover member an
passed through the eyes of the respective

8. A device of the character described
cagnprising & cover member formed of wire
ag and transversely divided into a plu-

I

rality of sections each of which is provided 65

with eyes at its opposite sides, the eyes of the
respective sections being alined with each
other in the direction of the length of the
cover member, a head member extended -
across one end of the cover member and
having an end portion which is adapted to
project above the top of the cover memberin
position to receive an inscription, and de-
tachable fastening devices comprising rods
extended lengthwise along opposite sides of
the cover member, and passed through the
eyes of the sections thereof and through the
head member and adapted to hold said head
member and the sections of the cover mem-
ber 1n relation. |

4, A device of the character described
comprising a cover member formed of wire
netting and transversely divided into a plu-
rality of sections each of which is provided
with eyes at its opposite sides, the eyes of the
respective sections being alined with each
other in the direction of the length of the
cover member, and a hood member arranged
over and adapted to inclose the cover mem-

ber, and detachable fastening devices com-

prising rods extended along the opposite
sides of the cover member, and engaged with
the eyes of the respective sections thereof
for holding the sections of the cover member
in connected relation.

5. A device of the character deseribed
comprising a cover member formed from
wire netting and having at one end an aper-

ture adapted, when said member is in posi-

tion over a casket, to disclose the face of a
corpse therein, and a slide member adapted
for detachable connection with said cover
member to close said aperture therein.

6. A device of the character described
comprising a cover member formed from
wire netting and having at one end an aper-
ture, adapted, when said member is in posi-
tion over a casket, to disclose the face of a
corpse therein, grooved parts extended along
opposite edges of said aperture, and a slide
member having edge portions adapted to
travel in the grooves of said parts and mov-
able to open or close said aperture.

7. A device of the character described
comprising a cover member formed from
wire netting and adapted to receive decora-
tions, and a hood member having walls
adapted to inclose said cover member.

8. A device of the character described
comprising a cover member formed from
wire netting and adapted to receive decora-
tions, and a hood member transversely di-
vided into a plurality of sections detachably
connected together, and adapted to inclose
sald cover member.

9. A device of the character described
comprising a cover member formed from
wire netting and adapted to receive decora-~
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tions, and provided with an auxiliary head | In witness whereof I have hereunto signed
section extended above its top at its head | my name this 20 day of December 1907, in
end, and a hood member having decorated | the presence of two subscribing witnesses.
walls and adapted to inclose said cover mem- | CARL WEBER-ILLIG.
ber and having a shell-like head section ex-| Witnesses:
tended above its top and adapted to inclose J. D. CAPLINGER,
the head section of the cover member. | A. F. CoNNELL.
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