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- Be it known, hat I, JAMes CEHRISTIAN RisT

- new and useful Improvements in Clothes-
- Line Holders, of which the following is a

~_ This invention relates to a clothes line
holder, but is also adapted for use in securing

- awning or other ropes; and the primary ob-
ject of the same is to provide a device of this
class for positively engaging opposite por-
- tions of a rope to maintain a desired tension
on the rope, the holder being applicable
‘either to a fence post, a side wall or other |
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STEIRLY, a citizen of the United States, re-
siding at Oil City, in the county of Venango
and State of Pennsylvania, have invented |

- support and also to overhead devices.
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‘the desired adjustment

~_ The holder comprises an open rope seat.

- defined by upper and lower walls , the one

wall being transversely straight and the
‘other inclined, a wedge member or blo ck

~ shdable in the seat and having

thereof adjacent to one of the walls provided

L

the member or block, means being provided
for locking the lever against movement after
f the wedge member

or block has been obtained. . -

- of construction and arrangement of the

several parts which will be hereinafter more

fully specified. = - -

The invention also consists in the details

OWL Sepa-

’ .- . *

- with teeth to bite into the rope, and also |
having a recess and a manually operative
lever fulerumed at an intermediate. point to
- the body of the holder and having a straight
free extremity loosely engaging the recess of-

‘tical or horizontal _ _
‘has a grip or handle 7 extending therefrom

rivet 6 is formed of copper in view of the non-

‘corrosive character of this metal and to

maintain a freedom of movement for the
screw 5.. By securing the screw 5 to the

body 1: as just set forth, the holder may be
‘applied either to a side wall, post or anal-
|-0gous device, or toa support overhead.

nected thereto by 2 copper rivet 6. The
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. The holder is capable of use either in a ver-

position, and to properly

at one side of the center. The upper part of

‘the body 1 of the holder also has an opening
8 therethrough. to receive a fastening to se-
cure the holder in fixed position if desired.
| A rope seat 9 is formed on one side of the
“body 1 by an upper inclined wall or flange 10
and a lower transversely straight wall 11 , the

seat 9 thus having a converged contour to-
“wards one extremity thereof. Within “the
seat 9 a wedge block 12 is slidably mounted -
and is guided in its movements in opposite
directions by an angular rib 13 located within
‘the seat and engaging a corresponding groove
14 1n the back of the block. = This rib 13 and
groove 14 obstruct any tendency of the block
‘to mrregularly shift or move towards the wall
| or flange 10, or, in other words, to have lat-

‘eral movement.

In its opposite side the
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‘block 12 is formed with a recess 15 which

| opens out through the edge adjacent to the

~wall 11, the latter being slotted as at 16 fora

... .. <o | that through which
- In the drawing: Figure 1 is a side elevation

- of a holder emb odying the features of the in--|
- vention. - Fig. 2 is a similar view showing a
rope 1 dotted lines in the rope seat and the
- wedge block in a clamping position with re-
- spect to the rope.  Fig. 3 is a transverse ver-
tical section of the holder on an enlarged
scale. Figs. 4, 5 and 6 are detail perspective
‘views of portions of the holder s

purpose which will be presently explained.
" member . > 90
through the recess 15 opens is
formed with transversely extending teeth or
‘biting projections 17, and the inner portion
of the wall or flange 10 has corresponding

The edge of the block or member 12

opposite

teeth 18, the block preferably carrying two

teeth and the wall or flange three teeth; and
‘when the block is shifted towards the reduced
| extremity of the seat 9 the teeth thereof will
‘be located oppos _ _ twe
teeth 18 of the said wall or flange 10..

posite the spaces between the
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rated. -~ T -On the body 1 below the wall or flange 11,
_Similar characters of reference are em- an operating lever 19 for the block or mem-

ployed to Indicate corresponding parts in the | ber 12 is tulerumed, and has a projecting ex- -
~ several views. - - T

_ eral | tremity or finger 20 movable in the slot 16
o0

The numeral 1 designates the body of the of the wall or flange 11 and also in the recess 105 -
holder having an upper reduced extremity 2 | 15 of the said block. The lever 19 is ful.
- which is vertically slotted as at 3 to movably | erumed at a point intermediate of 1ts length
~ Tecelve a coupling member 4 of a securing and i8 provided on one side with a boss 21
‘movably fitting in a socket 22 formed in the
body 1; and through the center of said boss 110

- screw 5, the member 4 being pivoted in the
55 upper reduced extremity 2 and held con- |
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and socket a rivet or pivot pin 23 is passed !

and secured at opposite extremities with re-
spect to the lever and the said body, asclearly
shown by Fig. 3. To strengthen the body 1
or provide for the formation of the socket 22,
an offset 24 is formed in the body around the
socket. The lower edge of the body has an
arcuate flange or segmental projection 25
formed at intervals with notches or recesses
26 to receive a locking tooth 27 on the lever
19 close to the fulerum, the boss 21 and tooth
27 being on the same side of the said lever.

The object of the recesses 26 and the tooth

27 is to lock the lever and the block or mem-
ber 12 in adjusted position.

It is preferred that all the parts of the
holder be constructed of non-corrosive metal,
and to accommodate various uses changes
in the proportions and dimensions may be
adopte(E

It will be seen that the number of parts of
the holder requiring imndividual construction

is minimized, and independent of the coup- |

ling member 4 there are but three main ele-
ments; namely, the body 1, the member or
block 12, and the lever 19. The block or
member 12 and the lever 19 are separately
constructed and in the assemblage of the
block or member with relation to the body 1

it is inserted longitudinally into the rope |

space 9 and the lever 19 then applied and
secured. '

From the foregoing explanation the opera-
tion will be readily understood. When 1t 1s
desired to secure a rope within the holder, the
body is disposed in the most convenient po-
sition through the medium of the handle 7,
and after the rope has been inserted between
the toothed wall or flange 10 and the block
or member 12 the lever 19 1s drawn towards

the handle 7 and the block or member 12 is | portion of the member and also operating to

forced towards the reduced extremity of the
rope seat 9, thus causing the teeth 17 and 18
to firmly bite into opposite portions of the
rope and secure the latter to the holder, the
block or member 12 being locked in its ad-
justed position by the tooth 27 on the lever 19
engaging one of the notches 26. Various
sizes of ropes may be introduced 1mnto and se-
cured by the holder, and 1n releasing the rope
the lever 19 1s moved away irom the handle
7. The lever 19 is permitted to have suih-
cient play to release the tooth 27 from either
of the notches 26.

The strain brought to bear on the wedge
block or member 12 1s materially relieved
from the wall or flange 11 by the rib 13 en-
oaging the groove 14 in the said block, and,
furthermore, this rib and groove insure a uni-
formity of engagement of the teeth 17 of the
said block with the adjacent portion of the
rope disposed between the said block and the
wall or Hange 10. It will also be noted that
the rope seat 9 i1s transversely disposed with
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ticular arrangement of the rope seat 1s advan-

tageous in that a rope can be more readily in-
serted in and removed from the said seat.
Furthermore, by having the lever 19 withm
easy reaching distance of the grip or handle 7
the operator may use one hand m mamtaming
the body 1 at a proper angle and also sinit
the lever in opposite directions to corre-
spondingly move the wedge block or mem-
ber 12.

Many other advantages will become appar-
ent to those using the holder, and the cost ol
manufacture of the latter will be materially
reduced in view of the speeial structure here-
inbefore set forth. .

Having thus fully described the mvention,
what 1s claimed as new, is:

1. In a holder of the class specified, a body
having a rope seat with a fully open front
side, the walls of said seat converging to-
wards one extremity, a wedge member shd-
ably mounted in said seat, and an operating
lever loosely fulerumed at an mtermediate
point of the body and having a straight frec
extremity loosely extending mto the rope
seat and the adjacent side portion of the
wedge member, the said free extremity of the
lever operating also to hold the said wedge
member in place 1 the seat.

2. In a holder of the class speeified, a body
having a transversely straight wall and an
inclined wall to provide a rope seat whieh 1s
fully open at the front side, a guide rib ex-
tending longitudinally mto the seat and par-
allel with the transversely straight wall, a
wedge-shaped slhidable clamping menber
loosely and separably mounted in the scat
and having a bottom groove to engage the
sald rib, and an operating means having a
free extremity loosely extending into the side

hold the latter in place in the seat, the one
side edge of the clamping member and the
imclined wall serving to directly engage the
rope placed therebetween.

3. A holder of the class set forth having a
body with a handle or grip extending there-
from, a securing device movably attached to
the extremity of the body opposite that from
which the handle projects, a rope seat being
formed at an intermediate point on the hody
by a transversely straight wall and a con-
verging wall, the seat being fully open at the
front side, a wedge member slidably and sep-

arably disposed n the said rope seat between

the walls, and an operating lever loosely piv-
oted at an intermediate point on the body
and having a longitudinally straight free end
loosely projecting mmto the side portion of the

wedge member, the handle extremity of the .

lever being adjacent to the handle or grip-of
the body. '

4. In a holder of the class set forth, a body
having a rope seat and a segmental projec-

respect to the body 1 of the holder.  This par- l tion provided with notches the rope seat be-
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- the body and having a straight free extrem- |

1ty loosely projecting into the side portion of |
~the wedge member and also provided with
_a projection adjacent to the body to engage |

ing fully open at the front, a wedge member |
slidably mounted in the seat, and a lever
~ loosely fulerumed at an intermediate point to |

 the notches of the segmental projection of
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between the projection snd the end that en-

gages the wedge member.

- 5. A holder of the class set fOTthGOmPI‘IS— |
ing essentially three main elements, consist-
ing respectively of a body having _&-'__ha;ndle_-I':_ .

projecting from one extremity, a rope seat
formed by a transversely straight and an in-

 b0dy; S e SR |
| In testimony whereof I have hereunto set
y hand in presence of two subscribing wit-

gitudinslly thereinto, all of the parts of the =
“body being formed integral, a slidable wedge

block. having a recess opening outwardly
through one side and a back groove to engage
the rib of the rope seat, and a lever pivoted
atanintermediate point to the body and hav-
| g a straight free extremity projecting into

tcnes nenta _ of | the recess of the wedge block, the handle of 25 -
“the said body, the fulerum of the lever being

20

the lever being adjacent to the handle of the |

nesses.

Witnesses:

- clined wall and having a rib extending lon- | W. A. Russ.

~ JAMES CHRISTIAN RIST STEIRLY.
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