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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, CmarLEs Lovarr

BEviINg, a subject of the King of Great, Brit-

ain,  and a resident of Jamestown, in “the.
county of Newport and State of Rhode
, have invented a new and Improved
~ Appliance for Releasing Boats, of which the
following is a full, clear, and exact descrip-

Islan

tiomn.

This invention is an improvement in ap-
liances for releasing life and other boats
from the davits of vessels, docks and other
elevated places, and has for an object the
- provision of means operdble to simultane-.
ously disconnect both the bow and the stern |
of the boat, whereby the danger of launching

1s materially diminished. -~
The invention further resides

F .

particularly described and claimed. -~
Reference is to be had to the accompany-

- ing drawings forming a part of this specifica-
- tion, in which similar characters of reference
- Indicate corresponding parts in all the views.
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~a like view with the hoo
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appliance applied thereto; Fig. 2 is a-side

- elevation of the operating-lever and adjacent
‘parts on an enlarged scale; Fig. 3 is a face
view of one of the devices for suspending and

releasing the boat, illustrating the hook
members thereof in closed
and Fig. 5 is a fragmentary view of a, pair of
the opposed hook members partly in central

- vertical section. -
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-~ My appliance is applied to any boat which |

18 to be suspended from the davits of a vessel
or raised to other elevated positions, the boat
shown being an ordinary life boat 10, and the
- preferred practical

cal construction of the ap-
pliance including an operating mechanism

consisting of a hand-lever 11 fulerumed to
and traversing a toothed arc 12, the latter
being preferably positioned near the stern of
the boat. The lever 11 is locked in any po-
sition within the limits of the teeth of the
arc, by an ordinary latching mechanism con-

- sisting of a tooth-engaging latch 13 and a
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connecting handle 14, the Ia,t_tler_. being adja-

cent to the lever handle.

At the opposite ends of the boat is |
- placed a suspending and releasing device,.
‘shown in Figs. 3, 4 and 5, and consisting

Figure 1 is a longitudinal sectional view

- through the hull of a life boat, showing my

Eosition; Fig. 4 is
. members open;

SPeclﬁc&tmn ofLettem P'a.t'e:m.:_; |
o Application filed November 22, 1807, - Serial No. 403,257,

in- certain, |
elnafter

l

‘1ts opposite en _ _
operating-lever 11; the rod 23 from the op-

~ Patented Sept. 29, 1908.

" .| or pivots 17, the arms of said members being
‘extended below the pivots where they are
| provided with slots concentric thereto, which
‘are engaged by pins 18 operating to limit

the pivotal movement of the hook members
in each direction. The inner edges or faces

of the hook members 15 are shaped to con-
form to the opposed faces of an operating-
| tongue 19 when the latter is in a retracted
position, as shown in Fig. 3. The tongue,

it will be observed, is concave at the oppo-

site sides, and has V-shaped projections 20 -
at 1ts bottom, diverging outwardly, and
‘adapted to engage corresponding notches 202
formed in the hook members, and force the
latter to a closed and locked position,
| whereby an inclosed opening 21 is produced,
through which may be passed the hook of
the tackle block, as shown in Fig. 1.
| hook members are held against relative lat-
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eral displacement when forced together by

the tongue, by

formed in the other, as shown in Fig. 5.
The tongue 19 is rigid with an operating-

rod or bar 23, connecting therewith inter-

-

mediate the projections 20, and attached at
to one of the arms of the

posite suspending and releasing device being

‘connected to the other arm of the operating-
lever at the opposite side of .the lever's
point of fulerum. The rods 23 pass through
| casings or tubings 24, which conform and

|'are attached to the keel or planking of the
boat and extend to near the lower ends of

the hook members 15, as shown in Figs. 3

and 4. Above these tubes 24 the rods 23

are confined between the.attaching-plates
‘and keepers 25, the latter being secured
by the pivot-pins 17 and at points there-
below to the opposite sides of the attach-
ing[-pla;te. o -

n the opefa,tion of the appliance as the

boat is lowered to the water and launched,
the operating-lever is disengaged from the

| U 2 conlcal projection 22
which extends from the free end of one
of sald members into a counterpart récess ¢
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toothed arc and thrown to one side to

~simultaneously project the tongues of the
releasing and suspending devices, which op-

erate to force the hook members apart, as
shown in Fig. 4, and thereby instanta-
neously free both the bow and stern of the
boat, thus reducing the danger of launch-
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~of two opposed hook members 15, ful-|

mbers ~-| Ing to a minimum.
-crumed to an attaching-plate 16 on the pins

The invention as shown and. described
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annexed.

B

whi:e being the preferred construetion and
application of my improved appliance, the
same may, however, be modified in par-
ticulars without departing from the nature
of the Invention as defined in the claims

Having thus desertbed my invention, I
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent: | ~

1. In a boat-releasing appliance,-two op-
posed pivoted hook members having ex-
tended slotted arms, means engaging the
slots of sald arms for limiting the pivotal
movement of said members, and means in-
dependent of the slots in the armsand their
engaging means for swinging said members
on their pivots.

2. In.a boat-releasing appliance, a tongue
having concave opposite edges and provided
with V-shaped projections extending from
the bottom thercof, and opposed pivoted

“hook members arranged at the opposite

b2
b

30

sides of the tongue, having notches adapted

‘to engage with the projections of the tongue,

sald members conforming to the concave op-
bosite edges of the tongue when said projec-
tions are engaged. |

3. A boat having opposed hook members
arranged at the opposite ends thereof, a ful-
crumed operating-lever carried by the boat,
and tongues movable between said members

- tor foreing them apart and locking them to-
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gether, and having means connecting them
with the operating lever at the opposite sides
ot 1ts fulerum. -

899,042

4. In a.device of the character deseribed,
two oppesed prvoted hook members, and a

tongue movable between said members hav-

ing means rigid therewith for locking the
members together and foreing them apart.

5. In a device of the character deseribed,
a tongue having V-shaped projections ex-
tending from the bottom thereof, and op-
posed pivoted hook members arranged at
the opposite sides of the tongue having
notehes adapted to engage with the projec-
tions of the tongue.

6. A boat having opposed hook members
arranged at the opposite ends “thereof,

tongues movable between sald members for

torcing them apart and locking them to-
gether, a rod rigid with each tongue, and
means for simultaneously shifting the rods
In opposite direc¢tions longitudinallv of the
boat. .

7. In a device of the character described,
two prvoted hook members curved toward
each other at their free ends, one of which is
provided with a projection at its extremity
rigid therewith and adapted to enter a recess
in the free end of the ot{ler member and pre-
vent relative lateral movement between the

mmembers. |

In testimony whereof I have signed my

name to this specification in the presence of
two subscribing witnesses.

CHARLES LOVATT BEVINS.
~ Witnesses:
Max LEevy,
Wwnm. P. SHEFFIELD, JT.
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