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To all whom it may concern:

Be 1t known that I, Leraxp L. Rounbs, a
citizen of the United States, and a resident of
Orange, in the county of Essex and State of
New Jersey, have invented a new and Im-
proved Harness-Buckle, of which the follow-

g 1s a Tull, clear, and exact description.

- The object of the invention is to provide a

new and 1mproved harness buckle, more es-

pecially designed for use on a saddle girth
and arranged to permit a rider to conven-

- lently pull the saddle girth tighter without
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dismounting, and to prevent the buckle from

opening accldentally, thus rendering the
buckle absolutely safe. | |

~The invention consists of novel features
and parts and combinations of the same,
which will be more fully described hereinaf-
ter and then pointed out in the claims.

A practical embodiment of the invention is

represented m the accompanying drawings
forming a part of this specification, in which
similar characters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts in all the views.

Figure 1 is a plan view of the improvement;
Fig. 2 1s a longitudinal section of the same;
and Fig. 3 is a perspective view of the im-
provement as applied.

The back plate or frame A of the buckle is
provided at one end with a slot B and a cross
bar C, to which 1s attached one end of a sad-
dle girth D, the free end D’ of which is
adapted to pass through a slot E and under

-a cross bar ¥ arranged on the other end of

the bed plate A. The free, serrated end G
of a lever G extends into the slot E and en-
gages the under side of the free end D, so as
to press the same against the cross bar F, to
securely clamp the free end D’ in position on
the buckle. The lever G 1s fulerumed at or
near 1ts middle at G* in the sides A’ of the
bed plate A, and the lower end of the lever G
1s pressed on by a spring H engaging recesses
1in the bed plate A and the lever (3, respec-
tively, as plainly indicated in Fig. 2. The

spring H presses the lower end of the lever G |

outward, so as to swing the free end ¢’ of the
lever ( in firm engagement with the free end
D’ of the saddle girth, but when a pull is ex-
erted in an upward direction on the terminal

of the end D’ with a view to draw the saddle

oirth tighter, then the lever (¢ yields to allow

the passage of the end D’ through the slot It

‘release or unbuckle the saddle girth.

and when the pull is released the lever G au-
tomatically clamps the end in place against
the cross bar . Thus the rider can conven-
lently reach down and take hold of the ter-

‘minal of the end D’ and pull upward on the

same with a view to draw the saddle girth

- tighter, without dismounting.

Over the lever G extends a hood I inte-
orally connected with the sides A’ of the bed
plate A, the hood being open at both ends so
as to allow free swinging of the lever under
the hood and at the same time to permit the
user to convenlently reach and press the
lower end of the lever G when it is desired to
A loop
J 18 attached to or formed on the outside of
the hood I for the passage of the terminal of
the end D', as indicated in Figs. 2 and 3.

By the arrangement described the lever G
1s well protected against accidental opening,
and hence the harness buckle 1s rendered ex-
ceedingly safe and reliable. .

Having thus described my invention, I
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent: |

1. A harness buckle, comprising a back
plate arranged for connection at one end with
a harness strap, the other end having a slot
and a cross bar, a spring-pressed lever ful-
crumed and ranging lengthwise of the said
back plate, the said lever having its free end
extending into the said slot for clamping the
free end of the harnessstrap against the said
cross bar, and a hood on the said back plate
and extending over the said lever to protect
the same. - '

2. A harness buckle, comprising a back
plate arranged for conmection at one end
with a harness strap, the other end having a
slot and a cross bar, a spring-pressed lever ful-
crumed and ranging lengthwise of the said
back plate, the said lever having its free end
extending into the said slot for clamping the
free end of the harness strap against the said
cross bar, and a hood on the said back plate
and extending over the said lever to protect
the same, the hood being open at the ends.

3. A harness buckle, comprising a back

plate arranged for connection at one end

with a harness strap, the other end having a
slot and a cross bar, a spring-pressed lever
fulerumed and ranging lengthwise of the said
back plate, the said lever having its {ree end
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extending into the said slot for éfa,mping the In festirﬁdhjf whereof T have nghed- my
free end of the harness strap against the said | name to this specification in the presence of
cross bar, a hood on the sald back plate and | two subscribing witnesses.

extending over the said lever to protect the | LELAND L. ROUNDS.
same, and a loop externally on the said hood Witnesses:
for the passage of the terminal of the harness | THEO. (. HOSTER,

strap. . KVvERARD B. MARsSHALL.
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