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To all whom 4t may concern:

Be 1t known that I, JamMEs BrEwER RiT-
TENHOUSE, a subject of the King of Great
Britain, residing in the city of Toronto,
county of York, Province of Ontario, Can-
ada, have invented certain new and useful
Improvements in Game Boards or Appa-

ratus, of which the following is a specifica-
tiom.

My 1nvention relates to improvements in
game boards or apparatus, particularly in
connection with that class of game in which
the ordinary game of base-ball shall be
closely simulated, and the principal object of
my invention is to construct the run-way
used so that neither the corners nor the bot-
tom or path of the run-way will interfere
with the passage of the balls therethrough
used 1n playing the game, so that when the
balls are batted it will be quite possible for
them to pass through the run-way back to
home base by means of the momentum given
thereto by the batting means, as hereinafter
more particularly ex lained.

Figure 1 1s a plan-view of a gcame-board or
apparatus constructed according to my pre-
terred form of invention. Tig. 2, is a verti-
cal cross-section on the line a—>b, Fig. 1.
Fig. 3 1s a vertical longitudinal central sec-
tion through my game-board showing an
alternative form of construction therefor,
made at right angles to the section shown in
Fig. 2. And Fig. 4isa detail showing a plan-
view of the alternative form of construction
shown in Fig. 3.

In the drawings, like letters of reference
mdicate corresponding parts in each figure.

I can construct my game-board to be used
i the house or for use in a large scale in a
public amusement resort, because in order to

lay the game it is not necessary to manipu-
Ea,te the board. For obvious reasons, it will
be understood that game-boards can not be
constructed of a large size which must be
tilted in different directions in order to ma-
nmpulate the balls used in playing the game.

The bottom or floor of the run-way is flat
or level, and free of all holes or depressions
which would interfere with orimpede the pas-
sage of the balls.

In playmmg this game, seven balls are used
which, when any one or more are lodged in
the bases, count in favor of the player, but
when a ball is stalled midway the bases it
does not count, unless i1t be moved by other

The game-board A preferably though not
essentially, consists of any suitable base 3,
made of any suitable material, but prefer-
ably made of wood, to which is suitagly se-
cured the outer portion 4, and the center
diamond-shaped portion 2. The portions 2
and 4 are separated from each other by a
diamond-shaped space or run-way B, the
bottom or floor of which is formed by the
base 3. As the corners P of the center por-
tion 2 are rounded, and as the corners O of
the portion 4 are curved inward, it will be
understood that the corners of the run-way
B (which is a continuous run-way, that is,
one without any barriers or divisions there-
1n), will therefore be rounded: this construc-
tion 1s essential because the portions are de-
flected by the said rounded corners O so that
1t 1s possible for a home run to be made by
means of this game-board by a ball acting
under the influence of the momentum given
thereto by the batting means hereinafter de-
seribed. '

In my preferred form of invention the
bases or run-ways or pockets or areas herein-
atter described are formed by cutting away
the desired amount of the outer portion 4 and
all open into the run-way B. The base 3 is
hikewise the bottom or floor for the different
areas or run-ways: therefore it will be under-
stood that the floor or bottom of the different
bases or areas or run-ways will be on the
same level as the floor or bottom of the con-
tinuous run-way B.

In playing the game, a ball is placed in the
slight depression C, and is shot in the direc-
tion 1mdicated by arrow by retracting and
suddenly releasing the spring D.  Should the
ball be lodged in the area forming the first
base Ii, the player will count a certain
amount. But should it pass by the first base
and lodge in either of the areas F (which
form second base), the player will count
hgher than if it were lodged in the first base.
Should the ball lodge in the area G forming
the third base, the player will count still
higher. And should the ball pass right along
the whole run-way B and lodge in the area H
forming the home base, the player will count
still hagher. If desired, the first base may
count 10; the second base count 20, the third
base count 30, and the home base count 50.
Should a ball lodge in the run-way B inter-
mediate two bases, this ball will not count.

I is a run-way representing the right field,

balls played by the same player into a base. | and J is a run-way representing the left field:
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should a ball become lodged i in either of these
run-ways, 1t will not count in the player’s
favor. Lach player is supposed to shoot
seven consecutive balls; and therefore 1t will
be understood that should a ball strike one or

more stalled balls and move any one or more
into any of the areas forming the bases, this
play will count in the pla,yer s favor. When

the player has shot his seven balls, he counts
his score and removes his balls from the
board. The next player then plays, and so
on until nine 1nnings have been played.

The spring D, which corresponds to the
bat, 1s suitably secured in place. According
to my preferred form of construction for this
purpose, L press the inner end of the spring D
down 1nto the center portion 2 of the game-
board.

In the alternmative form of my invention
shown in Ifigs. 3 and 4, I show a run-way 5
communicating with an area 6, such area cor-
responding to the pitcher’s base. The ballis
placed 1n the depression 7 (see dotted lines
Fig. 3), and 1s knocked so that 1t will run
down the inclined: bottom 8 of the IUN-way
5. As the ball leaves the run-way 5, the
spring D! 1s operated for the purpose belole
set, forth. .

It will of course be undustood that the
space between the spring D, when the same
1s In 1ts normal position, and the portion of
the wall of the run-way B adjacent thereto,
will be sufficient to allow the {ree passage of

the ball.

If desired, I may omit the run-ways 1

and J.

It will of course be understood that the
run-way B, and the areas or bases openmm*
thereinto, are deep enough to prevent the
escape of balls.

Should a ball lodged in any of the bases be
knocked therefrom by another ball played, 1t
will be understocd that the ball removed
from the base will lessen the playeir’s score,
unless 1t should be knocked into another
base. Asthefloor or bottom of the different
bases or areas 1s on the same level as the floor

or bottom of the run-way B, as before de- |

seribed, it will be understood that it will be
quite possﬂole for a ball to be removed from a
base, as set forth.

What I claim as my nvention is:

1. As a new article of manufacture, a
O'ame—board provided with a base; a dia-
mond—sha,ped center portion pmwded with
rounded corners, associated with said base;
an outer pmtlon surrounding said diamond.-
shaped portion and also associated with sa;Ld
base, and separated ifrom said diamond-
shaped portion by a continuous run-way

which has a flat or level bottom; the said

898,684

outer p01t1011 being provided on its mner
configuration with rounded corners whereby
the balls used in playing the game are de-
flected in their course, and belIlD‘ further pro-
vided with a plur ahty of areas opening into
sald run-way with their floors or bottoms

substantially on a level with the floor or bot-
tom of saild run-way, and forming the first,

second, third, and home bases, and a SpllIlD
secured to the ocame-board so that its free
end may be 1113111pulated in order to drive
the said balls from the home base.

2. As a new article of manufacture, a

~egame-board provided with a base; a dia-

mond- shaped center portion p10v1ded with
rounded corners, assoclated with said base;
an outer pmtmn surrounding said diamond-
shaped portion and also associated with said
base, and separated ifrom said diamond-
slmpe.d portion by a continuous run-way
which has a flat or level bottom; the said
outer portion being provided on its mner con-
ficuration with rounded corners whereby the
balls used in playing the game are deflected
i their course and bemﬂ further provided
with a plurality of arcas opening mto said
run-way with themr floors or bottomssubstan-
t1al ly on a level with the floor or bottom of
sald run-way, and forming the first, second,
third, and home bases, the said outer p01—
tion bemg further pmvnl.ed with two run-
ways communicating with said diamond-
shaped run-way with their floors or bottoms
substantially on a level with the floor or bot-
tom of said run-way, one between the first
and second bases, and the other between the
seccond and third bases, and a spring secured
to the game-board so that its free end may be
nmmpulated 1n order to drive the said balls
from the home base. |

3. As a new article of manufacture, a
game-board provided with a dmmond—shaped
run-way havine a level bottom or floor, the
inner corners of said run- -way being rounded
and the outer corners of said run-way bemo
rounded whereby the balls used 1n playlno

the game are deflected 1m their course; and

'Jemo* further provided with a plumhty of
areas opening 1mto the said run-way with
their floors or bottoms substantially on a
level with the floor or bottom of said run-
way, and forming the first, second, third,

and home bases, and a Spring secured to the

game-hoard so that its free end may bhe ma-
nipulated m order to drive the said balls
from the home base.

JAMES BREWER RITTENHOUSE.

Witnesses:
Wi 5. J ORDAN, _
1P,
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