. LV
77 =7 2%

‘,__l,.ﬁ
raw e :
» IRE

L I Y IIIIIEI!"'II!I{III' — g Ealede

MATL R

| S _ 1 e e . e e e o _—— - — f...,IIiIII"-iL "
' H
—_ e ——— - - - — T — e e e
- 1
6/ =2/ o
-

-

L]
. -
L J
- - IL Ill - . . .*
" wp rl'.ll_..ri.__un.l.llll.li.’...lllI'i.ll.ll.l..l!..l"l'llrt
- -




10

1o

20

29

30

- UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

JAMES SMITH LANIER, OF WEST POINT, GEORGIA.

WAIL RECEIVING AND DELIVERING APPARATUS.

No. 898,4886.

Specification of Letters Patent.

Patented Sept. 15, 1803.

Application filed October 31, 1907. Serial No, 400,220.
‘, U

T'o all whom it may concern.: |
Be it known that 1, JAmes Smrra LaNIER,

L 4 -

8 cttizen ol the United States, residing at |
West Point, in the county of Troup and

State of Georgia, have invented certain new
and uselul Improvements in Mail Receiving
and Delivering Apparatus; and I do hereby
declare the following to be a full, clear, and
exact description of the invention, such as
will enable others skilled in the art to which
1t appertains to make and use the same.
This invention relates to improvements in
mall receiving and delivering apparatus and
more particularly to the type especially
adapted for facilitating the receipt and de-
Livery of mail from and to a container by a
postman without requiring his dismounting.
Among the objects in view is the produec-

tion of a simple and cemunercially practical

device which shall be at the same fiae sus-
ceptible of ready and easy manipulation and
capable of automatically assuming an out of
the way position when not retained by an
operator. |

The mvention comprises certain novel con-
structions, combinations, and arrangement
of parts as will be hereinafter fully described
and claimed. - |

In the accompanying drawing: Figure 1 is

a view in side elevation with the parts illus-

trated in full lines extended and in dotted
lines just after being retracted and before re-
turning to.a lateral position. Fig. 2 is an
edge view thereof showing the parts in full
Imes in the normal at rest position and in

- dotted lines in either of the positions indi-

50

cated in Fig. 1, parts being broken away for
the saving of space. Fig. 3 is a horizontal
sectlon taken on the plane indicated on line
3—3 or ¥ig. 1 and looking downwardly.
Hig. 4 1s a transverse vertical central section
taken through the support for the mail box
detached from the box, the section being

taken approximately on the line indicated by

line4—4 of Fig. 1. Fig. 5 is an inverted plan
view of the upper or swiveled portion of the
parts seen 1o If1g. 4. Fig. 6 is a similar view
of the lower or fixed portion of said parts.
¥ig. 7 is'an enlarged detail transverse section

through the vertical bar of the bracket indi--

cating the guiding cam in the top plan, the
section being taken on the plane indicated by
line 7

+

7 of g, 8. Iig. 8 18 a vertical sec-

| tion taken on the plane indicated by line

8—38 on Ko, 7. |

Referring to the drawing by numerals, 1
indicates a post or other suitable support to
which 1s fixed a bracket plate 2. The lower
ond of the bracket plate 2 is bent first to a
horizontal position into the horizontal por-
tion 3 and then bent to a vertical position
mto the vertical portion 4 parallel to the
main body of the
bent into the horizontal portion 5 parallel to
portion 3. The upper end of the plate 3 is
provided with a horizontal flange or bracket
portion 6, the said flange being formed with a
longitudinal slot 7 having off-set portions 8
at its ends. 1t is to be ocbserved that the off-
set portions 8 are each formed of a relatively
large shoulder 9 on the side of the slot 7 near-
est the post 1 and a relatively small shoulder
10 on the opposite side of the slot. The hori-
zontal portion 5 of the folded portion of the
plate 2 1s formed with an opening 11 and the
horizontal portion 3 is preferably provided
with & depressed point or recess 12. .

A bracket 13 is carried by the plate 2 and
consists preferably of a strap folded into a
triangle Eaving one end holted as at 14’ to
the vertical portion of the triangle above the
lower end of said vertical portion, and be-
tween the horizontal portion 5 and flange 6 of
plate 2, the said vertical portion of the

racket 13 being extended through slot 7 and
aperture 11 _am? having its lower end prefer-
ably beveled off as at 15 and extending into
the recess 12. Of course in assembling or

dismantling the parts it is necessary to re-

move the bolt 14" and spring the inclined arm
of the bracket 13 past the flange 6. |

The upper edge of the strap of the bracket

13 18 disposed in a horizontal plane when the

vertical portion of the bracket is at either

end of the slot 7, as indicated in Fig. 2, so
that said upper edge inclines upwardly in an
outward direction when the vertical portion
of saxd bracket is disposed centrally with re-
spect to tne length of the slot 7. . Thus the
bracket 13 is given the tendency to swing
iaterally to the out of the way position indi-
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plate and the third time
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cated in Kig. 2 whenever the bracket is re- :

feased and free to move. -

A sleeve 14 surrounds the upper strap of
the bracket 13 and is provided withrollers 15,

15 engaging the respective upper and lower
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. to disimmount.

-'ilm*zt_rdly and then releases t

faces of said strap.  The upper portion ol
the sleeve 14 is fixed to a supporting bar 16
which carries the mail receptacle 17 at 1ts
outer end.  Fixed to the outer end of the
bracket 13 1x a sleeve 18 through which the
bar 16 ix passed. A roller 19 is preferably
provided within the sieeve 18 upon which
har 16 rests. Thus it will be seen that the
bar 16 is adapted to have a telescoping move-
ment relative to the bracket 13 for adapting
the receptacle 17 to be moved in and out as

indicated respectively by the dotted and full

lines m gL 1.

The congection for, the receptacle 17 with
the bar 16 consists of a plate 20 riveted or
otherwise suitably fixed to the bar 16 and a
superposed revolubly mounted plate 21 rest-
ine upon the plate 20, The plate 2713 formed
with an annular upstanding flange 22 formed

at its outer-cdee with an outwardly extending.

flanee 23 which latter flange is fixed to the
bottom of the veceptacle 17. The plate 21 15
provided with a centrally dispozed hearing
sleeve 24 which may be suitably secured to
or formed inteeral with the plate 21 and a
similar sleeve 25 projects upwardly from the
plate 20 tirough the sleeve 24, .\ cotter pin
or other suitable securing means 26 is passed
throuch the upper end of the sleeve 25
preventing displacement of the parts. [t
an be thus seen that the box 17 can be freely
rotated at the same time being held against
lateral plav.  Tn order to lock or retaim the
box 17 at any one or a nunmber of positions
[ preferably provide depressions 27,27 in the
slate 20 into which extend projections 28, 28
from the plate 21, Obviously ax many de-
yressions and as many of the projections may
%)e emploved as are preferved, wid obviously

the positionine of the receptacte 17 may by
l ‘ .

utilized lor sipnaling purposes.

In operation the operator sinply grasps
receplucle 17 or any suitably provided han-
dlo, swings the same outwardly and then
draws the same further outward so as to have
easy nceess to the receptacle without having
Alter making the coliection or
delivery the operator moves the receptacle 17
e same where-
upon, owing to the weight ol the parts anid
their inclined position, they swing laterally
to a position parallel to the roadway, andl

“are thus entirely out of the ][mth of travel.

In order to prevent too much vibration or

ateral swinging of the parts after they have.

arrived at the out of the way position I pro-
vide a detent on the vertical portion of the
bracket 13 adapted to engage the shoulders 9

“and 10 at either terminus of the slot 7, and
'{M'ﬂivrublv consists of a plate 287

this detent ‘
which may be of thick material'if desived but
I preferably use comparatively thin material
and therefor provide a llange 29 about the
edee of the plate as a substitute for thickness

of muaterial.  The plate 28" 1s Tormed partly |

for.

808,486

| cireular and then restricted at two points

producing a lateral projection 30, as best seen
in Ifig. 7, Iving within the radius of the cirele
which would be described if the plate 28’
were a complete disk. The material of the
plate 28’ is stamped up from the center leav-
mg an aperture through which the vertical
portion of the bracket 13 extends and the
stamped up portion is preferably riveted or
otherwise suitably secured as in 31 to the
said vertieal portion of the bracket 13. The
plate 28" is positioned at that pomt in the
leneth of said vertical portion which causes
it to occupy a position within the slot 7, so
that when the bracket 13 falls to the n-
clined position indicated in Figs. 2 and 3 pro-
jection 30, which extends outwardly m the
direction of the extension of the bracket 13,
will Tie between the shoulders 9 and 10 and
serve s a-deient for preventing vibration of
the pares. Obviously the particular rela-
tionship of the projection 13 to the radius of
the plate 287 readily enables the projection to
he withdrawn from between ihe shoulders 9
and 10 when the bracket is swung outwardly.

What I elanmis: .

1. In an apparatus of the class described,
the combination, of a fixed bracket plate
having a slotted bracket flange and an um-
perforate lange, a bracket pivotaily engag-
mg the slot of the bracket flange and resting
by weight upon the said imperforate flange,
means for preventing vibration earried by
said Iast mentioned bracket within said slot,
and a receptacle sustained by the last men-
tinned bracket. / |

2. In an apparatus of the class described,
the combination, of a slotted bracket, a
bracket comprising a continuously integral
strip bent into bracket form and havmg a
vertical portion extending through
of the slotted bracket, a guide plate fixed to
saidd vertical portion wifhin said slot and
formed with a detent, shoulders being formed
at the ends of said slot adapted to be cngaged
by said detent, the upper edge of the second

mentioned bracket being const cucted to he

disposed  in outwardly and apwardly M-
clined planes when the said vertieal portion
is positioned centrally of said slot and to be
in horizontal planes when the saud vertical
portion is at either terminus of the slot, and
a receptacle sustained by said second men-
tioned bracket. ' |

3. In an apparatus of the class deseribed,
the combination of a fixed bracket plate
formed with @ slot, a support, a bracket hav-
ing a member extending through said slot
and resting upon said support, the slot being
formed with-shoulders at its end, a guide
plate within the slot fixed to the braeket
meniber which extends through the slot, said
cuide plate being formed with a laterally pro-
jecting detent adapted to engage said shoul-

the slot

G
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der for preventing vibration of the bravket, 130
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the bracket being constructed to have its u E

per_edgs lie in-a horizontal plane when

slot engaging member of the bracket is at one
- terminus of the slot, and & Ieceptacle sup-
g'_'.;:'_'_{-'_g_ﬂ.j_f__.ported by said. bmc'k’et

% 4. In.-an apparatus of the class descmbed
ﬁ'the mmbmatmn of & slotted bracket pla‘te |
- & support, a bracket having & member ex-

tending through the slot of said bracket
plate and resting upon said support, the
‘main portion of sai
such anglll&rlty with respect to the slot en-
oaging member as to be disposed in up-
,W&rdly and outwa,rdly inclined planes when
I5 the slot engaging member is intermediate
“the length of the slot, and a receptacle car-
rled by said bracket.
1};1 an apparatus of the class descr;bed
| fhe combm&tmn of a slotted bracket plate
20 & support, a bracket comprising a strap of

~angular materml. bent into bracket form and

“having oné member extending through the
_- slot o

25 upwardly and outwardly mchned planes
en the slot eng aging member is inter-
medlate the length of ‘the slot, a guiding

-plate fixed to &nd surrounde said sdlcnt en-
ot, and a re-

«gaging member within the
30 Lepta,cle sustained by said bracket.
| 6. In an apparatus ef the class described,
the combination, of a slotted bracket plate
a support, a bracket having a member ex-
tending through said slot and resting upon
35 -said support a relatively thin flanged p%ate
.~ fixed to the slot engaging ‘member and ex-
~ tending within the slot and adapted to guide

the sald member in its movement within the
- slot, and a receptacle sustained by said sec-

40 ond mentioned bracket.

7. In an apparatus of:the class desembed
the combination of a slotted bracket plate, a
suppmt a bracket having a member extend-
“ing throu%h said slo résting upon said sup-

45 port, & relatively thin plate having an inter-
medla,te portion’ stanmiped out and fixed to
-gaid slot engaging member, said slot engag-
“ng metnber extending through the opening
p,roduced by the stamped out por tion, a,nd

bracket extendmg at

~said bracket platg, the second men-
“tioned bracket bemg dis osed to extend in

-—ﬂ'

1

therewith, and a receptacle carried by the-
'second mentioned plate. |

‘the said pla,te bemﬂ' dlsposed Wlthm the slot 50

{"for guiding said slot en%a,gmg member in 1{s

movement within the slot, and a re(,eptade‘ |
susmmed by said bracket.

‘8. In an apparatus of the class descrlbe,d N
the combinafion; with a support;, of a brachet 55
pivotally carried thereby and disposed at
such angularity thereto as to extend in out-
Wardly upwardly inclined planes when pro-"
jecting outwardly from said support, and a
receptacle slidingly carried by said bracket.

9. In an apparatus of the class described,
the combination, with a support, of a bmoket o

pivotally sustained thereby and having its
upper member spaced irom the remaining

60

‘portions of the bracket, a;sleeve carried at 65

the outer end of the bmcket a sleeve mov-
ably engaging the upper mémber of the
bracket, a bar fixed to said movable sleeve
and movably extending through the first -
mentioned sleeve, and a recept&cle carried 70
by said bar. '
10. In an appm*&tus of the class described,
the combination, with a bar, of a plate fixed

thereto and havm{r an upstandmg cyin-

drical portion, a second mentioned plate rotax 75
tably mounted on the first plate and formed
with an upstanding sleeve surrounding the

cylindrical portion of the. first mentioned

plate, and a receptacle sustamed by the sec-
ond mentioned plate. 80
11. In an apparstus of the class deqcmbed
the combination -with a supporting bar, &
plate fixed thereto having an u )standmg'
cylindrical portion, a plate rotat&b]lymount-_ |
ed upon the first mentioned. plate and hav- 85
ing ‘an upstanding sleeve surrounding said
cylindrical portion, retaining means extend-

‘ing through said sleeve for preventing dis-

placement of the sleeve, a plate connected
90

In testimony whereof I affix my 31gn&tme
in presence of two witnegsses.

J AWI}LS S’\H‘TH LANIER

WthneSbes | o
Jorn L. ELETCHLR
EDGAR M. KITCHIN
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