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To all whom 1t may concern.:

Be it known that I, Grorere F. RicE, a
citizen of the United States, residing at
Holliston, county of wsf[lddlese‘x and State of
Massa chusetts have mvented an Improve-
ment in Holdback or Breeching Straps, of
which the following descrlptlon N connec-
tion with the accompanying drawing, is a
specification, like letters on the drawing
representing like parts.

This invention relates to harnesses and
especlally to the breeching strap or hold-back
strap therefor. As harnesses are com: nonly
made these hold-back or breeching straps are
looped through the ring carried by the breech-
ing of the harness and have secured to one

- end thereof a buckle, said strap being looped
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about the shaft or shaft fastening and the
end thereof being buckled to said buckle.
With such a construction the entire strain
on the strap comes on the buckle, and after
a short time the straps are apt to crack
across where the holes for the tongue of the
buckle are, thus rendering the stmp unsafe
for use.

I have devised an improved hold-back or
breeching strap which 1s so constructed that
the buckle is subjected to comparatively lit-
tle strain, and therefore the danger of the
strap brea. king at the point where the buckle
1s 18 greatly reduced.

Referrmg to the drawings, wherein I have
shown one  embodiment of my invention,
Figure 1 1s a view of a harnessed horse show—
ing the harness as equipped with my im-
proved breeching strap; Fig. 21is an enlarﬂ'ed
front view of the breechme strap; Fig. 3 is
an edge view thereof.

The harness herein illustrated is provided
with the usual breeching 3 which carries the
usual ring 4 to which the hold-baclk or breech-
ing strap is secured. A breeching strap em-
bodymﬂ my invention has one end thereof
secured to the ring 4, and m the preferred
embodiment of my mmvention the breeching
strap will be permanently secured to the
ring by having the end of the strap looped
thrmwh the ring and doubled back on itself
and sewed to the body of the strap, as at 5
Kig. 3. My 1111proved breeching strap has
also secured thereto a buckle 6, sa,ld buckle |

1

being preferably sewed to the outer side of
the breeching strap in such a manner that the
tongue'7 thereof is directed toward the ring 4.
The other end of the breeching strap is free
and 1s provided with the usual holes 8 for
receiving the tongue of the buckle.

In using my 1111])I’()V6d breeching strap the
strap 1s doubled on itself and either looped
about the shaft 10 or passed through the
usual holder 9 secured to the shaft and then

said strap is passed through the ring 4, as at
11, and the end 12 ther eof is buchled to the
buckle 6. Where the breeching 1s thus con-
structed and 1s applied as shown in the draw-
ings, the strain thereon comes directly on the
ring 4 and the stram which comes on the
buckle 6 1s very small. The entire strain to
which the hold backissubjectedis distributed
between the two sides 13 and 14 thereof, and
oniy a small part of the strain to which the
side 13 1s subjected is received by the buckle
6 owing to the manner m which the end of
the 5trap is passed through thering4. There
18, therefore, very little da,nﬂ er that the strap
will break at any one of the holes 8 because
even 1t after considerable use the strap be-
comes cracked at this pomt the stran to
which it is subjected will not be suflicient to
cause the strap to break.

I desired the breeching strap may be pro-
vided with the sliding loop 15 which may be
used for holding the end 12 of the strap from
lapping.

It 1s not essential to my invention that the

buckle should be secured to the body of the

strap m: the manner herein shown, it only be-
ing necessary that the buckle should be car-
ried by the strap between the pomt where it

is secured to the ring 4 and the point where it

loops about the shaft 10 or holder 9. My -
vention may also be embodied m pole-straps
or guy-straps, such as are used in a double
harness, such pole—str&ps or guy-straps being
in fact hold-backs. -

Having fully deseribed my invention, what
I claim as new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent 18—

In a harness, the combination with a
breeching havi 110' a breeching ring, of a
":)reechmﬂ strap secured at one end to said

| TIng and having a buckle secured to said
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breeching strap on its outer side with the | In testimony whereof, 1 have signed my
tongue thereof directed toward the breeching | name to this specification, mn the presence of
ring, said breeching strap being doubled on | two subscribing witnesses.

itself to form a loop to engage the shaft or GEORGE I. RICE.
5 holder and the end of said strap being passed | Witnesses:
through the breeching ring and secured to the Lours C. OMITH,

buckle. “ BerTtoa F. HuUuseR.
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