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To all whom 1t may concern.

Be it known that we, DARrRAGH DE LANCEY
and JoundJ. BucuanaN, citizens of the United
States, residing at Waterbury, in the county

5 of New Haven and State of Connecticut,
have invented a new and useful Improve-
ment in Garment-Supporter Clasps; and we
do hereby declare the following, when taken

in connection with the accompanying draw- |
i struction the fingers 10 will perform the two-

10 Ings, and the letters of reference marked
thereon, to be a full, clear, and exact descrip-
tion of the same, and which said drawings
constitute part of this specification, and rep-
resent, In—

. Figure 1 a view partly in side elevation
and partly in vertical section of our improved
garment-supporter clasp shown with 1ts op-
erating-lever in its open position. Iig. 2 a
plan view of the clasp shown as closed. Fig.
20 3 a view of the clasp in vertical longitudinal

section, shown as closed. Ifig. 4 a detached
view 1n inside elevation of the inner jaw.
Fig. 5 a detached view of the spring. [ig. 6

a detached view of the outer jaw. Ifig. 7 a

95 broken view showing a modified construction
- for securing the rubber disk of the mmner jaw
and the lower end of the spring in place.
Fig. 8 a broken sectional view showing a

- modified construction for connecting the up-

30 per end of the spring with the upper end ot
the outer jaw. Fig. 9 a detached view 1n end
elevation of the operating lever.
Our invention relates to an 1mprovement
in garment-supporter clasps, the object being
35 to provide a simple, convenient and eflective
clasp adapted to hold fabrics of varying
thicﬁness without tearing them. °
With these ends in view our invention con-
sists in a garment-supporter clasp having cer-
40 tain details of construction and combinations
of parts as will be heremaiter described and
pointed out in the claims.
In carrying out our invention as herein
shown, we employ a flat sheet metal, leat-hke
45 spring 2 conforming in contour to the inner
jaw 3 but made small enough to fit within the
same, the spring having at its lower end a
circular terminal 4 joined by a tapered por-
- tion 5 to the main body of the spring the
50 sides of which are parallel. This spring is
secured in place as shown by an eyelet 6 em-
ployed to secure the rubber disk 7 of the 1n-
ner jaw in place, the circular terminal 4 of
the spring being formed with a concentric

15

55 hole 8 for the reception of the eyelet 6. As

" an additional means of securing the spring in

place, the inner jaw 3 1s formed with two 1n-
tegral fingers 9 which are turned inward from

the edges of the jaw over the tapered portion
5 of the spring.

If. preferred, the eyelet 6
may be dispensed with and the disk 7 held 1n
place by means of fingers 10 formed 1ntegral
with the inner jaw and turned over the edges
of the disk as shown in Fig. 8. In this con-

fold office of holding the disk 7 and the spring
in place. At its upper end the spring is con-

nected with the pivotal outer jaw 11 by

means of a finger 12 forming an extension of

the upper end of the outer jaw and turned 7

inward over the extreme upper end of the
spring as clearly shown in Fig. 3. I pre-
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ferred, however, this mode might be reversed

by having the upper end of the spring ex-
tended to form a finger 13 which 1n that case
would be bent over the upper end of the
outer jaw 11, as shown in Fig. 6. The said
outer jaw is formed with trunnions 14 which
rest in notches 15 formed 1n side flanges 16
turned forward at a right angle from the sides
of the inner jaw 3. 'T'he said outer jaw 11 1s
operated against the tension of the spring 2
by means of a lever having a long arm 17
forming the finger-piece, and a short arm 18
the edge of which coacts directly with the
outer face of the upper jaw, the lever being
formed with trunnions 19 passing through
bearing holes 20 formed to recelve them 1n
ears 21 rising from the side flanges 16 of the
Inner jaw. -

To stiffen the outer jaw 1t 1s formed, as
shown in Fig. 6, with longitudinal ribs 22 for
the clearance of which the arm 18 of the op-
erating lever is formed with notches 23.
The outer jaw 11 1s provided with a rubber
disk 24 secured in place as shown by a rivet
25, the disk 24 corresponding to the disk.7
and the rivet 25 to the rivet 6. At its upper
end the inner jaw is formed with an integral
clip-like extension 26 for the reception of the
ends 27 of the cord by means of which the
clasp 1s suspended. '

It will be understood that by virtue of the
construction shown and described, the spring
2 will exert a constant effort to throw the
outer jaw into its open position from which 1t
is forced into its closed position against the
tension of the spring by swinging the lever
into its elevated position in which the short
arm 18 of the lever engages with the outer
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face of the outer jaw as shown in Fig. 3. A

“clearance opening 28 in the upper portion of

~ the inner jaw receives the finger 12 of the

B permitting a wider opening of the jaws of the |

10

15

outer jaw 11 when the clasp 1s open, as
shown in Fig. 1, whereby the movement of
the outer jaw is increased with the eflect of

clasp than would take place without the said
clearance opening. Our improved construc-
tion permits the use of a flat spring nearly as
long as the clasp and flexed nearly through-
out 1ts entire length, giving 1t an even tension
throughout its entire range. Our 1mproved
construction, moreover, provides for con-
cealing and protecting the spring, thus add-
ing to the appearance of the device and re-

ducing the liability of 1ts derangement.

20

We claim:—
1. In a garment-supporter clasp, the com-
bination with the inner jaw thereof, of an
outer jaw mounted on the inner jaw, an oper-

- ating lever pivotally mounted in the mner

29

jaw in position to coact with the outer face
of the outer jaw, and a spring located within
the inner jaw and having its lower end se-
cured thereto and its upper end attached to

the upper end of the outer jaw.

2. In a garment-supporter clasp, the com-
bination with the inner jaw thereof, of an
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outer jaw mounted on the inner jaw, an op-

erating lever pivotally mounted 1n the inner
jaw in position to engage with the outer face
of the outer jaw, a leaf-like sheet-metal
spring placed within the inner jaw and hav-
ing its upper end connected with the upper
end of the outer jaw, and a rubber disk lo-
cated at the lower end of the inner jaw over
the fixed lower end of the spring. -

30
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3. In a garment-supporter clasp, the com- |

bination with an inner jaw formed in 1ts
upper portion with a clearance opening, of
an outer jaw mounted on the said 1nner jaw,
an operating lever pivotally mounted in the
inner jaw in position to coact with the outer
face of the outer jaw, and a spring located
within the inner jaw and having its lower end
secured thereto and its upper end attached
to the upper end of the outer jaw the move-
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ment of which i1s increased by the said clear-

ance opening.

In testimony whereof, we have signed this
specification in the presence of two subscrib-
Ing witnesses. -
DARRAGH DE LANCEY.
JOHN J. BUCHANAN.
Witnesses: - -.
MaBrL K. BENTLEY,

Wu. F. Avery.
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