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- gists of the novel construction and the com-
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TRAVIS W. KENDALL, OF MOPEWELL, &

ENTUCKY.

CTOLDING EGG-URATE.

No. 897,108.

o Specification ot l.etiers Patent.
Application filed Qctober 1, 1807, Serial Mo. 395,407,

Patented Aug. 35, 1608.

Lo all whom it may concern: .

" Beit known that I, TRavis W. KaNpaLy, a
citizen of the United States, residing at
Hopewell, in the county of Greenup and

State of Xentucky, have invented certain
‘new and useful Improvements in Foiding
HEeoe-Crates, of which the following is a speci-

fication, reference being had to the accom-

~ panying drawings. -
10 '

My invention relates to improvements in
folding crates for eggs and the like and it con-

bination and: arrangement of parts herein-

_after described and claimed.
ib
folding crate which has all of its parfs
hingedly connected so that they may |
.quickly and easily opened up and secured

together to render the crate ready for use and

One obiect of the invention is to provide &

as readily unfastened and folded together to
occupy but little space and thus facilitate
storage and transportation.

 Another object of the invention is to pro-
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~ are so constructed that they may be folded

vide a folding egg crate in which the fillers.or
spacing and cushioning devices for the eggs

,

" . within the crate when the latter is folded or

80

collapsed, thus dispemsing with the necessity

~ of removing the fillers from the crate and

folding them separately.
The above and other objects, which will
appear as the nature of the mvention is bet-

- ter understood, are attained i the constiuc-
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tion illustrated in the accompanying draw-

ings, in which | |
Figure 1 is a perspective view oi an egg
crate constructed in accorddance with my in-

vention, the same being set up for vae; Figs.
2 and 3 are respectively longitiicinal and

transverse sectional views through the same,
the Hd or cover being shown closed ; ¥ig. 4 1s

‘8 view of the crate in its folded position; Kig.

5 is arperspective view of one of the filler sec-
tions; and Figs. 6, 7 and 8 are views of the
strips from which the filler sections are made.

My improved crate, box or the like con-
sists of two sides 1, 2 pivotally connected by

strap hinges 3 or equivalent devices to two
- ends 4, 5, and top and bottom members 6, 7

which are connected by similar hinges 8 to
the edges of the sides 1, 2.

sides so that the top 6 can fold

DO,

The hinges 8 are |
‘arranged upon the opposite- longitudinal
“edges of sald _
down against the outer face of the side 1 o |

up.against the outer face of the side 2 which

carries it. The hinges 3 which connect the

sides and ends are so arranged that said parts
may fold together as shown in Fig. 4. 1f de~
sired I may also employ a transverse center
parh or partition 9 which is hinged at one end
as at 10 to one of the sides so that it can fold
parallel with the ends when the body of the
crate is folded or collapsed.

For thé purpose of maintaining the body

of the crate In 1ts opened position and secur-

ing the top and bottom to the sides and ends

ED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

| which it is hinged and the bottom 7 can fold 55

80
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I preferably provide in each of said ends.

catches 11 adapted to engage keepers 12

gpon the top and bottom members. 1 also
nrovide upon the center of the free longitudi-

70

nal edge of each of the latter hasps 13 which -

lave their hinged parts slotted.to receive
keeper hooks 14 pivoted upen plates 15 which
are secured upon the sides as more clearly
shown i Kigs. 1

folded position as will be seen upon reference

to Fig. 4 in which the slotted hinged mem-

bers of the hasps are engaged with keeper
) Lt

secured to the top and bottom members ad-

jacent to their corners. B o
When the crate is to be used for shipping

egos or the like I arrange within its body on

opposite sides of its central partition 9 a plu-

rality of superposed filler sections which

serve to space the eggs apart and to cushion
them. These filler sections or devices are so
constructed that they need not be removed
from the crate when 1t is folded or collapsed

but will fold with the same, and they are also

so eonstructed as to dispense with the neces-
sity of separate spacing sheets which are

‘usually interposed between the superposed

filler sections. The construction of the lat-

ter is clearly shown in Figs. 5, 6, 7 and 8 of

the drawings, upon reference. to which it will
be secn that each comprises a plurality of

parallel strips 18 formed in their bottom
edges with vertical slots 19 having angular

lower ends 20, and a plurality of parallel
strips 21 which are adapted to intersect the

strips 18 at right angles and which are formed
‘in their upper edges with slots 22 and in their

19

and 3 of the drawings.
‘These hasps 13 serve the further purpose of’
securing all of the parts of the crate 1n their

30

‘hooks 16 pivoied upon plates 17 which are .
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lower edges with slots 23, the latter being ar-

‘ranged in vertical alinement with the slots 22 -



~ strips 18.

c

16

15

.

so as to provide necks 24 which enter the | Having thus described my invention what |

straight upper portions of the slots 19 of the
The strips 21 are broader than the
strips 18 and the slots 23 are comparatively
long so that they form upon the bottom
edges of said strips 21 a plurality of tongues
25 which are adapted to be bent substan-
tially at right angles to the body portions
of said strips 21 and to form bottoms for
the ege receiving pockets or compartments
formed between the parallel mtersecting

strips 18 and 21 as will be understood upon

reference to Figs. 2 and 5.
By constructing the strips 21 with the bot-
tom tongues or flaps 25 it will beseen that the

~ necessity for separate spacing sheets between

30

the superposed filler sections will be obviated
and thaet when a filler section is placed 1n
position the tongues or flaps 25 will assume a
horizontal position and rest upon the eggs in
the section immediately below and thus
space the eggs apart. Since the number of
rows of egg compartments formed by the
parallel strips 18 will be one less than the

number of said strips one of the endmost
ones of the latter has the tongues or flaps 25
omitted from its bottom -edge.

This end
strip is denoted by the numeral 26 and 1s
shown in Fig. 8. When the filler sections

fold the tongues or flaps 25 swing downwardly

hence the lowermost section or sections in the

~ crate must be without said tongues or Haps

40
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otherwise the latter would project beyond
the bottom edges of the sides and ends of the
crate when folded and be torn and injured
in transportation. 1 therefore omit said
tongues or flaps 25 from the lowermost fiiter
section or sections and in order to cushion
the eges In said sections I provide upon the
upper or inner face of the bottom 7 cushion-
ing sheets 27 which may be tacked or other-
wise suitably secured. Similar cushioning
sheets 28 are placed upon the under or mnmner
face of the top 6 so as to protect the eggs
the uppermost filler section or sections in the

- erate.
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Tt will be understood that the different

members of the crate may be of any suitable

form and construction and that the strips of
the filler sections and the sheets 27, 28 may
be made of card board or any other suitable

sheet material that will serve to cushion and

protect the eggs. _ _
By constructing the filler sections as above
described it will be seen that they may be

simultaneously folded within the crate when

the latter is folded and may be returned to |

- the shipper in a practically perfect condition.
- QOwing to the construction of the crate 1t may

60

be quickly and easily set up for use in which
condition: it will be strong and durable, and

as readily collapsed or folded for transporta- - _
G 0L 1010 | | formed with the_ slots 22, and the slots

tion or storage.

807,108

I claim 1s: _ - |
1. In a folding egg crate, the combination
with a body foldable in the direction of its

length, of a plurality of filler sections super-

posed within the body and foldable sumul-
taneously therewith, certain of said filier sec-
tions having bottom portions adapted to fold

70

downwardly into the filler sections benedth .

them, substantially as set forth. |

2. A folding egg crate comprising sides
and ends hingedly connected at their meet-
ing edges to permit the crate to fold 1 the
direction of its length to fold together, top
and bottom members hinged to diagonally
opposite edges of said sides so as to fold
against their outer faces, a plurality of super-
posed filler sections arranged within the crate
and foldable simultaneously with the same,
said filler sections being composed of mter-

80

secting strips notched to interlock and adapt-

ed to provide egg compartments, certain of
said strips being formed upon their bottom
edges with foldable flaps or tongues to form
bottoms for the compartments and to sepa-~
rate the eges in the superposed sections, the
lowermost section being without said Hlaps or
tongues and the latter npon each of the other

sections being adapted to drop into the com~

partments of the section immediately below
when the sections are folded, a cushionmng
sheet fixed upon the inner-face of the bottom
member to cushion the eggs in the lowermost
section, a cushioning sheet fixed upon the -
ner face of the top member to cushion the
egos in the uppermost section, and fastening
devices for securing the sides; ends and’/top

and bottom members of the crate in their

open and folded positions, substantially as
set forth. _ B '

3. In a folding egg crate, the combination
with a body having sides and ends hingedly
connected to fold together, of a plurality of
foldable filler sections arranged in superposed
relation in the body and each consisting of
notched intersecting strips adapted to form

egg compartments, certain of said strips be-
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ing formed upon their bottom edges with

tongues or flaps which are adapted to form
bottoms for the egg compartments, said
tongues or flaps being of slightly less width
than said compartments whereby they may
drop into the compartments of the section
immediately beneath the one which carries

them when the body and filler sections are

folded, substantially as set forth.

4. A foldable filler section for an egg crate,
comprising the strip 26 and the two sets of
parallel strips 18, 21 arranged to intersect
and form ege compartments, the strips 18
being formed with the slots 19 having the
angular lower ends 20, the strips 21 being

115

120

125



it

867,

108 8

93 arranged in alinement with each other | to form bottoms for the egg compartments,

to provide the necks 24 and the tongues 29,
the slots 22 being adapted to receive the
upper portion of the strips 18 and the necks
24 being adapted to enter the slots 19 and to
be retained therein by the angular lower ends
20 of the latter, the toncues 25 being adapted

to be bent at right angles to the necks 24 and |

substantially as shown and described. 10
In testimony whereof I hereunto afiix my
sionature in the presence of two witnesses.
TRAVIS W. KENDALL.
Witnesses:
CaesTER A. BENNETT,
Georer A. CORUM.
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