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shank, ‘said

usuaily by placing between the forward end
“6f the beel and the rear end of the tap or cor-

responding pertion of the soie, a stiff plece of
spring steel, wood, or other stilfenine ma-
terial interposed between the sole and inner-
sole. 1 have discovercd that 2 muaeh more
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Gosaitsiactory and comiortable shoe can be

~made by providing, Insiead of this kind of &
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sibi shlener which I have just explained, a
projecling rigia support above the heel whieh
termuinates as, an unvieldine abutment or
brace b sbout the middle of the length of the
siuank, thereby Isaving the entire forward
portion of the shank frecly floxible. Ac-

P ¥

cordingly, I have provided o stiffening piece
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Cnterposed betwaen the heel and the inner-
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sele extending rigidlv forward like a canta-
tdle of the arch or shank,
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where 3o terminates shruntly, the entire PYo-
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1eeiion BT Y .a.ﬂidll}.g; ben 2 1ormed at its

rear end o correspund fo the shape of tho
heel of the foot, so that it is anchored and
liedd rigidly by the heel, and having a strong
stilf, thin end projecting, with a slightly
downward curve at its end, forward from the
normal breast, line of the heel, to the middle
of the shank, for preventing the arch of the
fool frem breaking down, or {or restoring it
50 supporting it if broken down.
ward porbion of the shank of the shoe be-
vond the end of my cantaliver-like stiffener
5 st perfectly free to bend ap and down and
coniorm to the requirements of the foot.
My invention is a support, but not s stiff-
oner, as cornmnonty understood, as it aims to
wwave the shoe more flexible than before.
Hy reassen of this invention the ordinary
low shoe or OQxford is adapied to general use.
At present many people cannot wesr Oxfords
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because of the lack of support at the counter.

£s commonly comnstructed, the counter or
heel portion of the VSIP O upper is sus-
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terned only by the conneciing portion of the | info the

The for-

I upper which extends forward to the forepart

of the shoe, and hence, unless the shoe is a
tight fit about the heel of the foot, there is
apt to be more or less looseness and a notice-
able lack of support to the foot, especially the

ankle. By reason of my invention, however,

the heel-enveloping portion of the uvper is
held up against the heel of the foot firmly and
with considerable supporting: resistance,
thereby sustaining the heel by the shank, but
leaving the forward part entirely flexible.

~ One advantage of my invention is.that it
leaves the nerve center of the foot easy and
lfiexible, it being well understood that the
nerve center of the foot is just at the forward
end of the arch back of the ball of the foot.
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In practice, I have found thet, on this se- -

count, the shoe does not produce the fatigue
commonly experienced, and is exceedingly
comfortable. = - - '

In the drawings, in which I have illus-

trated my mvention, Figure 1 is a side eleva-
tion of my improved shoe, & portion being
broken out to show the internal constiuvetion

which constitutes my invention; Fig. 2 i5.a

i3

view of the blank froin which the shanlk--.

stiffener or heel support is formed ; Fig. 3 is a
stde elevation of the shank stiffener; and

Wigs. 4 and 5 are sectional views taken on the
lines 4—4, 5—5, Fig. §; and Fig. 6 is a sec-
tional view through the lower part of the

shipe on the line 6—6, Fig. 1. -
. 4t will be understood that the shoe 1 may

be of any usual or preferred construction,

incluaing a welt 2 extending upwardly in
proper arched shape at the shank 3 and an
innsrsole or lining 4, heel 5, counter potrtion
or heel end 8 of ":jie ‘ _

or foot portion 7 of the vamp. I first take
& blanl 8, preferably shaped as shown in Fig.
2, baving Y-shaped noiches 2 adjacent ifs
opposite ends. This blank is formed pref-
erably of compsratively heavy sheet steel or
other suitabls strongly resistive material. I

10, and curve the rear portion downwerdly at
11 and upwardly therefrom in both directions

“1or about two thirds of its length, as shown .
8t 12, and downwardly at its front end 13,

pending the cgrners of the blank upwardly
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upper, and forward part
805

100
bend the edges inwardly along the dotted lines -

105

bo constitute pricks or prongs 14 for engeg- -

g the 1eaﬂ'__§_§ér and automatically holding’
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the shank against iim%r posstble §hifting move-~

ment. . The upwardly bent edges constitute

116

SUpp ortin% flanges 15 which practically meérge

plante of the body 16 of the stiffener )



thicken from the ends toward the middle, as
ciearly shown in Fig, 3, so as to wmake the
stittensy entively rvigid and unyielding. - This
trough~-shaped fovinaticn iz filled with a
piede of
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lesther or other Sller 17 and sup-
S oppwsite suies by similar filer
| manenily holds the shos in ex-
actly the posificn required. .

1t will be undersicod that the curvature
of the stiffeney will vary with the style of
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shoe and the requivements of the wearer.
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mately haif

'This construction constitutes an invisible
bracket or strut for the heel, which is suffi-

. ciently narrow (o occupy the longitudinal

middie of the shank and heel without inter-
terIng N any way with the transverse curva-

ture of the shenk and the requirements neces- |

sary in order 0 zive a desirable finish and

grace 1o the shoe as an article of manufacture,
‘and yet being sufficiently strong and having

L

the right downward curvsture at its forwar
ond to codperate with the shank in support-
g the heel portion of an Oxford or low-cub
shoe, sald short forwardly-extending part of
the stiffener terminating  in all 1nstances
sbout midway of the length of the shank,
t. ¢., back of the nerve center to which T have
referrad. ' |

- . : ' AN ap-
Having described my invention, what. I | proximately parallel-sided blank, said Stlh-.

cipiim as new gnd desire 1o secure by Letters
Patent is, I .
i. A shoe, comprising an upper, sole, heel

‘and msole, and having an unyielding stifener

interposed enove the heel between the insole
and sole, said stiffenser terminating in an
unvieiding forward end midway of the length
of the shank and having its unyielding reax
endd terminating near the rear of the heel, the
rear portion of said unyielding stiffener being
curved from near the middie 6f the stiffener
cownwardly toward the rear end for a short
idistance and thenge curved upwardly the re-
maining digtance o sald rear end to conform
to the heel of the foot, and the forward un-
yieiding  portien of sald stiffener being
curved from the near middle of the stiffener
upwardly toward the front end for approxi-
- the distance to said front end

and thenee downwardly the remainder of the
distance to said front end to {it the shank.
2. A shoe, comprising an upper, sole, heel
and jnsole, and having a rigid stiffener inter-

posed between the msole and sole and ex-
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ab its opposite ends and gradually widen or | tending above the heel, said stiffener ter-

minatinig 1In an unyielding forward end mid-
say of the length of the shank of the shoe,
and terminating in an unyielding reer end
near the rear o? the heel, to provide an un-

yielding bracing abutment within the shark

Em%mtmg from and supfported rigidly at the
eel, the rear portion of said stiffener being
curved downwardly from the normal breast
line of the heel rearwardly and thence up-
wardly to its extreme end to conform to the
heel of the foot, and the forward portion of
said stiffener from said breast line having a

permanent unyieldingt ﬁur{l_e nﬁ;)rres ﬂng}ng, -
e shank, and having -

to the normal curve o |
at 1ts opposite ends integral retaining means

for preventing shifting of position.

+*

. 3. A shank stiffener, having its bc ,
tion unyielding in any direction and reversely

curved toward its opposite ends, said stiffener

being provided with opposite side flanges

: shallow at their opposite ends and gradually

increasing in vertical width intermediate
said ends, rendering the stiffener: lengthwise

body por-
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unyielding, said stiffener being provided with - -

retaining prongs sxranged to extend into the

adjacent layer of leather for preventing longi-

tudinal movement, -~ -
4, A shank stiffener formed from an .

ener being curved from one end down-
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wardly and thence upwardly to a uniform

concavo-convex shape  for apprbximatelg

two thirds of the length of-the stiffener frofh

said end, the
being curved in a reverse direction to a simi-

Inr but shorter “‘concave-convex shape, one
'end of the stiffener curvi
the other end of the stiffener curvin%' ui)-

ually

wardly, said stiffener becoming grac .
narrower widthwise toward its middle por-
tion, and having opposite side flanges ex-
tending from end to end of -the stiffener,
shallow at their opposite ends and gradually
increasing in vertical width intermediate

said ends, rendering the stiffencr unyielding.

" In testimony whereof, I have signed my
name to this specification, in the presence of
two subscribing witnesses.

WILLIAM THOMPSCH
~ Witnesses: - |
M. Jd. Searping,

Gro. . M AXWELL,
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downwardly and

remaining third of said stiffener
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