No. 896,890. ' ' ~ PATENTED AUG. 25, 1908.
. E. C. BURNETTE. -
MAIL BAG CATCHER AND- DELIVERER

APPLICATIOXN FILED DEGC, 8, 1907,

dnventor

oy r Z Zz;z?/m,z é’ B zx/f/zciie
7 ai A %4%24 %, %@5& i 5%

%—7% | atiﬁntnaq |

\THE NORRIS PETERS C0., WASHINGTON, O, €.



10

15

20

20

30

39

40

40

o0

55

UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

ELIPHAZ C. BURNETTE, OF PARSONS, KANSAS.

MAIL-BAG CATCHER AND DELIVERER.

No. 896,890.

Specification of Letters Patent.

Patented Aug. 25, 1908.

Application filed December 6, 1907. Serial No. 405,459.

To all whom 1t may concern:
Be 1t known that I, ELipaaz C. BURNETTE,

“a citizen of the United States of America, re-

siding at Parsons, in the county of Labette
and State of Kansas, have invented new and
useful Improvements in Mail-Bag Catchers
and Deliverers, of which the following 1s a
specification. . . ' '

This invention relates to mail bag catchers
and deliverers, and one of the principal ob-
jects of the same is to provide a simple and
reliable device to be pivoted to a car door for
catching a bag suspénded from a crane at the
side of the track, said device also holding a
bag in position to be delivered simultaneously
with the catching of the other bag.

Another object of the invention 1s to pro-
vide a foldable wire netting to catch the de-
livered bag. .

These and other objects maybe attained by
means of the constructionillustratedinthe ac-
companying drawing which 1s a perspective
view of amail bag catcher and deliverer made
in accorcdance with my invention. | o

Referring to the drawing for a more spe-
cific description of my invention, the nu-
meral 1 designates a mail car provided with
a door frame 2. Pivotally connected at op-
posite sides of the door frame in sutable

keepers 3 is my mail bag catcher comprising

rounded rods 4 and 5 pivoted in the keepers

3, and formed integral with the rod 4 1s a
handle 6 for operating the device. Iixtend-
ing in line with the handle 6 1s an arm 7
which is bent at right angles, as at 8, and
which terminates in an outwardly curved
catching member 9. Connected to the mem-
ber 9 is an integral rod 10 which extends to
the portion 5 pivoted .in one of the keepers
3. The movable catching member 11 1is
curved outwardly, as at 12, and provided
with a flattened portion 13 which 1s pivoted
at 14 in an opening in the arm 8. The mov-

able member extends from the opening to |
to hold a mail bag 1n position for delivery,

form a spring holding arm 15 provided with
a lug 16 which is held into engagement with
a projection 17 on the arm 8 by means of a
spring 18 secured to the holding device and
tosaid arm 8. Themail bagto be deliveredis
held between the lug 16 and the projection 17.

The outgoing mail bag 19 is suspended
from a crane 20 supported upon a post 21
and provided with a hinged member 22.

The wire net for receiving the incoming
mail bag 23 consists of a wire frame 24 hav-

ing a wire cloth netting secured thereto, |

said frame being rtigidly connected to the
post 21 by means of suitable keepers 25.
Hinged to the ends of the wire frame 24 1s a
movable wire netting frame 26, said wire
frame adapted to be turned out, as shown in
the drawing and limited by means of chains
27 or other suitable flexible means. When
not desired for use the member 26 1s thrown
up against the stationary member and 1s
held 1n that position by means of a hook 28,
and the hinged arm 22 1§ permitted to drop
down out of the way.

The operation of my invention may be
briefly described as follows:—The outgoing
mail bag 19 is suspended from the crane 20.
The incoming mail bag 23 is caught between
the lug 16 and projection 17. The attendant
orasps the handle 6 and throws the catcher
into a horizontal position, and as the catch-
ing members engage the bag 19 the two mem-
bers are separated sufficiently to release the
bag 23 and drop it into the wire net.

My invention is of simple construction,
can be manufactured at slight cost, can be
quickly attached to a car and 1s very efficient
and rehable for 1ts purpose. |

Having thus described the invention, what
is claimed as new, 18—

1. A mail bag catcher and deliverer com-
prising a frame pivoted to the car and pro-
vided with an operating handle, a rigid
catching member formed on the frame, and
a movable catching member
frame, a spring for holding said movable
member in position to catch a mail bag and
the end of said member forming a holding
lug for a mail bag.

2. A mail bag catcher and deliverer piv-

oted to the car and provided with an oper-

ating handle, a rigid catching member
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formed on the frame, a movable catching .

member pivoted to the frame and provided
with a terminal lug, alug on the frame against
which the lug on the movable member bears

a spring for holding said lugs in engagement
with the bag, a crane for supporting a mail
bag, and a wire netting secured to said crane
and comprising two members hinged to-
oether, substantially as described. |

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses. . '

- ELIPHAZ C. BURNETTE.

Witnesses: | ) R
L. F. ONEKEAR,
JorN (. SEAR.
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