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To all whom, i May concern: o

- CHELL, a citizen of the United States, resid-
1ng at Tollhouse, in the county of Fresno and
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‘bars 4 by nails 6 or

State of California, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in Trays, of
which the following is a specification, refer-

INgs. _

My invention relates to improvements mn
trays, for use in drying fruit and the like and

1ts object is to provide a device of this char-

acter which may be produced at a small cost

~and which will be convenient and effective

for the purpose intended.

With the above and other objects in view
the invention consists in the novel construc-
tion and the combination of parts hereinafter
described and claimed, and illustrated in the

accompanying drawings, in which _
Figure 1 is a perspective view of my im-
proved drying tray or pallet; Figs. 2 and 3

are longitudinal and transverse sectional

views through the same, and Figs. 4 and 5
are perspective views of the two members or
sections of the device. L

My improved drying tray-or pallet con-
sists of telescoping outer and inner frame
sections or members 1, 2 and an interposed

supporting layer or sheet 3. The two frame

sections are preferably similar in construc-

tion, the mmner one 2 being smaller and adapt-

ed to telescope within the outer one 1, and
each of them consists of two longitudinal
side pieces 4 connected by transverse or

cross pieces 5 preferably arranged in parallel

relation and at equal distances apart, as

shown. While these frame members are
Ereferably constructed of wood, they may

e made of any other suitable material and
they may be of other form and construction
than that illustrated. Any number of the
cross pieces or slats 5 may be provided and

manner, I o
The mnterposed supporting sheet or layer

3 may be constructed of card-board, textile

fabric or any other suitable material which
will serve to support the grapes or other
fruit to be dried upon the tray, and it may
be of the same size as the inner frame, or of
any other suitable size to be clamped se-
curely by both the side bars, or cleats, and

the transverse strips. The two frame sec-

‘tions 1, 2 are preferably held together by |

ence being had to the accompanying draw-

- Having

| - ' v'.ffic't_ion_al _.éonta_ct | :and't;fWhén'ilﬂié fs"hee.t_. or
Be 1t known that I, Litourne A. Win-

layer 3 is of the same or less size than the
nner frame, the longitudinal sidé pieces 4

of the two sections must frictionally engage
each other so as. to hold them together and

thereby cause the slats 5 to hold the sheet or

layer between them; but when the sheet or
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layer 3 is of greater size than the inner frame =~

~or section, its side edges will enter between s
the side pieces or bars 4 of the two frame
sections and said sheet or layer will thus be -
effectively clamped by both the side bars and

the transverse slats and, at thesame time, the

said bars will be caused to be more e
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ively clamped together. = If desired I may
also employ removable transverse pins 7

for securing the two frame sections together. -
These pins are passed through alined aper-
| tures 1n the side pieces or bars 4 as more.
clearly shown in Fig. 3. If desired any -

other suitable or preferred fastening means
may be provided for securirg the two frame

sections together to clamp the sheet or layer _ |

~ From the foregoing it will be noted that

3 between them.

owing to the shape and construction of the -

frame sections 1, 2 and to the fact that they
will clamp the sheet or layer 3 between them
1n a stretched condition, the device provides

a very effective tray for the purpose mtended

ceedingly small cost.

- It will be noted that the tray is strong and |
durable and that it is economical, since the
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and one which may be produced at an ex- o

5

sheet or layer 3 may be readily replaced by

a nlew one when 1t is worn out or damaged.

I claimis: - |

S A_:-drying | tra,j? offthef"_, G]iafécter de—
seribed, comprising a supporting - sheet or

thus described my invention what o
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layer and inner and outer, separable, tele-

‘scopically engaged frame sections adapted to
recelve and clamp said supporting sheet or

layer between them and each being of rec-
tangular form and consisting of parallel side -

bars united by cross slats, the inner section

being of less width than the outer one to per-
mit 1t to telescope within the latter, and to

be frictionally retained therein to clamp the

supporting sheet or layer between the slats .

of the two sections, substantially as set
forth. | N S

2. A dl‘ﬁng"tmy of the chara,étef_f de_—- o

scribed, comprising a supporting sheet or
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layer and inner and outer, separable, tele-
scopically engaged frame sections adapted to

- T



‘mit it to telescope within the. latter,

'-and

‘receive and clamp said supporting sheet or
~layer between them and each bemmg of rec-
“tangular form and consisting of parallel side
 bars united by cross slats, the inner section
‘being of less. width than the outer one to per-

~ transverse fastening pins passed through the

" side bars of the two sections to fasten them

 prising a supporting sheet or layer and outer
‘and 1nner similar -telescopically engaged
5 frame sections, the outer section consisting _
of side bars and cross slats; the latter bemg | - '

together and retain the supporting sheet or.
layer between their slats, substantially as
set forth. - L

3. The herein described drying tray com-

896,185

secured upon the corresponding edges of said .-~
‘bars, the inner section also consisting of side - -~
‘bars connected by cross slats secured upon. .. - .
‘their edges, the mner frame section belng 20 -
| adapted to be inserted in the outer one with .-

its slats turned inwardly to engage one face: -

of the supporting sheet or layer and press the = -

latter against the slats of the outer section, =~ -
 of the two sections being adapted to 25

register, substantially-as set forth. ~ . -~

the slats

| In testimony whereof 1 hereunto.afﬁjé.;mj:_.__;_;i'f_

signature in the presence of two witnesses. .
~ LILBOURNE A. WINCHELL. =
- Witnesses: E
- Joun W. HUMPHREYS,
- Awvixn C. AsBOTT..
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