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To all whom 1t may concern:

Be it known that I, Jorx DOESERICH, 2
citizen of the United States, residing at Dav-
enport, in the county of Scott and State of
lowa, have invented certain new and useful
Improvements in Students’ Lap-Boards and
Book-Supports; and I do hereby declare the
following to be a full, clear, and exact de-
seription of the invention, such as will enable
others skilled in the art to which 1t apper-
tains to make and use the same. -

This invention relates to improvements in
lapboards and ‘book supports, and particu-
larly to the kind that are adapted to be
folded when not m use. |

The invention comprises the production of
a main board or support, an auxiliary board
secured thereto, and means for holding the
auxiliary board in an inclined position rela-
tive to the mam board. _

The object in view is the production of a
lapboard or book support that will provide a
substantially horizontal surface for one or
more books and the like, and an mchned sur-

o5 face for one or more books, and means for

30

holding the book or books on the inclined
surtace. -
Another object in view is the production
of a support or lapboard that has a substan-
tially horizontal surface and an inclined sur-
face for accommodating books and the like,
means for holding the various surfaces in cor-

“rect position during the use of the board and
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means for permitting the folding of the sur-
faces when not in use. '

With these and other objects in view, the
invention comprises certain novel construc-
tions,” combinations and arrangements of
parts as will be hereinafter more fully de-
scribed and claimed. |

In the accompanying drawings:—Figure 1
is a perspective view of a support formed ac-
cording to the present invention. Fig. 218 a
side elevation of Fig. 1. Tig. 3 is a side ele-
vation of the device shown in Fig. 1, the same
being shown in its folded position. ¥ig. 4
is a perspective view of a slightly moditied
form of my invention, certaln parts being
broken away to better disclose the operation
thereof. Fig. 5is asection through Kig. 4 on
line 4—4. '

In the provision of a support for books,
matter being copied, and the like, it has been
found desirable to make a support that will

55 be easily moved about and held by a person

| using the same without difficulty, and also

one that is comparatively mexpensive.

In the present invention it is in the object
to provide a device accomplishing the above
named results, together with others that will
be fully hereinafter described. - |

Referring more particularly to the draw-
ings, 1 indicates a comparatively large lap-
board that is designed in operation to rest
upon the lap of a person using the same.
Secured to the main board 1 is an auxihiary
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board 2 comparatively small in contradis-

tinction to board 1, and is pivotally secured
to board 1 by a hinge 3, preferably of cloth,
which is preferably extended the full length
of the board 2. It will be evident, however,
that the hinge 3 may be made in several
pleces,
used with advantage.
that the outer edge of the surface of board 1
meets the inner edge of the upper surface of
board 2, so that if auxiliary board 2 was not
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or if desirable metallic hinges may be
[t will be observed

75

supported in position, the same would form

a continuation or arm for board 1, and have
its outer surface on the same horizontal
plane. ' _
In order to hold the auxiliary board 2 at a
proper angle for supporting a book or the
like, I provide clasps 4 and 5 that are pivot-
ally mounted on arms 6 and 7. Clasps 4 and

5 may be of any preferred construction, but
they must be of such construction as to easily
clasp the sides of auxiliary board 2, and also
to include the sides of a book when the same
is placed against board 2. In order to ac-
complish this more readily the clasps are pro-

vided with comparatively long gripping jaws
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8 and 9, and comparatively short extensions

10 and 11 for easy manipulation by the fin-
cers of the person using the device. The
supports 6 and 7 each consists of an upright
arm which is positioned at any desired angle
with respect to the lapboard 1 and is formed,
with an extension that is adapted topassbe-
neath the edge of board 1 and be engaged by
a supporting clasp or binding member 12.
It Wil])lpbe observed that the angle of the sup-
porting arms 6 and 7 will determine the angle
at which auxiliary board 2 will be positioned
when in operation. Under some circum-
stances it might not be desirable to use clasps
4 and 5 to hold the book or other matter
against the auxiliary board, and in order to
provide a holding means auxiliary to the

| clasps 4 and 5 I secure a cord 13 preferably
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of elastic material to auxiliary board 2. Cord
13 may be secured in position in any desired
way, but 1 preferably provide apertures 14
and 15 near each end of board 2 through

‘which cord 13 is adapted to pass. After

threading the ends of cord 13 through aper-
- tures 14 and 15 the same are tied or secured
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together in any convenient way at the back
of the board. B '

Referring more particularly to Figs. 4 and
9, & device will be seen that is constructed

slightly differerit from the form shown in Fig.
1. In this modification, I provide a main
board, as 1/, an auxiliary board 2/, and hinge

as 3, similar to the preferred construction.

Instead of providing supporting arms at 6

‘and 7, and clasps as 4 and 5, I provide in the
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- member 17 and parallel with the ends of
board 1’.  From member 18 the spring ex-
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- Journal member 17, through journal mem-.
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. bent upward at any desired angle and forms

4()

-~ The supporting leg or member 21 is bent or
~ formed at any angle desired for supporting
auxiliary board 2" at any desired angle for.
supporting books and the like during the use
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modification a supporting spring member 16.
The spring member 16 is pivotally mounted

in & journal member 17 which is firmly se--
~cured to the board 1’.

be made of any desired construction, pTo-
vided the same will have one end resting upon
the rear side of board 2’ and hold said board
at an angle to board 1. "However, I prefer-
ably form spring member 16 with a leg or

member 17’ parallel with the sides of board

1, and another member 18 at right angles to

tends at right angles upward as at 19 to the

ber 17 parallel with the sides of board 17,

then at right angles to member 19 as at 20,

and on the same horizontal plane as the up-

per surface of board 1’. Member or portion.
20 extends to the rear the distance of the

thickness of auxiliary board 2/, and then is

a supporting leg or member 21 to board 2/,

and then the outer end is again bent at right
angles for forming a support 22 for board 2’.

- of the device.

When it is desired to use the device it is

. only necessary to place.the board 2/ in the

50

SH

position shown in the drawings, and then in-
sert a book between the board 2” and cord 13,

and distribute other books or papers and the
5. 1’. By this

arrangement, books, papers and the like,

may be used upon board 1’ and the text book :

like on the surface of boar

The spring 16 may _
| Letters Patent is:—

“clasps carried by the arms, said ¢

- 896,091

or guidé of any kind may be held in position
~on board 2’ for ready reference. When it is
“desired to discontinue the use of the device,
“the auxiliary board 2’ is simply folded down
upon 1” and then placed away, or if desirable,

the same may
the like by arm or member 22.”

In the preferred construction when the de-
vice 18 not in use the auxiliary board 2 is fold-
ed down upon main board 1 and the support-

ing arms 6 and 7 together with their clasps 4
and 5 are folded down beneath the mai
board 1. If desired the clasps, instead of be-

ing folded down beneath the main board, as
seen m Fig. 3, may be permitted to grasp the
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be supported upon a hook or
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maliy -
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rear edge of board I, and this will prevent

any movement of the arms and clasps, and

will prevent the same from getting i
when the device is not in use.
- Having thus fully described my invention,
what I-claim as new and desire to

n the way

secure by
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1. A device of the character described =~

comprising a main support, an auxiliary sup-
80

port secured thereto and positioned at an an-

gle to the main support, and_piyotglly mount-

‘ed clasps mounted on said main support and

engaging sald auxiliary support for holding

sald auxiliary support m position at an angle

to the main support.

2. A device of the character deScribed,'
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comprising a main support, an auxiliary sup- .

port hinged thereto, supporting arms
ally mounted on the main support, and
asps being
adapted to hol '

pivot-

the auxiliary support at an.
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angle to the main support, and also to hold a |

g |

book or the like on the auxiliary support.

3. A device of the character
COIMPTISING a Main support, an auxiliary sup-
port hinged -thereto, cga,sp‘s tor holding said

escribed5 |

auxiliary support at an angle to said main
support and for holding a book on said aux- .

ihary support, and-dpivotally mounted arms
for su}t))porting sal clasgl)s; said arms and
clasps b |

eing adapted to fo

ing adapted to fold above said main support.
In testimony whereof I affix my signature
In presence of two witnesses.

JOHN DOESERICH.

- Witﬁe_s.seg':'_ o
| JOHN L. FLETCHER,
A. L. KircHIN.,

d beneath the said
mam support and said auxiliary support be-.
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