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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICEK.

SAMULL BOYD DARLING, OFF SOMERVILLE, MASSACHUSETTS.

INDEXING SYSTEM.

No. 895,974.

Specification of Letters Patent.

Patented Aug. 11, 1908.

Application filed August 15, 1907. Serial No. 388,640,

To all whom 1t may concern:

Be 1t known that 1, SaMurL Boyp Dar-
LING, a citizen of the United States, and a
resident of Somerville, in the county of Mid-
dlesex and State of Massachusetts, have in-
vented a new and Improved Index'n@ SYs-
tem, of which the following is a full, clear,
and exact descr 1ption.

My invention relates to indexing systems,
my more particular object being to- produce a
means for arranging annot%tlons side notes
and margmal Clt‘LthllS so that prmted slips
bearing the same may be inserted plecemeal
in books from time o time, and so arranged
that the operator may at any time place
them in his books and may readily find them,
together with all cross references relative £0
‘hem by aid of an improved reference scale
Constltutmg a part of my invention.

Relerence 1s to be had to the accompany-
1ing drawings forming a part of this specifica-
tion, in which similar characters of reference
indicate corresponding parts in all the fig-
ures.

Kigure 1 1s a plan view of an open book
prowded with marginal citations and with
the improved reference scale, the latter being
shown as unfolded and in posmon for use
with the marginal citations; Fig. 2 1s a detail
showing the book reference scale provided
with a gummed edge and ready to be secured
thereby into the book; Kig. 3 1s a fragmen-
tary plan showing how the book reference
scale 1s secured to the book cover by aid of a
cummed edge for this purpose, so as to ex-
hibit the lettered side of the scale; and Fig. 4
1s a plan view of one of the strips to be cut up
and pasted into the book from time to time

for the purpose of indicating cross references

for marginal citations.

A book is shown at 5 and contains head-
ings 6, 7 indicating different topics dwelt
upon. The paging of the book is ot the ordi-

- nary kind, the book being open, in this in-

45

00

55 surface (see Ifig. 3)

stance, at pages 98, 99. The book reference
scale is shown at 8 and consists merely of a
sheet of paper or cardboard provided with a

Oummed surface 10, the inner edge of which

is indicated by a line 9. The book reference
scale 1s mounted within the book by securing
the gummed surface 10 directly to the book
cover or to a blank page, the paper of the book
reference scale being folded along the line 9,

or in other words, at the edge of the o nmed

The back of the sheet 8

' may be used for exhibiting directions for use,

the heacding Directions being indicated by the

‘numeral 11.

- The leat 8 shows upon its front face (see
Fig. 3) the several intelligible characters to-
ﬂ‘ether making up the reference scale. There
are two VeI'thELI columns 12, 13, which I des-
1gnate respectively as the outside column and
t he mside column. - The outside column con-
tains the alphabet exhibited in capital let-

the alplmbet exhibited 1 lower case letters
18,19. Leader lines 16, 17, 20, 21 extend to-
ward the right from the alphabet letters, as
will be understood from Hig. 3

Legends 22, 23 give 1115131'1101;10115 as to the
use of the alphabet letters and leader lines.
Strips 24 (see Fig. 4) printed from time to
time are distributed to the several persons
using the mmvention. Iach strip 24 contains
marﬂmal lines 25, 26 along which the strip
may “be convementl}r cut. Numerals 27, 29,
printed in heavy type and accompamed bv
alphabet letters 28, 30, also in heavy type,
constitute headings for the citations indi-
cated at 31. Fragmentary strips 32, 33, con-
taining the numerals in heavy typeandalpha-
bet letters 28, 30, made by cutting up the
strip 24 shown at Fig. 4, are now pasted 1n
appropriate places in the book 5, as indi-
cated mm Kig. 1. In the instance indicated
in this ﬁﬂ‘ure the headings Elections and
Klectric Lw'ht are the ones under considera-
tion. The fragmentary strip 32 contains
cross references to elections and the frag-
mentary strip 33 contains cross references to
electric ight.

The opemtm having prepared his frag-
mentary strips 32, 33, places them 1n posi-
tion. Ie finds the paﬁe upon which the
strips are to be placed by the numerals 27,
29, the page 1n this instance being 98. He
finds the position of the page by the alphabet
letter 28, 30. This simply means that hav-
ing placed the leat 8 i the book, he looks
down that leaf until he finds the alp habet let-
ter corresponding to the alphabet letter 28
printed upon the fragmentary strip and

‘places the fragmentary strip in question with

1ts numeral 27 and alphabet letter 28 directly
in line with the corresponding alphabet let-
ter appearing upon the leal 8. By this
means 1t 1s not necessary for the operator to
oo mto the merits of the subject in order to

| place the fragmentary strips properly in po-

ters 14, 15, while the 11151{16 column contains
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2.

sition. He simply glances at the strip to as-
certain the page number and glances at the
alphabet letter 28 or 30 to ascertain what
art of the page the strip is to be pasted upon.
e need pay no attention whatever to the
subject matter of the indexing. The mar-
oins of the book may thus be gradually filled
1n with annotations or cross references.
If desired the operator in writing a brief
may cite the alphabet letters, as well as the

pace numbers, 1n order to refer to matter
o b

contalned in the book shown in Fig. 1. In
this case the reader of the book upon turning
to the page number and alphabet letter men-
tioned will find not only the subject particu-

larly mentioned, but also all c¢ross references
indicated by the fragmentary strips associ-

ated with the particular heading of thie topic.
Where a great deal of indexing is to be done,
the device above described saves consider-
able time and 1t makes the indexing a purely
mecnanlical operation rather than work re
quiring the expenditure of thought. '
By aid of this invention one man can do
all of the brain work necessary for cross-ref-
erencing any number of books of the same
kind, the readers of the books merely taking
the trouble to paste in the fragmentary strips.
It will be noted that the system of index-
ing above described can be employed for all
books and digests alike, independently of the
form of classification already used in any one
of them. My system permits of printing the

citations in narrow columns and upon ex-

ceedingly thin paper so as not to increase
materially the bulkiness of the books. My
system also avoids repetition; that is to say,
some digests and text books use numbers as
the distinctive mark for sections, others use
letters, and still others employ neither num-
bers nor letters but differentiate by printing
in different type. In such systems it fre-
quently occurs that the same number or
numbers appear several times in the same
page or column. This difficulty I have over-
come and atthesame time produced amethod
of referencing capable of universal applica-
I find 1t expedient to duplicate the
leaves 8, placing one in the front and one in

|

- claim as new and desire

|

895,974

the back of the book. This, however, is im-
material. .
- Theinvention may be used in various ways
and I do not limit myself to any particular
service 1t may perform. The citations ap-
pearing upon the fragmentary strips 32, 33
are preferably upon paper aiready gummed
and ready Tor insertion. The scale may, if
desired, be placed in the hook as originally
sold instead of being placed in the book after-
ward.

Having thus deseribed my invention, I
to secure by Letters

Patent: .

1. An indexing system comprising frag-
mentary strips to be placed in a book, and a
leaf provided with means whereby it may be
connected with sald book, said leaf being fur-
ther provided with means for indicating the
approximate point where said fragmentary
strip 1s to be placed relatively to the top and
bottom of a page.

2. An article of manufacture, comprising
a leal to be inserted in a book, said leaf being
provided with intelligible characters disposed
m the form of a column extending parallel
with a margin of the hook when the leaf is in
place, and a fragmentary strip to be secured
upon a margm of sald book and provided
with an intelligible character identical with
one of sald characters upon said leaf, said
strip being adapted to occupy a predeter-
mined position relatively to said leaf. |

3. An article of manufacture, comprising
a leal to be connected with a book, said leaf
peing provided with reference characters ar-
ranged m the form of a column, and strips to
be pasted within said boolk, each of said strips
bemmg provided with a reference character
similar to one of said reference characters in
sald column. .
In testimony whereof I have signed my
name to this specification in the presence of

two subscribing witnesses.

SAMUEL BOYD DARLING.

Withesses:
Apa . K. FLaGa,
BrrNaArRD S. Moobpy.
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