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To all whom 1t may concern: |
Be 1t known that I, MArRcELLUS 3. FIELD,

a citizen of the United States, residing at
Boston, county of Sufiolk, and State of
5 Massachusetts, have invented an lmprove-
ment 1n Meﬂ—Receptecles of which the fol-
lowing description, in connection with the
accompanying drawing, is a specification,

like letters on the drawings representing like

16 parts.

' This invention relates to mail receptacles
and especially to maill receptacles of that
class shown in my Patent No. 782,229, dated
February 14, 1905. The mail recepteele

15 shown 1n said patent comprises a frame from
which depends the body or receptacle proper,
sald frame having means whereby 1t may be
detachably secured to a door beneath the
letter-drop opening therein. The frame of

20 the receptacle shown in said patent is steel,

and I havefound that where these receptacles |
are hung on a door which is hable to open |

against a.wall, the opening of the door 1s
liable fo brmo the frame of the receptacle
95 against the wall with sufficient force to Injure
sald Well To overcome this difficulty, 1
have in my present invention provided a
receptacle having a resilient frame so that
~ even if the opening movement of the door
- 30 carries the frame against the wall, the frame
‘Wﬂlll vield sufficiently so as not to injure the
wa, |
The features whereln my invention reside
will be more fully hereinafter described and
35 then pointed out in the elelms
In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective
view of part of a door showing my 1mpreved
mail receptacle applied thereto; Fig. 2 1s
plan view showing the manner in which the
40 Teceptacle gives when the door opens against
a wall; and Fig. 3 is a detail view showmﬂ'
the wey in which the suspending hooks are
slidably mounted on the frame.
In the drawings, 3 designates a door having
45 the usual letter- drop opening 4 therein, and
5 designates a wall adjacent the door and
against which the door is swung when 1t 1s
opened -

My 1n1proved receptacle comprises a frame

50 6from which is suspended a receptacle proper
7 preferably made of net or other o Fen work
so that the contents of the receptacle may be
readily seen. The frame 6 1s constructed in
such a way that it is resilient and elastic

55 transversely, or in a direction at rlﬂ'ht angles

to the door when the receptacle is epphed
thereto. The frame may be made of any
suttable material which will permit it to
have this resiliency, and I have found a flat
band of spring metal to answer all the re-
qurements. A flat metallic band properly

tempered may be made very resilient trans-

versely, but has the required stiffness verti-
cally. I have herein shown the receptacle
as secured to the door by means of suitable
suspending hooks 8. Said hooks may be
either hooked into eyes screwed into the door
or in case 1t is desired to attach the receptacle
to a-door without defacing the latter, said
hooks may be hooked into epertures formed
in one of the walls of the letter-drop opening,
as shown in the drawings. The hooks are
preferably slidably mounted upon the frame
or band 6 so that they
toward and from each other to fit 1etter—
drops of different sizes. .

The hooks herein shown are made from a
piece of wire doubled on itself to form the

the doubled wire is then bent to form the
hooked portion 11 which 1s adapted to enter
the apertures in the walls of the letter drop
‘opening.

- The loops 10 of the hooks form slots
through Whmh the band slides and these slots
are of a size to fit the band so that they serve
to hold the band in a horizontal position
when the hooks are applied to the door.
This 1s because the band has flat sides which
engage the flat sides of the slots.

A frame made of flat spring will natur ally
assume a circular shape, but owing to the re-
siliency of the band, the portion of the band
between the hooks will be flattened some-
what, as clearly shown in the drawings.

resume & circular shape will serve to hold the
hooks firmly in their apertures, and thus pre-
vent the accidental dlsledcrment ol the re-
ceptacle.

Owing to the resiliency of the band 6 it
will be obvious that in case the door i IS SWung
against a wall, as 5, the band will give and
assume & Narrow obloncr shape, as shown In
Fig. 2, and will not, thelefore mar or injure
the plaster or other finish of the wall.

The essential feature of my invention'is the
receptacle having the frame thereof resilient

may be adjusted

The ¢

natural tendency of this flattened portion to
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loop 10 through which the band 6 passes, and -
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so that it will collapse against the door if the

latter 1s swung against a wall.
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Having fully described my invention, what
I ¢laim as new and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent 1s:—

1. A mail receptacle comprising a frame
resitlient 1n a direction diametrically thereof,
a flexible mail-receiving member supported
thereby, and suspending hooks adjustably
secured to the frame for supporting the latter.

2. A mail receptacle comprising an annu-
lar band which is resilient in a direction ra-
dially thereof, a flexible mail-receiving mem-
ber suspended from the band, and suspend-
ing hooks having slotted shanks slidably
mounted on the band.

3. A door baving a letter-drop opening
therethrough, and a mail receptacle detach-

ably secured to the door, said receptacle com-

prising a iframe resilient in a direction at

f

right angles to the door, and a receiving |

member suspended from the frame. -
4. A mail receptacle comprising a frame

894,376

|

made from a flat metallic band tempered to
be resilient, a receptacle member suspended
from the band, and sustaining hooks pro-
vided with slots in their shanks through
which the band passes, said slots fitting the
band. B

5. The combination with a door having a
letter-drop opening therethrough, of a mail
receptacle comprising a frame made from a
flat metallic band tempered to be resilient, a

receptacle sustained from the band, and

hooks slidably mounted on the band for at-
taching the receptacle to the door.

In testimony whereof, I have signed my
name to this specification, in the presence of
two subscribing witnesses.

MARCELLUS 8. FIELD,

- Witnesses:
Louis C. SmitH,
Eyviry C. Hopges.
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