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To all whom i MAY CONCETrn.: -

Be 1t known that I, BEnno vom EIGEN, a
citizen of the United States, residing at New-
ark, 1n the county of KEssex and State of New
Jersey, have invented certain new and useful
Improvements in Purse or Bag Frames; and
I do hereby declare the following to be a full,
clear, and exact description of the invention,
such as will enable others skilled in the art
to which 1t appertains to make and use the
same, reference being had to the accompany-
ing drawings, and to characters of reference
marked thereon, which form a part of this
specification. o -

This mnvention has reference, generally, to
improvements In purse or bag-frames, and
the like; and, the mvention relates, more
particularly, to a novel frame for purses and
bags which are provided with two compart-
ments or are made In the form of a double
receptacle, the frame in this case comprising
a main central frame-section provided with
a vertically disposed central dividing section
or member, and a pair of outer or side frame-
sections, located upon the opposite side-faces
of the main frame-section, and all of said
parts, namely the main frame-section, the
central dividing section, and the two outer
or side frame-sections, all being formed at the
ends with perforated portions and pivot-pins,
by means of which the several sections are

pivotally connected in the manner of purse

or bag-frame constructions. |

The invention has for its principal object
to provide a novel and neat purse or bag-
frame or the like which shall be of a very
simple construction; furthermore, to provide
a novel means for securing an inner central
dividing section or member within the main
frame-section located between a pair of outer
or side frame-sections, also to provide a
means whereby the said central dividing sec-
tion or member, when secured within the
main bag-frame section, being fastened at
its ends to the pivotal pins of both the main

~and side-frame-sections, has a slight lateral

o0

motion, and lastly to provide a novel means
for holding or locking the frame-sections in
their closed relation. |

Other objects of this invention not at this
time more particularly enumerated will be
clearly understood from the following de-
tailed description of the invention.

With the various objects of the mvention

novel purse or bag-frame, and its holding or
locking catch and locking-mechanism there-
for; and, the invention consists, further-

more, In the novel arrangements and com-

binations of the devices and parts, as well as
in the details of the construction of the same,
all of which will be hereinafter more fully de-
scribed, and then finally embodied in the
clauses of the claims which are appended to
and which form an essential part of this
specification. '

The invention 1s clearly illustrated in the
accompanying drawings, iIn which:—

Figure 1 1s a front view of a purse or bag-
frame made according to and embodying the
principles of the present invention; and Hig. 2
18 the top edge-view of the same, said view
representing the frame -sections 1 their
closed relation. Iig. 3 1s a plan view, show-
ing the pivotal arrangement of the various

frame-sections, and iﬁustrating one of the

said outer or side-frame sections In its open
relation to the main central frame-section
and the dividing section which 1s connected
therewith. Ifig. 4 is a bottom view of the
closed frame-sections and the various parts
connected therewith; and Fig. 5 1s a similar
view of the closed frame-sections, the central
dividing section or member, however, being
omitted from this view. Fig. 61s a vertical
section, on an enlarged scale, taken centrally

| in view, the same consists, primarily, in the 55
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and longitudinally through the closed frame- -

sections of the purse or bag-frames, said view
showing 1n elevation the central dividing
section or member, and an inlay upon the one

90

side thereof, and the said view showing more °

particularly the means of pivotally connect-
g the various frame-sections and said di-
viding section or member in their opera-
tively connected relation; and Fig. 7 1s a
transverse sectional representation taken on

tion of the arrow z. Kig. 8 1s a transverse
sectional representation, taken on line8§—81in
said Fig. 6; and Fig. 9 1s a similar section
taken on line 9—9 also in Fig. 6, and looking
in both cases.in the direction of arrow uz.
Fig. 10 is a perspective view of a flat spring,
which 1s employed with the locking or hold-
ing mechanism of the purse or bag-frame;
and Fig. 11 1s a collective perspective view of

the main central frame-section and one of

95

line 7—7 in said Kig. 6, looking 1 the direc-
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the outer or side-frame-sections, said view
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showing the said frame-sections in their dis-
connected relation; and Figs. 12, 13 and 14
are perspective views, respectively, of the
centraily dividing section or member, an in-
lay, and a knob or fingerpiece for the locking
or holding spring-plate illustrated in said
F1g. 10.

Similar characters of reference are em-
ployed in all of the above described views, to
indicate corresponding parts. |

Referring now to the several figures of the

‘drawings, the reference-character 1 indicates

a main central frame-section and 2 a pair of
outer or side-frame sections of a bag or purse-
irame. The said main-frame-section 1 is
preferably made box-shaped, being formed
with the flanges or elements 3 and 4, and
having the end-members 5, each of which is
provided with a hole or perforation 6, sub-
stantially as shown in Fig. 11 of the draw-
ings. The said main frame-section is pro-
vided in its flanges or elements 3 and 4 with
centrally disposed and oppositely located
openings 7, each opening being provided in
1ts lower surroundling edge-portion with a
depression, as 8. In its upper face, the said

- main central frame-section 1 is provided with
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rectangularly formed openings 9, and in its
opposite sides or right-angled portions or ele-
ments 3 and 4, the said main frame-section is
formed with holes or perforations 10, in
which are secured the ends of suitable pins 11

~which extend across the inner chambered

portion of the said main frame-section 1, sub-
stantially in the manner illustrated in Figs.
4, 5, 6, 8 and 9, and :
presently more fully described.

The outer or side-frame-sections, of which
there are two of them, are both alike, each
frame-section being provided with a laterally
extending and centrally disposed engaging
lug or tongue 12, which is formed with a de-
pressed portion 13, as shown. KEach side

- frame-section 2 is made at its free ends with

4o

laterally extending pivot-ears or lugs 14,
each lug or ear being provided with a pivot-
recelving hole or perforation 15. Each outer

- or side-frame-section 2 is also provided with a
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series of holes or perforations 16 for the re-
ception of fastening pins or rivets by means
of which an inlay 17 can be suitably secured
upon the mner face of each frame-section 2,
as will be clearly evident from an inspection
of Figs. 3 and 7 of the drawings.

Suitably disposed within the upper cham-
bered or box-lile portion of the main central
frame-section 1 are a pair of spring-plates 18,
each plate being suitably bent or curved at
one end, as at 19, each curved or bent por-
tion having a downwardly extending lug or
protuberance 20, suitably forced or pressed
out of the body of the plate, and each plate
being formed with an elongated opening or

slot 21, and having a longitudinally ex-

tending projection or finger 22 which is pro-

'or the purposes to be

]
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vided with a lug-receiving Opening 23, pref-
erably of a rectangular configuration, as

 illustrated, although it will be evident, that

the openings 23 may be variously shaped.
KEach spring-plate is also formed in its oppo-
site edges 24 with recessed or cut-away por-
tions 25, into which are fitted suitable lugs
or tongues 27 extending from the edges of
the sides 28 of a box-like element 26, and
turned down upon the under side of the
spring-plate for securely fastening the ele-
ment 26 upon the upper face of the spring-
plate, and thereby providing each spring-
plate with a suitable knob or finger-piece.
The manner of securing the two spring-
piates 18 in their operative positions within
the chambered part of the main frame-sec-
tion 1 1s clearly shown in Figs. 5 and 6 of
the drawings, the curved or bent end-por-
tion 19 of each spring-plate being forced
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through the space between a'pin 11 and the -

mner face 29 of said frame-section 1, until
the downwardly extending lug or protuber-

ance 20 1s forced behind the pin 11, which,

with the engagement of the curved or bent
portion 19 with the face 29 of the frame-
section 1, will positively hold the spring-
plate in its fixed and operative position.
When the two spring-plates have thus been
secured 1n place, the two narrower projec-
tions or extensions 22 of the two plates
will lie movably adjacent to each other, as
shown 1n Fig. 5, the lug-receiving openings
23 of the two spring-plates being laterally in
alinement with each other and with the
openings 7 1n the sides or flanges 3 and 4 of
the sald frame-section 1. The knobs or
fingerpieces, formed by the box-like ele-
ments 26, each extend into and are de-
pressibly arranged in an opening 9 in the
upper face of the frame-section 1. To
limit the outward movement of the free

end-portion of each spring-plate 18, the

sides 30 of each element 26 may be bent in
opposite outward directions to provide
himiting tongues or stops 31 which engage
with portions of the frame-section, as
clearly illustrated in Fig. 6.

The reference-character 32 indicates the
previously mentioned central dividing sec-
tion or member, the same being made from
a plece of flat sheet-metal, and being formed
at 1ts free end-portions with lugs or ears 33,

| each lug or ear having a hole or perfora-

tion 34.
The upper or outer marginal edge of said
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dividing section or member 32 is made with

suttably cut-away portions 35 and 36, a
pair of projections or extensions 37, and the

cut-away part 38 located between the said 1

projections or extensions 37, substantially
in the manner shown in Figs. 6 and 12 of
the drawings. The said dividing section or
member 32 is also provided with suitably
disposed holes or perforations 39, and a

130
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suitable inlay 40, which is provided with | frame-sections 2 are closed, all of which will

corresponding holes or perforations 41 for |

the reception of suitable pins orrivets, being
secured upon one side of the said section or
member 32.

When the various frame-sections 1 and 2
and the said central section or member 32
are assembled, each projection or extension
37 extends into an elongated opening or slot
21 1n a spring-plate 18; and, the several

erforated ears or lugs at the oppositely
ocated end-portions of the respective frame-
sections 1 and 2 and the said central dividing
section or member 32, having been brought
imto proper alinement, are pivotally con-

nected by means of suitable pintles or pivot-

pins 42, substantially in the manner illus-
trated mn the several figures of the drawings.

As shown, the previously mentioned slots
or openings 21 in the spring-plates 18 are
preferably made shghtly wider than the
thickness of the projections or extensions 37,
so that the said central dividing section or
member 32 shall have a slight pivotal move-
ment, to properly cause the said member or
section 32 to accommodate itself to any ine-
qualities, and to permit of the ready and posi-
tively locked relation of the outer or side-
frame-sections against the side-faces of the
sides or flanges 3 and 4 of the main frame-sec-
tion 1.

Of course it will be understood that the
frame-sections 1 and 2 may be of any other
configuration from that shown in the accom-
panying drawings, and that the frame-sec-
tions may be of any ornamental design; and,
the several parts may also be differently
hinged together, if desired, without depart-
ing from the scope and novelty of the pres-
ent Ivention.

T'he operation of the hinged frame-sections
2 will be clearly understood from an inspec-
tion of the several figures of the drawings,
and 1t will be evident that by depressing
etther one of the knobs or fingerpieces of the
spring-plates 18, the respective extension,
projection or inger 22, provided with the lug-
recelving opening 23, 1is moved below and out
of 1ts holding engagement with the projec-
tion or retaining portion 13 of the lug or
tongue 12 of the respective outer or side
frame-section 2, and according to the down-

- ward pressure applied upon the top of either
- or both of said fingerpieces, either or both of
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the said frame-sections 2 can be brought into
their opened relation with the central and
main frame-section 1, as will be clearly un-
derstood. As soon as the pressure 1s re-
moved, the depressed end-portion of the
spring-plate or plates 18 will immediately re-
turn to their normal initial positions, so that
the holding or locking members of the frame-
sections 2 will be forced into holding orlocked
engagement with theopen partsof the exten-

be clearly understood from an inspection

more particularly of Fig. 7 of the drawings.

I am fully aware that changes may be made
1n the arrangements and combinations of the
various parts, as well as in the details of the
construction of the same, without depart-
ing from the scope of my present invention
as set forth in the appended claims, Hence,
I do not Iimit my invention to the exact ar-
rangements and combinations of the devices
and parts as described in the foregoing speci-

fication, nor do I confine myself to the exact

details of the construction of the parts, as
illustrated in the accompanying drawings.

I claim:

1. In a purse or bag-frame, a main central
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frame-section, an outer or side frame-section

uponeach side of said main frame-section, and

~a centrally disposed dividing section within

sald main frame-section, all of said frame-
sections and sald dividing section being piv-
otally connected, a retaining lug upon each
outer or side frame-section, and a locking
means within said main frame-section, for
normally holding said outer or side frame-
sections 1n their closed relation, consisting of
a pawr of spring-plates within said main
frame-section, means for securing one end
of each spring-plate within said main frame-
section, and an extension at the free end
of each spring-plate with which the retain-
g lugs of said outer or side frame-sec-
tions can be brought in holding engagement,
and means for disengaging said holding lugs
from sald extensions of the spring-plates.

2. In a purse or bag-frame, a main central
frame-section, an outer or side frame-section
upon each side of said main frame-section,
and a centrally disposed dividing section

89
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within said main frame-section, all of said

frame-sections and said dividing section be-
ing pivotally connected, a retaining lug upon
each outer or side frame-section, and a lock-
ing means within said main frame-section
for normally holding said outer or side frame-
sections 1n their closed relation, consisting of
a pair of -spring-plates within said main
frame-section, means for securing one end of
each spring-plate within said main frame-
section, and an extension at the free end of
each spring-plate with which the retaining
lugs of said outer or side frame-sections can
be brought m holding engagement, and
means for disengaging said holding lugs from

sald extensions oi the sfpririg—p?ates, sald -

maln {rame-section being formed with open-
ings, and a finger-piece extending from each
spring-plate and projecting through an open-
Ing 1n sald main frame-section for releasing
sald outer or side-frame-sections from their
locked relation with said main frame-section.

3. In a purse or bag-frame, a main central
frame-section, an outer or side frame-section

110
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5 sions, projections or fingers 22, as soon as the | upon each side of said main frame-section, 130
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“the main frame-section for releasing said

and a centrally disposed dividing section | the outer face of each
of said

within said main frame-section, all
frame-sections and sald dividing section be-
ing pivotally connected, a retaining lug upon
each outer or side frame-section, and a lock-
ing means within said main frame-section,
for normally holding said outer or side frame-
sections In their closed relation, consisting of
a palr of spring-plates within said main-
frame-sections, means for securing one end of
each spring-plate within said main frame-
section, and an extension at the free end of
each spring-plate with which the retaining
lugs of said outer or side frame-sections can
be brought in holding engagement, said
malin frame-section being formed with rec-

tangular openings, each spring-plate being

made with cut-away portions in its opposite
edges, and a rectangularly shaped hollow

ing lugs extending irom each fingerpiece mto
sald cut~-away portions and bent beneath the
spring-plate to secure the finger-piece in
plljace, each finger-piece projecting through
an opening 1n the main frame-section for re-
leasing said outer or side frame-sections from
their locked relation with said main frame-
section. |
4. In a purse or bag-frame, a main central
frame-section, an outer or side frame-section
upon each side of sald main {rame-section,
and a centrally disposed dividing section
within said main frame-section, all of said
frame-sections and said dividing section be-
ing pivotally connected, a retaining lug upon
cach cuter or side frame-section, and a lock-
ing means within said main frame-section,
for normally holding said outer or side frame-
sectlons n their closed relation, consisting of
a pair of spring-plates within said main
frame-section, means for securing one end of
each spring-plate within said main frame-
section, and an extension at the free end of
each spring-plate with which the retaining
lugs of said outer or side frame-sections can
be brought in holding engagement, said main
frame-section being formed with rectangular
openings, each spring-plate being made with
cut-away portions 1n its opposite edges, and
a rectangularly shaped hellow finger-piece
upon each spring-pﬁte} fastening lugs ex-

tending from each fingerpiece into said cut-

away portions and bent beneath the spring-
plate to secure the finger-piece in place, each
finger-piece projecting through an opening in

outer or side frame-sections from their locked
relation with said main frame-section, and
outwardly extending limiting Iugs extending
from each fingerpiece for limiting the out-
ward spring-movement of each spring-plate.

5. In a purse or bag-frame, a main central
frame - section, sald frame - section being
formed with flanges formed with receiving

finger-piece upon each spring-plate, fasten-.

894,374

flange, and a centrally
cdisposed dividing section within the interior
of sald main frame-section, all of said frame-
sections and sald dividing section being piv-
otally connected, a retaining lug upon each
outer frame-section, each lug being adapted
to enter a recelving opening in a flange of the
maln frame, pins having their ends connected

with said flanges and extending across the

space between sald elements, spring-plates
having bent portions held by means of said
pins within sald main frame-section, an ex-
tension at the opposite end of each spring-

U

—
tr

plate with which the lugs of said outer or side

frame-sections can be brought in holding en-
gagement, and means for disengaging said
holding lugs irom said extensions of the
spring-plates. |

6. In a purse or bag-frame, a main central
frame - section, sald frame - section being
formed with flanges formed with receiving
openings, an outer or side frame-section upon
the outer face of each flange, and a centrally
disposed dividing section within the interior

- of sald main frame-section, all of said frame-

sections and said dividing section being
pivotally connected, a retaining lug upon
each outer frame-section, each lug being
adapted to enter a receiving opening 1n a
flange of the main frame, pins having their
ends connected with said flanges and ex-
tending across the space between said ele-
ments, spring-plates having bent portions
held by means of said pins within said main
frame-section, an extension at the opposite
end of each spring-plate with which the lugs
of said outer or side frame-sections can be
brought in holding engagement, said main
frame-section being formed with openings,
and a finger - piece extending from each
spring-plate and projecting through an open-
ing 1n sald main frame-section for releasing
sald outer or side-frame-sections from their
locked relation with said main frame-section.

7. In a purse or bag-frame, a main central
frame - section, said frame - section being
formed with flanges formed with receiving

openings, an outer or side frame-section upon

the outer face of each flange,-and a centrally
disposed dividing section within the interior
of sald main frame-section, all of said frame-
sections and sald dividing section being
pivotally connected, a retaining lug upon
each outer frame - section, each lug being
adapted to enter a receiving opening in a
flange of the main frame, pins having their
ends connected with said flanges and extend-
Ing across the space between said elements,
spring-plates having bent portions held by
means of said pins within said main frame-
section, an extension at the opposite end of
each spring-plate with which the lugs of said
outer or stde frame-sections can be brought
in holding engagement, said main frame-sec-

openings, an outer or side frame-section upon | tion being formed with rectangular openings,
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“each spring-plate being made with cut-away

portions in its opposite edges, and a rectan-
gularly shaped hollow finger-piece upon each

-spring-plate, fastening lugs extending from

each finger piece into said cut-away portions
and bent beneath the spring-plate to secure
the finger-pieces in place, each finger-piece
projecting through an opening in the main

-

irame - sections from their locked relation
with said main frame-section. |

8. In a purse or bag-frame, a main central
irame - section, said frame - section being

formed with flanges formed with receiving
openings, an outer or side frame-section upon

‘the outer face of each flange, and a centrally

disposed dividing section within the interior
of sald main frame-section, all of said frame-
sections and said dividing section being

pivotally connected, a retaining lug upon

each outer frame - section, each lug being
adapted to enter a receiving opening in a

flange of the main frame, pins having their

ends connected with said flanges and extend-
Ing across the space between said elements,
spring-plates having bent portions held by
means of satd pins within said main frame-
sectlon, an extension at the opposite end of
each spring-plate with which the lugs of said
outer or side frame-sections can be brought
in holding engagement, said main frame-sec-
tion being formed with rectangular openings,
each spring-plate being made with cut-away
portions in 1ts opposite edges, and a rectan-

5 gularly shaped hollow finger-piece upon each

spring-plate, fastening lugs extending from
each finger piece into said cut-away portions
and bent beneath the spring-plate to secure
the finger-piece 1 place, each finger-piece
projecting through an opening in the main
frame-section for releasing said outer or side
frame-sections from their locked relation
with said main frame-section, and outwardly
extending limiting lugs extending from each
ingerplece for limiting the outward spring-
movement of each spring-plate.

9. In a purse or bag-frame, a main central

frame-section, an outer or side frame-sec-
tion upon each side of said main frame-sec-
tion, a centrally disposed dividing section
within sald main frame-section, all of said
frame-sections and said dividing section be-
ing pivotally connected, and the said divid-
mg section being formed with marginal cut-
away portions and upwardly projecting ex-
tensions, a retamming-lug upon each outer or
side frame-section, and a locking means
within said main frame-section, for normally
holding said outer or side frame-sections in
their closed relation, consisting of a pair of
spring-plates within said main frame-section,
means for securing one end of each spring-
plate within said main frame-section, an ex-
tension at the free end of each spring-plate

O

side frame-sections can be brought in hold-
Ing engagement, and means for disengaging

sald holding lugs from said extensions of the
spring-plates, and each spring-plate being
provided with an elongated opening into

. . g ey 70
which an extension of the said dividing sec-

tion s fitted, substantially as and for the pur-

1 _ _ in | poses set forth. -
frame-section for releasing said outer or side |

10. In a purse or bag-frame, a main cen-
tral frame-section, an outer or side frame-

15
section upon each side of said main frame-

section, a centrally disposed dividing section

within said main frame-section, all of said
frame-sections and said dividing section be-
ing prvotally connected, and the said divid-

. . . . . 80
g section being formed with marginal cut-

away portions and upwardly projecting ex-
‘tenslons, a retaining lug upon each outer or

side frame-section, and a locking means
within said main frame-section for normally

_ 35
holding said outer or side frame-sections in

‘their closed relation, consisting of a pair of

spring-plates within said main-frame-sec-
tion, means for securing one end of each
spring-plate within said main frame-section,
an extension at the free end of each spring-
plate with which the retamning lugs of said
outer or side frame-sections can be brought

90

1n holding engagement, said main frame-sec-

tlion being formed with openings, and a fin-
ger-plece extending from each spring-plate
and projecting through an opening in said
main frame-section for releasing said outer
or side-frame-sections from their locked re-
lation with said main frame-section, and each
spring-plate being provided with an elon-
cated opening into which an extension of the
sald dividing section is fitted, substantially
as and for the purposes set forth.

11. Inapurse or bag-frame, a main central 105
frame-section, an outer or side frame-section
upon each side of sald maln frame-section, a
centrally disposed dividing section within
sald main frame-section, all of said frame-
sections and said dividing section being piv- 110
otally connected, and the said dividing sec-
tion being formed with marginal cut-away
portions and upwardly projecting extensions,

a retaining lug upon each outer or side frame-
section, and a liocking means within said 115
main frame-sectiontor normally holding said
outer or side frame-sections in their closed
relation, consisting of a pair of spring-plates
within said main-frame-section, means for
securing one end of each spring-plate within 120
sald main frame-section, an extension at the
free end of each spring-plate with which the
retaining lugs of said outer or side frame-sec-
tions can be brought in holding engagement,
sald main frame-section being formed with 125
rectangular openings, each spring-plate be-
ing made with cut-away portions in its oppo-
site edges, and a rectangularly shaped hol-
low finger piece upon each spring-plate, fas-

nger plece 130
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plate with which the retaining lugs of said 30
outer or side frame-sections can be brought
i holding engagement, said main frame-
sectlon being formed with rectangular open-
ings, each spring-plate being made with cut-
away portions in its opposite edges, and a
rectangularly shaped hollow finger-piece

-nto said cut-away portions and bent be-
neath the spring-plate to secure the finger-
“plece in place, each finger-piece projecting
‘through an opening in the main frame-sec-
5 tion for releasing said outer or side frame-
-sections from their locked relation with said
-main frame-section, and each spring-plate

35
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15

20

being provided with an elongated opening

mto which an extension of the said dividing
sectionis fitted, substantially as and for the
purposes set forth. _

12. In a purse or bag-frame, a main cen-

tral frame-section, an outer or side frame-
section upon each side of said main frame-
sectlon, a centrally disposed dividing section:
within sald main frame-section, all of said
frame-sections and said dividing section be-

ing pivotally connected, and the said divid-
Ing section being formed with marginal cut-
away portions and upwardly projecting ex-
tensions, a retaining lug upon each outer or
side frame-section, and a locking means

~within said main frame-section for normally

25

holding said outer or side frame-sections in
their closed relation, consisting of a pair of

spring-plates within said mam frame-sec-
tion, means for securing one end of each
spring-plate within said main frame-section,

an extension at the free end of each spring-

|

upon each spring-plate, fastening lugs ex-

tending from each finger piece into said cut-
away portions and bent beneath the spring-
plate to secure the finger-piece in place, each

tinger-piece projecting through an opening in

the main frame-section for releasing said

outer or side frame-sections from their locked
relation with said main frame-section, and

outwardly extending limiting lugs extend-
Ing from each finger pieceforlimiting the out-
ward spring-movement of each spring-plate,
and each spring-plate being provided with an

"elongated opening into which an extension

of the said dividing section is fitted, substan-
tially as and for the purposes set forth. _
In testimony, that I claim the invention set

forth above 1 have hereunto set my hand

this 2nd day of April, 1908.

BENNO VOM EIGEN.

Witnesses: :
FrepK. C. FRAENTZEL,
AnnA H. ALTER.
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