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o al_Z whom it may CoNcern:

Be it known that I, Carr J. LEwis, a

citizen of the United States, residing at

10

Kanawha, in the county of Hancock and

State of Iowa, have invented new and use-

ful Improvements in Chin - Supports, of
which the following is a specilication.

~ This invention relates to chin supports,
the object of the invention being to provide
an appliance especially designed for the use

~ of undertakers and embalmers for support-
~ ing the chin of a corpse without forcing or

15

20

pushing the head back so as 10 impart
unnatural position and appearance to the

aXl

corpse. | o
A further object of the mvention is to
provide means for applying the device to the

‘head in a way which will avoud disfiguring

or marring the face.
With the above and other objects In

" view, the nature of which will more fully

- 30

appear as the description proceeds, the
~ invention consists 1n
~ tion, combination and arrangement of parts
20

the novel construc-

as herein fully described, illustrated and
claimed. =
" In the accompanying drawing:—LHigure 1

is a front elevation of a chin support em-

bodying the present invention. Ifig. 2 1s a
vertical sectional view of the same.
Tn the use of the old style support used

for the support of the chin, the head of the

corpse is pressed back too far on account

 of the support being interposed between

35

the chest and chin and where formaldehyde

~ fluid is used 1n the embalming process the
" peck becomes set in such position which 1s

40

productive of a strained and unnatural posi-
‘tion of the head. By means of the present

invention the chin is supported independ-

~ently of the chest by means mounted entirely

- 45
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~of di

" "To this end the device comprises

upon the head.

1S a head
strap 1 adapted to pass over the head, the
sald strap being split as shown at 2 so as to
form two branches or arches 3 which firmly
set, themselves on the top of the head. The
end portions of the strap also comprises

take-ups 4 in the form of buckles by means

of which the strap may be adjusted to heads
Terent sizes.

The main body or frame 5 of the device
is of arcuate or inverted arch - shape, as

|

the trame

shown in Fig. 1, the opposite ends thereol
being provided with openings 6 to receive
the bights at the opposite extremities of the
head strap 1.

Central]ly the frame 5.1s provided with a
guide opening 7 through which passes the
stem or shank 8 of a chin rest 9 which 1s
preferably padded as shown at 10 by liming
the upper surface thereof with some solt
fabric which will prevent abrasion ol the
skin.
form somewhat to the general shape of the
chin so as to provide a firm broad bearmg
thereon and prevent any indentation on the
chin while the chin rest is 1n use.

Connected to the frame 5 at opposite sides
of the stem or shank 8 are spring clutches 11
and 12 each of which is in the form of a single
leaf spring having one end thereof connected
permanently as shown at 13 while at or near
its opposite end it is provided with an open-
ing 14 slightly larger than the stem 3 so that
when the chin rest 10 is pushed up under the
chin the spring clutches 11 are urged i the
opposite direction away from the frame 5 in
order that they will obtain a firm clutching
orip on the stem 8 and hold the chin rest
snugly against the chin thereby closing the
mouth and effectively supporting the chin
without any pushing action on the head

which would tend to throw the head out ol
o natural position. The width and shape of
the frame 5 has the effect of holding the enc
portions of the strap 1 out of contact with
the face and thus avoids any disfigurement
by reason of the presence of sald strap.
Having thus described the invention, what

1s claimed as new, 1s:—

1. A device of the class described compris-
ing a frame piece, a head strap having the
opposite ends thereof connected to the oppo-
site ends of the frame piece, a chin rest pro-
vided with a stem having.a sliding engage-
ment with the frame piece, and a friction
cluteh on the frame piece engaging said stem
and adapted to support the chin rest and ad-
mit of the adjustment thereof relatively to
piece. _

9. A device of the class described compris-
ing an arcuate frame piece, a head strap hav-
ing the ends thereof connected to the oppo-
site ends of the frame piece, a chin rest pro-
vided with a stem passing through an open-

The chin rest 9 should preferably con-
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“ing in the frame piece, and oppositely ai-
ranged spring clutches connected with the
frame piece and engaging the stem on the

chin rest and adapting said chin rest to-be

5 adjusted and sustained at any point of ad-
Justment relatively to the frame piece, sub-
stantially as described. -

Yy 4

In testimony whereof I affix my sienature
In presence of two witnesses.

- CARL J. LEWIS.

Witnesses:

F. L. Buss,
L. D. PexN1nO.
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