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-~ vide the rear slot 5.

. The ﬁnﬂ*er 0 1s shorter than the
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To all whom 1t may concern:

Be 1t known that I, KarL E. BLoMqQuUIsT, a
subject of the King of Sweden, and a resident
of Chicago, county of Cook, and State of
Illinois, have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Match-Boxes, of which
the following is & speciiication.

The main ob]ects of this invention are to
provide an improved form of match box
designed to permit the convenient removal
of one match at a time and to interfere with
the removal 1n the ordinary operation of the
box, of a large number of matches, except by
removing them individually and by separate
operations; further, to provide 1mproved
means for causing the matches to readily
feed to a suitable p031t10]:1 for removal and to
prevent the clogeing of the same in the box.

These objects are accomphghed by the de-

vice shown in the accompanying drawings, in
which:

Figure 11s a front elevation of a match box
embodymo the nvention. FKig.21s a vertical
section on the line 2—2 of Flﬂ' 1. FKig.31sa
side elevation. Fig. 4 is a section on the line
4—4 of Figs. 1 and 2

The back 1 has an upper extensilon 2 and a
lower extension 3 suitable for fastening the
box to a wall. The extension 3 is formed by
two cuts or slits in the material of the back 1}
and at each side of said extension, the ma-
terial of said back 1s bent forward to form
the parts 4 which serve as a bottom for the
box, the part 3 being bent back so as to pro-
Thas slot 1s enlarged at
its lower end 6. The front 7 of the box has the
cuts 8 therein forming the separating member
9. The box shown 1s made of sheet metal, so
that the separating finger 9 has a resilient
action. This separating finger 1s bent in-
wardly shightly, as shown 1in Fig. 2, so that
1t hies rearward of the resilient members 10
which form the front wall at the opening 11
through which the matches are removed.
parts 10.
This to‘gether with the lower end 6 of the slot
5 provides an enlargement of the opening 11
at 1ts middle part, through which the lowest
match can be readily ¢ rasped by the fingers
of the operator for ulhno the same throuoh
sald opening. Eacﬁ of the members 10 has
an 1nner rib or ridee 12 which bears against
the matches to hold the same AWy from the
body of the front 7, and cause the matches to
readily feed toward a suitable position for re-

moval. HKach of the members 4 at the back

T anﬂ bottom of the box has the imner rib or

ridee 13 which serves a purpose similar to
that of the ridge 12.  The middle part of the
separating [1119 er 9 1s cut out at 14 to show
whether or not the box contains matches,
and also to enable the operator to adjust the
matches in case they should not lie 1 the
proper horizontal position. The slits or cuts
S are enlarged at their upper ends 15 to 1m-
prove the resilient action of the separator fin-
oer 9. The side walls 16 are secured to the
back 1 and the front 7 down to the points 17
and 18 which are a suflicient distance above
the opening 11 to permit of spring action of
the lower part of the members 10 and 4. T'he
lid 19 1s pivoted at 20 to the back 1. This 1s
intended to permit the box to be readily sup-
phied with matches.

In operation, the device will be attached
to & wall by means of the extensions 2 and 3.
The matches will be iserted {from the top so
as to lie in a horizontal position as shown in
Figs. 1 and 2. To remove a match, the op-
erator will orasp the lower onewit.
and forefinger at the enlargement 6 of the
slot 5. The openings 11 are smfﬂl enough to
prevent the match from dropping out of the
box, but the spring action of the members 4

and 10 permits the operator to readily with-

draw the match through said openings. If
the operator attempts to withdraw several of
the matches at the same time, the action ot
his thumb or finger against the separator 9
will tend to prevent such withdrawal. The
separator 9 will in such case bear against the
matches immediately following the lower
match and thus interfere with their removal
except when taken one at a time.

What I claim as my mmvention and desire
to secure by Letters Patent 1s:

1. A match box, comprising a rear wall
and a front wall meeting at an angle at thew
lower edges, said walls being unattached at

sald edges to provide an opening for remov-
ng a match and bemg yieldmgly urged to-
ward each other to vetain the lowest match
at sald opening, each ol said walls bemg cut
away at the middle part of 1ts lower edwe to

form an enlargement of the openimg thr ounll,

which the lowest mateh may be grasped b

the fingers of an operator, and the flont
wall hswmﬂ thereon a finger extending into
the enhwement of said opening, the middle
of the lower end of said finger bemu spaced
above the position of the lower match and
adapted, through contact with the operator’s

h hls thumb' &
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second match between 1t and the rear wall,
and thereby prevent the removal of more
than one match at a time. -
2. A matech box, comprising a rear wall
and a front wall meeting at an angle at their
lower edges, said walls being unattached at

sald edgesto provide an opening for removing !

a match and being yieldingly urged toward
each other to engage and prevent the lowest

match from falling out of said opening, the

front wall being cut away at the middle part
of its lower edge to form an enlargement of
the opening through which the lowest match
may be grasped by the fingers of an operator,
and said front wall having a pair of shits
extending upwardly from 1ts lower edge,
the part between said slits bemng sprung m-
wardly from the adjacent parts of said front
wall, and the middle of the lower end of said
parts being spaced above the lower edges of
sald- walls in position to clear the lowest
match and adapted, through contact with
the operator’s fingers, to be pressed mward

802 391

nger, to be pressed inward so as to grip the | so as to grip and retain the second match

during the removal of the lowest match.

3. A match-box comprising a front wall
formed of one piece of sheet metal having its
lower edge free and unattached to the sides
of the box and having a pair of spaced slits
extending upwardly from its lower edge,
and ‘a separator finger formed by the ma-
terial of said wall between said slits, said
separator finger having therein a relatively
large opening spaced above 1ts lower end and
having a part below said opening spaced
above the lower edge of the front wall and

adapted through contact with the operator’s

ngers to press inwardly and grip the second
match during the removal of the lowest

match. |
Signed at Chicago this 20th day of June

1906.

' KARL E. BLOMQUIST.

Witnesses:
Harry N. (GARDNER,
Wi, R. RuMMLER.

25

30

39

40




	Drawings
	Front Page
	Claims
	Specification

