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L'o all whom it may concern.:

Be 1t known that I, HarrrerT T PrrcuER,
a_citizen of the United States, residing at
Mount Pleasant, in the county of Henry and
State of Iowa, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Fold-Holding De-
vices; and I do hereby declare thefollowing to
be a full, clear, and exact cdescription of the
invention, such as will enable others skilled
m the art to which it appertains to make and
use the same. _

My ivention relates to new and useful
Improvements in fold-holding devices and
more particularly to that class adapted to be
used by dressmakers or tailors for holding
the folded edge of a strip of cloth while the
tolded edges thereof are deing pressed in
position with an iron or otherwise.

A further object is to provide means for

keeping the surface of the strip smooth. A
to provide means for exert-

further object is
Ing downward pressure adjacent the edees of
the strip while passing through the hoﬁding
device and a still further object is to provide
means for receiving the end of an iron, where-
by the holding device may be moved longi-
tudinally of the strip in front of the iron.

‘Other objects and advantages will be here-
mafter referred to and more particularly
pointed out in the claims.

In the accompanying drawings which are
made a. part of this application, Figure 1 is a
perspective view of a strip of cloth showing:
my 1mproved holding device in position
thereon and a smoothing iron in engagement
with the holder. Fig. 2 is a longitudinal,
central, sectional view on an enlarged scale
through the strip of cloth and holding device,
and, Fig. 3 is a transverse, sectional view

through the device as indicated by line 3—3 ,

- Kig. 2.
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Referring to the drawings in which similar
reference numerals designate corresponding
views, 1 indi-
cates a strip of cloth, the selvage edges 2
and 3 of which are adapted to be folded in-
wardly before the strip is attached to a oar-
ment, to render the exposed edges of the
strip perfectly smooth. "In order to retain
the edges in their folded position until the
strip can be secured to the garment, said
fold%d edges are preferably pressed by pass-
ing a heated iron over the surface thereof and
m retaining the strip at a uniform width, I
provide my improved holding device, which

consists of a frame 4, the longitudinal edges |

¥

mwardly

5 and 6 of which are bent downwardly and

to form channels 7 and 8, respec-
tively, through which pass the folded edges
of the strip 1 when the frame is moved long1i-
tudinally of the strip.

Extending forwardly from the frame 4 is o
stretching device 9, which is formed from

one piece of wire, which is bent at its longi-
tudmal center until the two sections of the
wire are parallel with each other, the integral
portion 10 of the two sections being engaged
by a loop 11, carried by the frame 4, said
loop being preferably formed by extending
parallel slits inwardly from the forward end
of the frame and forming the severed portion
into a loop as shown.

The parallel portions of the v.;’ire are ex-
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tended forwardly a distance from the frame

and curved downwardly

and outwardly to
form stretching bars

12, said bars extending
rearwardly and at an angle to the longitudi-
nal axial plane of the frame, the rear end of
said stretching bars terminatine in rear-
wardly extending-fingers 13, which fingers
enter the channels 7 and 8 and are adapted
to exert downward pressure on the inter-
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posed edges of the strip 1 and firmly hold the

edges 2 and 3 in their folded position.

In the rear edge of the frame 4 is formed

a substantially V-shaped notch 14, which
notch is formed at the axial center of the

frame and is adapted to receive the point, of
the usual or any preferred form of smoothing

1ron 15, said notch serving to hold the iron in

engagement with the frame while the iron is
being moved longitudinally of the strip.

In applying my improved holding device
to use, the edges of the strip of cloth are first
manually folded, after which one end of the
strip is entered through the frame 4 and the
edges thereof located in the channels 7 and 8 :
the fingers 13 resting on the upper face of the
strip, as best shown in Figs. 2 and 3 of the
drawings. . - _

The iron 15 is then engaged with the notch
14 1 the frame with the smoothing face
thereof resting on that end of the Strip ex-
tending from the rear end of the frame and
when the iron is properly engaged with the
noteh, the iron is moved forwardly, which
action will move the frame longituc mmally of
the strip and as the stretching device is
formed of spring metal, the bars 12 will be
forced against the upper face of the strip and
the face of the strip held taut in view of the
outward inclination of said bars and by so
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stretching the strip as 1t passes through the

* frame, said strip will be of equal width 1ts full
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length and it will be readily seen that as the
heated iron passes over the strip, the edges 2

~and 3 will be firmly pressed or creased, n

which instance they will remain in their fold-
ed position until such time as the strip 1s at-
tached to the garment.

It will thus be seen that I have provided a
very cheap and economical form of holdmg
device, whereby the folded edges of the strip
of cloth will be securely held in a folded posi-
tion, while an iron is being passed over said
strip and it will likewise be seen that by em-
ploying my improved device, the strip will
be formed a uniform width throughout its
length.

What I claim 1s:

1. A holding device of the class described,
comprising a frame having a channel at each
edge, and spring stretching bars carried by
the frame adapted to engage a strip of cloth
passing through said frame and ]hold the
same taut. '

2. A holding device of the class described,
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comprising a frame, channels at the edges of
said frame, a stretching device secured to
said frame consisting of stretching bars
adapted to engage a strip passing through
said frame and fingers integral with said

stretching bars, adapted to rest on said

strip.
3. In a holding device, the combination
with a frame having a notch in one end

‘thereof and channels at its longitudinal

edoes; of a stretching device carried by said
frame having spring fingers adapted to en-
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cace a strip of -cloth passing through said |

frame and a smoothing iron adapted to en-
cace said notch and move the frame long-
tudinally of the strip when the iron 1s oper-
ated to press said strip. '
In testimony whereof I have signed my
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name to this specification in the presence of

two subsecribing witnesses.

HARRIETT T. PITCHER.

Witnesses:
A. M. VAN ALLEN,
FraNcEs L. TAYLOR.
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