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To all whom 1t may concern:
Be 1t known that I, TmoMAS WALKER, &

citizen of the United States, and a resident of

Pleasant Hill, in the county of Lane and
State of Oregon, have invented a new and
Improved Carpet-Stretcher, of which the fol-

lowing is a full, clear, and exact description.
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This invention relates to certain improve-
ments in carpet stretchers, and relates more
particularly to the mechanism for moving
the stretcher-head laterally while in engage-
ment with the carpet. In the class of carpet
stretchers to which my invention belongs, it
1s customary to provide a stretcher-head and
a handle connected thereto and formed of a
plurality of sections or bars so connected to-
gether as to facilitate the varying of the
length of the handle. Two sections have
been so connected together as to permit of a
sliding or longitudinal movement of one sec-
tion in respect to the other, and they have
also been hinged together. _

In my invention, I provide a single mem-
ber serving the double purpose of a hinge and
a slide, so as to permit of a sliding movement
of the sections to, vary the length of the han-
dle as desired, and also to permit of a bend-
Ing or straightening movement, to bring the
sections into approximately parallel posi-
tions i the stretching of the carpet and to
hold them against return movement while
the carpet is being secured in place.

Reference is to be had to the accompany-

ing drawings, forming a part of this specifi-

cation, in which similar characters of refer-

ence 1ndicate corresponding parts in both

figures, and in which

Figure 1 is a top plan view of a carpet
stretcher constructed in accordance with my
invention; and Fig. 2 is a side elevation
thereof, the parts being also illustrated in
dotted lines in the position occupied before
the stretching action begins. '
_In my improved carpet stretcher any suit-

» able head may be employed, as, for instance,

a head 10 formed of sheet metal and includ-

‘1ng a body portion 11 and a toothed blade 12

extending downwardly therefrom at sub-
stantially right angles. To the stretcher-
héad 1s secured a handle formed of two sec-
tions or bars 13 and 14. The section 13 is
rigidly secured to the body of the stretcher-
head mn any suitable manner, and the section
14 has swinging and sliding connections with
the section 13. . The specific form of con-

q

necting mechanism illustrated, includes a

pair of side links 15 pivotally secured to the -

section 14 adjacent 1ts end and upon oppo-
site sides thereof, and these two links are
connected together by two transverse rods
16 and 17. One of the rods 16, is disposed
closely adjacent the surface of the section 14
but at a sufficient distance therefrom to per-

mit of a slight swingine movement of the - -

links. The other rod 17 connects the two
links together adjacent their outer ends and
1s spaced from the rod- 16 a distance slightly
ogreater than the thickness of the bar 13.
The bars 13 and 14 are of substantially the
same thickness and the bar 13 normally ex-
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tends between the links 15 and between the -

rods 16 and 17. By moving the links to a
position at substantially right angles to the
bar 13, the latter may be freely moved longi-
tudinally therethrough, so as to vary its
position in respect to the bar 14. By swing-
g the links upon their pivot, the rods 16
and 17 may be caused to grip the bar 13 and
prevent longitudinal movement.

In the use of the device in stretching a car-
pet, the toothed blade is brought into en-
gagement with the carpet and the outer or
free end of the bar 14 is held against move-
ment by placing it in engagement with the
toot, the wall of the room, or any other ob-
ject serving to hold the free end substan-
tially stationary. The bar 13 is moved
through the loop formed by the links and
bars, so that the two rods 16 and 17 are at an
angle to each other and the loop is inclined
away from the stretcher-head. By then de-
pressing the free end of the handle, the bars
are brought to substantially parallel posi-
tions and the stretching action effected.
The stretching action naturally tends to
force the bar 13 rearwardly, but this rear-
ward movement is prevented by the fric-
tional engagement of the rods 16 and 17.
The greater the inclination and rearward
movement ot the loop including these rods,

the greater is the frictional engagement with

the sides of the bar.

For holding the free end of the bar 13
against lateral movément in respect to the
bar 14 while the two are adjacent each other
and the grip is being secured, the bar 14 may,

' desired, be provided with oppositely-dis-

posed side plates 18 intermediate its ends and

| adapted. to receive the end of the bar 13
| therebetween. --
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Having thus described my invention, I
claim as new and desire to secure by Lietters
Patent:

In a carpet stretcher, the combmnation of a
oripping head, a handle section secured
thereto, a second handle section having links
pivotally secured to opposite sides adjacent
one end of said last-mentioned section, rods
connecting said links.and forming therewith
a loop to receive the first-mentioned handle
section, and side plates spaced from said

|

links and carried by the second-mentioned
handle section and adapted to receive the
irst-mentioned handle section therebetween.

In testimony whereof 1 have signed my 15
name to this specification in the presence ol
two subscribing witnesses.

THOMAS WALKER.

Witnesses:
J. H. WEsT,
Geo. 0. KNOWLES.
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